Historic,  archived  document 

Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Vol.10. 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  DECEMBER  1,  1899. 


No.  13. 


THE  BOY  FANCIER  OF  1844. 

I.  K.  Felch,  the  "Father  of  Poul- 
try Culture "  in  America, 
Tells  the  Story  of  His  Boy= 
hood  Experiences  in  Poultry 
Keeping. 

Fiom  1844,  tbe  eleventh  year  of  my  age, 
dates  the  first  of  the  causes  which  produced 
the  fancier,  I.  K.  Felch.  Then  the  sale  of  six 
hens,  and  a  male  bird  thrown  in,  for  two 
dollars,  gave  me  funds  to  purchase  the  tirst 
pair  of  fowls  known  as  a  specific  breed,  the 
"  Mexicans." 

These  fowls  closely  resenil)led  those  now 
known  as  Sicilians;  the  male  having  a  hackle 
and  saddle  hangers  that  were  a  deep  reddish 
bay  color;  back  proper  and  rose  of  wing  a 
darker  red;  breast  and  body  a  cinnaraou  buft'; 
long  pendant  wattles;  and  the  female  being  in 
general  color  a  light  brown  regularly  penciled 
with  a  darker  color,  with  pale  salmon  breast, 
ashen  body  an'd  flutF,  and  the  tail  proper 
darker,  approaching  black.  The  wing  prima- 
ries were  dark  slate,  approaching  black  in 
tlie  male.  The  tail  of  the  male  was  full  and 
flowing,  with  long  sickles.  The  comljs  of  both 
Mi.de  and  female  vv-ere  "  leaf,"  or"  antler,"  or, 
ii>  we  now  describe  them,  "  duplicate  single" 
combs. 

Tills  was  the  first  pair  in  my  possession  to 
sport  a  breed's  name,  and  to  breed  tolerably 
true  to  description.  The  original  pair  were 
imported  from  Mexico,  sent  to  a  cattle  drover 
of  Brighton,  by  name  Whitney.  As  a  rule, 
in  those  days,  uniformity  of  type  or  color  was 
not  thought  of,  though  symmetrical  single 
specimens  were  appreciated.  The  names  of 
breeds  were  derived  from  the  town,  county, 
or  state  from  which  the  fowls  were  procured. 
I  call  to  mind  only  one  breed  that  is  the  same 
in  shape  and  color,  to  wit,  the  Black  Polish  — 
then  called  "  Polands."  I  remember  them  in 
connection  with  a  walk  of  three  and  a  half 
miles,  and  the  payment  of  my  single  dollar  for 
my  choice  from  a  farmer's  flock;  and,  when 
I  had  secured  it,  I  recall  the  farmer  saying 
that  I  had  made  a  poor  selection,  for  the 
reason  that  the  hawks  more  easily  caught  such 
fowls.  (She  had  a  fine  black  plumage,  and  a 
crest  as  round  as  an  orange,  and  very  large). 
In  answer  I  told  him  that  as  I  lived  in  the 
village  I  should  stick  to  my  choice.  In  later 
days  I  am  conscious  that  I  made  no  mistake, 
and  that  the  farmer  was  open  to  the  accusa- 
tion of  being  somewhat  of  a  diplomat.  He 
would  not  go  back  on  bis  promi>e  that  I 
could  catch  any  one  1  wanted  for  my  dollar, 
but  I  noticed  that  he  said  as  I  left  him,  "  I 
swan !  they  are  nicer  than  I  thought  they 
were." 

At  that  age  I  would  go  hungry  and  walk 
miles  to  obtain  a  coveted  pigeon,  or  a  fowl  I 
had  seen  to  my  fancy.  No  one  mated  to  pre- 
serve breed  character.  Farm  flocks  were 
never  uniform.  How  was  a  child  to  act  but 
in  the  groove  his  elders  had  followed  before 
him?  There  was  no  poultry  paper.  The 
short  paragraphs  in  the  agricultural  papers 
only  treated  of  feeding;  never  a  word  as  to 
breeding  to  establish  or  maintain  a  breed.  Of 
what  immense  value  would  a  paper  like 
Faum-Poultry  have  been  to  me  and  to  the 
thousands  of  boys  like  me  at  that  time.  These 
nice  specimens  which  1  collected  were  all 
dropped  in  the  fHrm  yai'd  to  be  admired  for 
their  individual  btiiiuij,  aud  prized  for  the 


few  eggs  they  might  lay  —  to  be  sold  at  the 
store  at  twelve  to  fifteen  cents  a  dozen  to  give 
us  spending  money.  Miscegenation  was  the 
rule  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten;  only  by  chance 
did  a  specimen  come  like  the  fowl  that  laid 
the  egg  from  which  it  hatched. 

In  writing  of  my  boy  life  among  the  fowls 
of  the  farm  from  1844  to  1850,  I  have  no 
thought  of  instructing  the  present  generation. 
I  only  want  to  show  what  obstacles  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  enterprise,  that  the  young 
people  of  today  may  better  appreciate  the 
times  in  which  they  are  living,  and  the  con- 
trast between  the  fowls  of  the  laud  then  and 
now.   The  reader  will  bear  with  me  if  this 


India;  so  on  seeing  a  game  cock  which  in 
shape  and  flow  of  tail  conformed  to  the  illus- 
tration with  the  article  I  had  read,  I  went  to 
work  to  secure  it.  For  two  weeks  I  schemed, 
then  finally  purchased  it,  and  another  some 
two  or  three  years  old,  for  seventy-five  cents. 
Then  with  all  the  consciousness  of  being  right, 
1  told  the  man  that  I  had  bought  of  him  a 
"Bankiva  cock."  To  this  day  I  see  the  fall 
in  his  countenance,  and  the  expression  that 
plainly  said  I  had  beaten  him. 

But  my  "Bankivd  "  cock  soon  came  to 
grief.  Was  there  a  boy  in  those  days  who 
would  not  take  his  bird  under  his  arm  to 
fight  the  bird  of  his  chum  who  had  challenged 
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article  does  not  in-^truct,  but  simply  amuses. 
Poultry  culture  previous  to  the  holding  of  the 
first  Boston  exhibition  was  pretty  tame  busi- 
ness compared  with  the  keen  competition  now 
seen  among  fanciers.  On  the  money  side  of 
the  account  were  pennies  instead  of  the  dol- 
lars one  now  receives  for  his  labor  with  poul- 
try. Fowls  were  tolerated  then  to  minister 
to  the  palate.  There  was  a  general  belief  that 
eggs  cost  three  times  what  they  sold  ,for. 
Poultry  was  mostly  consumed  at  home,  for 
the  flocks  kept  were  not  larger  than  would 
produce  for  home  consumption.  How  little 
there  was  to  enthuse  the  fancier. 

In  my  reading  of  history  I  had  lea'l-ned  that 
all  of  our  domestic  fowls  were  descendants  of 
the  U-allus  Bankiva,  the  Jungle  Fowl  of 


him?  1  bad  read  that  the  Bankiva  cock  was 
coiii  ;igeous,  and  would  fight  to  the  death.  I 
was,  therefore,  eager  that  my  "Bankiva" 
should  have  a  tilt  with  my  cousin's  Shawl- 
iifck.  The  battle  broke  the  "Bankiva's" 
heart,  and  my  own  as  well,  for  he  was  not 
only  whipped,  but  any  mongrel  in  my  own 
yard  could  drive  bim  afterward,  and  one 
morning  I  found  him  with  his  toes  turned  up, 
a  dead  financial  loss.  This  caused  me  to 
feel  far  wor.se  than  I  have  felt  since  grown  to 
man's  estate  when  I  have  had  specimens 
which  had  co.st  me  ten,  fifteen,  twenty-five, 
and  even  fifty  dollars,  die  before  I  had  bred 
from  them. 

Then  came  the  Dutch  Creepers  and  Italian 
Dwarfs,  which  last  were  all  of  one  color, 


white;  and  a  Captain  Brigham  had  fowls 
called  the  Birmingham,  or  English  Whites; 
these  reproduced  uniformly  in  type  and  color, 
and  gave  me  my  first  insight  into  what  a 
breed,  to  be  a  breed,  should  be,  i.e.,  that  all 
should  be  alike.  Visitors  would  say,  "  Why, 
they're  all  alike;  you  canH  tell  one  from 
another."  Such  remarks  awoke  in  me  a  new 
pride  of  ownership,  and  the  more  frequent 
sales  inspired  me  to  greater  etl'oit.  Then 
there  were  Rose  Comb  Dauvers  Blacks,  Single 
Comb  Danvers  AVhites,  and  the  Chittipattes. 
All  fowls  having  five  toes  were  Dorkings. 
There  were  Buft',  White,  Black,  Gray,  and 
even  Dominique  Dorkings.  Here  1  became 
again  a  spendthrift,  spending  my  only  dollar 
and  a  halt  for  three  eggs,  from  a  pair  of 
Dominique  colored  five  toed  fowls,  which 
never  hatched. 

Then  came  "  Everlayers,"  which  must  have 
been  a  cross  of  the  then  Marsh  fowls  and 
Cochin  Chinas,  much  resembling  the  Grouse 
Cochins,  which    appeared    in    the  sixties. 
There  were  Malays,  too,  which  did  not  at  all 
resemble  the  Malays  of  today,  for  they  bad 
single  combs.   There  were  Irish,  English  and 
Cuban  Games,  the  names  indicating  the  origin 
of  each.   There  were  White  Nankeen  Ban- 
tams—  Booted  Bantams  we  call  them  now  — 
but  the  modern  specimens  are  much  smaller. 
The  males  of  the  Nankeen  Bantams  weie  all 
of  three  pounds  weight,  and  the  females  laid 
fair  sized  eggs.    Those  I  had  were  very  pro- 
lific layers.    I  had  run  the  gauntlet  of  all 
these  with  only  the  personal  gratification  of 
ownership,  the   money  received    for  eggs 
scarcely  keeping  me  in  spending  money.  It 
seems  little  indeed  now,  but  was  enough  to 
excite  the  envy  of  my  boy  chums.  There 
were  the  Golden  Pheasants,  since  called  Golden 
Polish;   and   Silver   Pheasants,  also  since 
improved  to  Silver   Polish ;    but  all  wei  e 
indefinitely  bred.    Their  crests  were  rudi- 
mentary as  compared  with  what  is  now  con- 
sidered the  height  of  perfection.    In  the  care 
of  all  these  there  was  nothing  to  excite  one  to 
action  or  to  achievement  other  than  the  grati- 
fication of  a  boy's  innate  love  for  animated 
nature.    Do  you  wonder  that  bis  love  was 
erratic,  and  that  every  new  thing  excited  his 
covetousness?  He  would  own  them  all.  With 
uo  one  to  enlighten  him  he  had  to  di^  out 
everything  by  personal  experience,  that  most 
costly  course  of  learning.  ' 

My  duck  experience  may  please  some  young 
reader  in  these  enlightened  days.  I  had  a 
cousin  who  with  me  purchased  a  sitting  of 
eggs.  We  set  the  eggs  in  our  respective  bay 
lofts,  on  the  same  day.  We  had  become  exer- 
cised in  our  minds  as  to  how  these  ducks  with 
lound  bills  were  to  liberate  themselves  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day,  and  we  concluded  that 
they  must  have  help.  So  early  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  we  proceeded  to  help  by  breaking 
an  egg.  As  the  yolk  was  found  not  fully 
absorbed  we  concluded  that  the  duckling  was 
deformed,  and  to  put  it  out  of  its  misery  we 
pulled  its  head  off.  Thus  we  dissected  the 
whole  nestful,  and  adjourned  to  my  hen.  On 
finding  the  first  two  in  the  same  fix  I  vetoed 
any  further  help,  saying  that  they  might  as 
well  die  in  the  shell  as  be  killed  out  of  it. 
Having  secured  our  experience  at  Charley's 
expense,  I  concluded  to  let  the  hen  fake  the 
responsibility  of  releasing  her  young.  The 
result  was  six  ducklings.  To  make  them  a 
swimming  pond,  (for  in  those  days  it  was 
thought  that  ducks  must  have  wtter  to  do 
well),  I  sawed  a  barrel  at  the  second  hoop, 
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auil  .sunk  it  into  the  ground.  For  a  few  days 
it  was  kept  eveu  full  oJ:  water,  then  boy 
lasUion,  I  neglected  it,  and  on  missing  my 
duclvs  one  day  I  repaired  to  my  artificial  pond 
to  find  tliem  all  iu  it,  all  but  one  exhausted, 
literally  drowned.  The  one  I  revived  by  plac- 
ing it  in  the  oven  of  the  kitchen  stove. 

For  night  quarters  for  another  subsequent 
brood  I  turned  a  barrel  on  its  side,  with  the 
open  end  higher  than  the  other.  A  storm 
came  up  in  the  night  and  beat  in,  and  the  bilge 
being  water  tight,  all  were  drowned.  This 
was  dearly  bought  experience  —  this  learning 
that  ducks  could  drown.  Poor  consolation  I 
got,  for  mother  told  me  I  was  being  punished 
for  killing  Charley-s  ducks  in  the  nest,  as 
described.  But  I  was  getting  experience, 
and  after  that  I  would  bore  a  hole  in  the  bilge 
of  a  barrel,  and  fill  in  with  earth  to  the  level 
of  the  ground  outside.  Barrels,  with  stakes 
driven  into  the  ground  to  confine  the  hens, 
while  giving  the  chicks  liberty,  were  univer- 
sally used  then  for  chicken  coops.  1  never 
saw  anything  else  used  for  the  old  hen  and 
chickens  up  to  that  time.  Then  on  seeing  in 
the  Floioman  a  cut  of  a  tent-shaped  coop,  I 
at  once  went  to  work  to  make  them  of  that 
shape,  and  never  used  a  barrel  again  after 
that  summer's  experience. 

But  I  am  running  away  from  my  ducks. 
My  lone  specimen  prov'ed  to  be  a  drake.  In 
the  spring  I  procured  a  mate  for  him  at  a  cost 
of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents.  They  were  both 
nearly  white.  The  duck  persisted  in  laying 
her  eggs  in  the  brook.  Morning  after  morn- 
ing I  would  hunt  the  water  until  I  found  the 
egg.>  Soon  my  duck  was  missing,  stolen  as  I 
supposed  by  a  fox.  But  to  my  surprise  and 
gratification  in  a  month  she  came  waddling 
home  from  the  swamp  with  nine  young  ducks. 

But  trouble  was  brewing  for  me. 

A  vicious  cannibal  of  a  drake  will  discount 
a  hawk  in  his  ravages  among  young  chicks. 
I  was  losing  my  very  young  chickens  in  a  most 
unaccountable  way.  I  thought  it  the  work  of 
rats,  but  one  day  I  saw  the  drake,  the  apple 
of  my  eye.  gral)  a  chick.  He  brained  it  in  an 
Instant,  and  shook  it  flat,  and  gobbled  it  as  he 
would  a  frog.  Nothing  will  cure  a  drake 
which  once  contracts  this  habit  —  so  I  killed 
him.  To  pick  him  and  then  to  pick  the  down 
was  a  balf  a  day's  work.  I  graduated  then 
and  there  as  a  picker  of  ducks.  I  sold  the 
Uock,  and  not  even  the  gilded  descriptions  of 
duck  culture  in  the  present  day  have  enticed 
me  to  again  follow  the  breeding  of  them. 

Men  made  serious  blunders  in  those  days; 
why  should  not  a  child?  What  would  you 
think  of  a  man  who  would  finish  his  barn  off 
into  rooms  10  x  15  feet,  rooms  on  every  floor 
from  ground  to  gable,  with  no  outdoor  yard, 
and  only  a  half  window  to  each  pen?  This 
was  done  iu  the  forties.  I  saw  such  rooms  in 
Capt.  William  Bent's  barn,  filled  with  fowls. 

Following  such  example,  I  finished  a  room 
in  the  barn  to  receive  my  first  pair  of  Cochin 
Chinas.  Note  that  I  am  writing  now  of 
Cochin  Chinas  in  contradistinction  to  the 
Shanghais,  w'hich  took  possession  of  the 
country  later,  and  caused  the  Shanghai  mania 
from  1849  to  1S55.  These  Chinese  birds  were 
chance  specimens  brought  over  in  the  coops 
of  ships  in  the  China  trade.  They  were  not 
improved  into  special  families  distinguished 
by  differences  of  color.  Their  gigantic  size 
was  their  chief  claim  to  consideration.  The 
question  always  asked  was,  "  Will  they  eat 
off  of  a  barrel  head?"  They  would  all  do 
this,  though  some  had  to  stand  on  a  pail  to  do  it. 

At  the  time  of  which  I  write  the  chickens 
killed  for  market  would  weigh  from  two  and 
a  half  to  five  pounds  each,  the  five  pound  ones 
being  considered  very  large.  After  the  advent 
of  these  Cochin  Chinas  the  males  were  iu  great 
demand.  The  marketmen,  notably-  poulterer 
Bobbins,  of  Quiucy  market,  would  watch  the 
ships  to  secure  these  males  for  the  farmers, 
that  thus  the  size  of  the  poultry  brought  to 
market  might  be  increased.  In  less  than 
three  years  it  was  said  that  the  average  weight 
of  the  average  carcass  was  full  two  pounds 
greater  than  previous  to  the  introduction  of 
these  giant  fowls. 

My  people  were  manufacturers,  and  gave 
little  heed  to  things  agricultural.  A  fine  horse 
was  father's  hobby.  He  was  an  indulgent 
man,  and  left  me  to  follow  my  own  tastes, 
saying,  "  The  boy  may  learn  something  by 
dickering  in  bciis."  His  partner  became 
enamored  with  these  large  fowls.   He  had 


secured  a  huge  male,  and  hearing  of  a  retired 
captain  who  had  a  flock,  he  went  one  day, 
taking  me  with  him,  in  quest  of  a  mate  for 
his  male.  It  transpired  that  the  reason  for 
taking  me  was  that  my  father  had  told  him  if 
he  succeeded  in  getting  any  to  secure  a  pair 
for  me. 

We  came  home  with  a  black-red  China 
cockerel  and  two  buff  pullets,  one  of  which 
had  smooth  shanks;  this  he  chose,  as  it  better 
mated  the  one  he  had,  which  had  nearly 
smooth  shanks.  I  chose  heavy  feathered 
specimens,  both  having  well  feathered  shanks. 
Boy  as  I  was,  I  took  them  because  they  did 
not  look  so  horrid  long  iu  the  legs,  though  I 
did  not  understand  that  it  was  the  heavy 
feathering  that  made  them  look  shorter. 

This  pair  cost  §12.  What  a  price  it  was 
thought  in  those  ilays!  But  inside  of  four 
years  birds  no  better  and  of  the  same  color, 
imported  as  Shanghais,  sold  for  even  $50  and 
$75  a  pair.  I  subsequently  secured  a  third 
with  smooth  shanks,  and  in  color  resembling 
what  were  later  termed  Grouse  Cochins. 
From  this  trio  I  raised  over  one  hundred 
chickens,  and  quite  overstocked  the  barn,  to 
the  discomfiture  of  the  horses  —  of  which 
more  anon.  These  chickens  varied  in  color 
from  a  pure  buff  to  grouse;  generally  the  pul- 
lets came  in  a  range  of  colors  called  lemon 
and  cinnamon  buff,  but  th^  males  were  some 
black  with  brassy  wing  roses, others  buft'  with 
cherry  wings  and  backs,  and  with  more  or 
less  black  in  tails  and  flights.  And  what  a 
surprise  to  visitors  it  was  to  see  these  chick- 
ens,twice  as  large  as  thecommon  stock,  walk- 
ing about  the  farm. 

In  the  fall,  when  I  sold  several  trios  at  $2  a 
specimen,  the  excitement  commenced,  and  I 
confess  that  when  I  sold  four  for  $12,  1 
received  more  satisfaction  and  felt  richer 
than  since  when  I  have  several  times  sold 
Brahmas  for  $100  each.  Taking  money  for 
fowls  was  a  new  sensation  in  connection  with 
my  poultry,  and  chicken  raising  in  old  Natick 
received  an  impetus  which  continues  to  this 
day. 

Once  an  aged  farmer  came  to  me  for  half  a 
dozen  chickens.  The  price  did  not  suit  him 
at  $2.50  each,  and  at  last  we  agreed  to  sell 
him  the  cockerels  at  25  cents  a  pound,  live 
weight,  and  the  pullets  at  $2.25  each.  When 
the  two  males  were  weighed  we  found  that 
they  came  to  $5.25.  He  exclaimed,  "  I  vura  ! 
Who  ever  saw  chickens  to  weigh  twelve 
pounds  before?"  The  result  of  this  was  that 
men  came  from  all  quarters  to  see  hens  which 
weighed  twelve  pounds  each. 

This  Chinese  cross  awakened  all  New  Eng- 
land, more  interest  being  developed  here  than 
iu  any  other,  part  of  the  country.  The 
increase  of  size  of  the  native  stock,  and  the 
superior  laying  qualities  of  the  half-lilood 


bens,  due  to  the  quickening  influence  of  fresh 
blood,  led  to  fresh  importations  of  better  and 
more  uniform  stock  in  special  colors.  Of 
these  birds,  known  as  Shanghais,  I  shall  have 
more  to  say  in  a  subsequent  article.  A  few 
Red  Caps,  some  Bolton  Grays  with  single 
combs  —  in  size  much  larger  than  the  present 
Hamburgs  —  and  some  White  Dorkings  had 
been  imported  from  England.  From  England 
also  came  colored  Dorkings,  fr^m  which  and 
the  Cochin  Chinas  were  produced  the  cross- 
bred fowls  which  Dr.  Bennett  had  christened 
Plymouth  Rocks.  The  excitement  created  by 
all  these  birds  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
"  The  New  England  Society  for  the  Improve- 
ment of  Domestic  Poultry,"  and  eventually 
iu  the  holding  of  the  first  poultry  exhibition 
in  America,  at  the  Boston  Puljlic  Garden,  in 
1848,  with  its  baker's  dozen  of  so-called 
breeds.  It  was  not  much  of  a  show,  but  it 
kindled  a  fire  of  enthusiasm  in  poultry  breed- 
ing, and  out  of  all  the  excitement  came  the 
awakening  to  the  importance  of  poultry  as  a 
food  product.  Following  this  show  came 
many  new  importations  of  various  breeds,  so 
that  the  exhibition  of  1850  was  a  wonderful 
improvement  on  the  Garden  show  of  two 
years  previous.  After  this  show  with  its  dis- 
play of  new  fowls  the  whole  of  New  England 
was  scoured  for  specimens  that  in  any  way 
resembled  the  new  ones,  and  the  greatest 
excitement  prevailed.  Burnhani's  book. 
The  History  of  the  Hen  Fever,"  ^ives  a 
vivid  description  of  this  craze.  The  prices  he 
quoted  in  ridicule  have  now  become  legitimate 
prices  for  fine  stock,  though  in  the  onward 
march  of  poultry  culture  the  stock  has 
improved  in  keeping  with  the  prices.  Though 
Burnham  ridiculed  the  breeds  then,  he  lived 
to  see  these  very  birds  improve,  and  to  be 
forced  to  give  the  excitement  which  these 
fowls  created  the  credit  of  being  the  first  step 
iu  the  ladder  which  has  raised  poultry  culture 
to  the  position  of  the  largest  agricultural 
industry  in  America. 

To  go  back  to  my  Cochin  Chinas:  The 
school  I  attended  was  within  hearing  distance 
of  our  bai  n,  and  my  Cochin  Chinas  learned  to 
associate  the  noise  and  uproar  of  the  boys, let 
out  of  school  with  their  evening  meal.  The 
v.'hole  flock  would  come  twenty  rods  down 
the  main  street  to  meet  me.  Imagine  the 
pic-ture:— cockerels  that  could  eat  off  a  barrel 
head  coming  with  measured  strides  and 
droopy  wings,  and  the  pullets,  half  flying  and 
running  ostrich  fashion,  following  in  their 
wake;  all  coming  to  meet  me  as  I  came  from 
school.  And  this  on  the  main  thoroughfare 
of  the  town.  Do  you  wonder  that  the  flock 
became  noted,  and  that  people  came  from  all 
jioints  of  the  compass  to  see  hens  weighing 
twelve  pounds? 

Hen  houses  were  rare  in  those  days.  With 


the  horses  and  cattle  the  fowls  were  joint 
tenants  of  the  barn.  Our  fine  gray  horse 
became  an  adept  in  appropriating  the  eggs 
laid  in  his  manger.  He  would  wait  patiently 
for  an  egg,  and  take  it  the  moment  it  w  as  laid. 
It  was  not  an  unusual  sight  to  see  a  particular 
hen  sitting  composedly  on  his  broad  loin.  In 
the  spring,  when  hot  weather  came,  this 
magnificent  gray  became  restless.  He  rubbed 
nearly  all  the  hair  from  his  mane  and  tail,  and 
minute  festers  appeared  on  his  body.  Then 
iu  hunting  for  eggs  my  clothes  were  sprinkled 
with  a  very  lively  and  annoying  hayseed, 
which,  so  far  as  old  Gray  was  concerned, 
diagnosed  as  hen  lice.  So  my  hens  were 
banished  from  the  barn,  and  more  than  half 
of  them  disposed  of  for  poultry . 

Old  Gray's  sutterings  gave  me  a  poultry 
house— the  first  one  in  the  part  of  the  town  in 
which  I  lived.  It  was  a  building,  12  x  15  feet 
on  the  ground,  which  had  been  used  as  a  pig- 
sty. To  fit  it  for  the  poultry,  it  had  to  be 
raised  to  a  level  with  the  sills  of  the  barn. 
When  this  was  being  done,  and  the  building 
was  nearly  in  position,  the  blocking  under  it 
gave  way.  The  building  careened  toward 
a  corner  under  which  my  father  had  his 
shoulders,  and  its  entire  weight  came  upon 
him.  Had  he  given  way  in  the  least  he  would 
have  been  crushed,  and  the  building  would 
have  come  down  like  a  trap  on  myself  and 
the  neighbors'  boys  with  me.  At  night, 
father  said  to  me,  "  Your  insane  love  for 
chickens  has  disfigured  the  horse,  and  had  I 
not  been  a  very  strong  man,  tonight  you 
would  be  fatherless— and  do  you  suppose  it 
would  cure  you?  As  I  went  to  bed  rather 
soberly  I  could  not  but  feel  grateful  that 
father  was  strong,  and  that  I  was  to  have  a 
henhouse.  A  good  wash  with  a  disinfectant 
and  insect  exterminator,  and  a  season  in 
pasture  brought  old  Gray  out  all  right. 

In  those  days,  my  young  reader,  there  y  as 
no  desiccated  fish,  no  ground  scraps,  no 
ground  oyster  shell,  no  balanced  rations  — 
none  of  the  things  which  now  make  it  as  easy 
for  a  man  to  care  for  a  thousand  fowls  as  it 
was  then  to  properly  care  for  a  hundred. 
Most  of  the  grain  was  home  raised,  and  fed 
whole.  Old  crockery  and  oyster  shells  had  to 
be  pounded  up  with  a  big  sledge  hammer  on 
au  old  anvil.  For  meat  we  bought  sheep 
heads  and  beef  heads  at  the  slaughter  houses, 
hacked  them  to  pieces  with  a  hatchet,  and 
pounded  the  bones  fine  enough  for  the  fowls 
to  eat.  As  they  got  such  rations  none  too 
often,  they  were  crazy  when  they  did  come, 
and  the  tame  pets  were  the  ones  to  come  to 
grief  oftenest.  Once  the  pet  pullet  of  my 
flock  darted  her  head  in  just  as  the  sledge 
was  coming  down,  and  it  was  mashed  to  a 
jelly. 

My  boy  readers,  between  twelve  and  eight- 
een, how  do  you  like  the  story  of  the  boy's 
struggles  as  compared  with  the  easy  time  you 
have  now,  with  the  poultry  press  training, 
with  the  experience  of  older  fanciers,  with  the 
modern  improvements,  and  with  the  immense 
demand, which  causes  even  men  with  large 
capital  to  be  interested  in  poultry  culture? 

I  was  now  approaching  manhood.  My 
horse  and  shay,  and  my  lady  fi  iends  engrossed 
my  attention  to  the  neglect  of  my  boy's  love 
and  boy's  care  of  my  flocks.  But  the  first 
thing  I  did  after  marriage  was  to  build  a 
poultry  house. 

The  poultry  exhibition  at  Boston  in  1850 
may  well  be  termed  the  beginning  of  poultry 
culture  in  America.  The  White  and  Buff 
Cochins,  Gray  Shanghais,  Chittagongs,  Dork- 
ings, Leghorns,  Black  Miuorcas,  and  Spanish 
were  there,  and  at  this  show  was  introduced 
the  lordly  Light  Brahma,  which  was  destined 
to  eclipse  all  breeds.  The  craze  for  large 
poultry  had  become  general  throughout  the 
states,  and  with  this  epoch  the  real  work  with 
breeds  having  identity  as  to  shape  and  color, 
and  the  interest  of  men  in  shape  and  color 
requisites,  commenced.  I.  K.  Felch. 


WAIT. 

If  a  merchant  try  a  paper 

With  a  little  ad. 
And  at  fii'st  it  doesn't  prosper. 

Need  lie  leel  so  sad  ? 
Perservlng  advertising 

Is  the  only  way 
To  secure  a  lot  of  business 

And  to  make  It  pay  .' 

—  I'l'inttt'i-'  Ink,  1 
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WINTER     WORK  WITH 
LAYERS. 


Make  Them  Work,  But  Not  Too 
Much — Let  Them  Eat  Enough, 
Not  More. 

Exercise.— What  Kind? 

Fowls  iit  liberty  take  exercise  priucipally 
by  walkiug  and  stTatching.  It  may  be 
observed  that  when  they  have  a  suitable  place 
It  which  to  scratch  they  pass  much  of  the 
time  there.  The  propensity  to  scratch,  long 
accounted  the  hens'  peculiar  vice,  is  turned  to 
advantage  by  those  who  successfully  keep 
nans  in  conliuemeiit.  Without  the  littered 
scratching  feeding  floor,  keeping  hens  healthy 
and  productive  in  confinement  is  difficult. 
With  this  provision  for  exercise,  hens  are 
kept  in  perfect  health  and  at  the  highest  stage 
ol  productiveness  during  long  periods  when 
they  do  not  once  leave  the  house  and  small 
yard  which  are  their  quarters. 

Exercise. —  How  Huch? 

Poultry  keepers,  being  human,  are  prone  to 
go  to  extremes.  This  is  as  true  of  plain 
poultrymen  with  their  methods,  ideas,  and 
theories,  as  it  is  of  fanciers  in  their  devotion 
to  the  development  of  non-essential  strictly 
fancy  features.  Having  tried  for  years  to 
keep  fowls  in  confinement  without  adequate 
provision  for  exercise,  poultrymen  are  now 
very  generally  compelling  too  much  exercise. 
To  keep  fowls  scratching  all  day  —  scratching 
busily  for  aZi  the  grain  they  get,  is  carrying  a 
good  thing  too  far.  As  much  exercise  as  will 
keep  them  in  good  condition,  is  needful ;  more 
is  superfluous,  and  therefore  wasteful.  Exer- 
cise must  be  paid  for  if  food  is  paid  for.  The 
amount  of  exercise  needed  varies;  it  must  be 
regulated  by  the  condition  of  the  fowl.  At 
any  age,  a  fowl  in  good  condition  is  plump. 
A  poor  thin  fowi  has  no  reserve  force.  A 
fowl  la  good  condition,  well  fed  on  a  well 
balanced  ration,  will  keep  in  good  condition 
while  producing  a  good  average  yield  of  eggs 
if  obliged  to  scratch  about  one-third  of  the 
day  for  one-third  of  its  food.  To  bring  a  poor 
fowl  up  in  condition  the  proportion  of  food 
secured  by  exercise  must  be  reduced.  To 
reduce  a  fat  fowl,  compel  more  exercise  — 
even  going  so  far  as,  for  a  while,  to  oblige  the 
fowl  to  work  for  all  food,  letting  it  go  hungry 
until  it  will  scratch.  There  need  be  no  fear 
of  injuring  a  fowl  by  this  seemingly  heroic 
treatment,  unless,  as  is  sometimes  the  case, 
sore  feet  or  lame  joints  make  a  fowl  averse  to 
scratching;  then  the  disease  must  be  cured 
before  stringent  measures  are  resorted  to  to 
put  the  fowl  in  condition. 

Exercise  for  Heavy  Fowls. 

"Wjiat  exercise  suits  a  Leghorn  does  not  suit 
a  Brahma  or  Cochin.  In  the  first  place,  the 
Asiatics  do  not  need  as  much  exercise  as  other 
varieties,  and  in  just  walkiug  about  they  get 
much  more  of  what  exercise  they  need.  Even 
in  small  rather  bare  yards  they  keep  in  good 
condition  without  special  opportunity  or  pro- 
vision for  exercise.  As  is  well  known, 
Asiatics  are  both  the  hardiest  of  fowls,  and 
the  best  suited  to  close  confinement.  In  the 
next  place,  scratching  is  harder  work  for 
them  than  for  clean  legged  fowls,  they  do  not 
work  easily  in  heavy  litter;  so,  while  the  rule 
of  one-third  of  a  day's  work  for  one-third  of 
a  day's  rations  can  be  applied  to  Asiatics,  it  is 
necessary  to  so  litter  the  floors  that  the  rule 
will  work  right. 

What  to  Use  for  Scratching  Litter. 

Straw  and  cheap  hay  make  the  best  scratch- 
ing litter.  Dry  leaves  make  good  litter,  but 
are  not  as  nice  to  handle,  and  break  up 
quicker.  Those  who  grow  their  own  grain 
and  those  who  can  get  sheaf  grain  often  feed 
it  uiithreshed.  On  a  large  plant  provision 
must  be  made  for  a  regular  supply  of  litter. 
Where  good  straw  is  as  cheap  as  it  is  in  most 
grain  growing  sections,  it  is  the  best  litter 
obtainable.  When  straw  costs  from  five  to 
eight  dollars  a  ton,  those  who  need  much  of  it 
should  look  for  something  cheaper.  Shavings 
or  other  clean  rubbish  —  almost  anything  that 
conceals  the  grain,  and  can  be  "scratched," 
will  do. 

To  Keep  a  Scratching  Floor  in  Good 
Order. 

The  litter  must  be  often  renewed,  yet  be 
always  in  neasly  the  same  condition.  When 


Utter  is  long  and  thickly  strewn  on  the  floor, 
an  excess,  over  what  is  needed  at  the  time,  of 
grain  must  be  given,  or  the  fowls  will  not  get 
it  fast  enough.  If  the  litter  is  short  and  much 
broken,  it  packs  together;  the  grain  lies  on  it, 
and  is  not  hidden  unless  worked  in  with  rake 
or  fork  —  a  tedious  process,  and  when  a  floor 
is  managed  right,  an  unnecessary  one.  Begin- 
ning with  a  clean  floor,  as  much  litter  should 
be  put  in  as,  when  well  scattered  by  the 
fowls,  will  cover  the  floor  loosely  to  a  depth 
of  four  or  five  inches.  As  soon  as  this  is  so 
broken  that  It  packs,  a  little  more  should  be 
added, —  and  more,— and  more,  at  regular 
intervals;  the  object  being  to  have  it  four  or 
five  inches  in  depth,  and  of  such  length  that 
it  does  not  park,  and  the  grain  thrown  into  it 
is  nearly  all  hidden  at  once.  After  about  a 
month  from  the  time  the  first  litter  was  put 
in,  the  coarser  stutt'on  top  should  be  raked  to 
one  side  and  some  of  the  finely  broken,  dusty 
stuff  next  the  floor  removed.  Once  the  floor 
is  filled  up  right  —  about  an  inch  of  fine,  but 
not  too  finely  broken  litter  nex*  th'  floor,  and 
three  or  four  inches  of  coarse  loo^e  litter 
above  it,  it  can  be  kept  right  by  adding  a  suit- 
able amount  of  new  litter  once  a  week  or  so, 
and  removing  the  refuse  about  once  a  mouth. 
This  will  be  about  right  when  the  floor  space 
is  five  to  six  feet  per  hen.  With  larger  floor 
space  the  litter  is,  of  course,  not  so  soon 
broken ;  with  less  floor  space  it  would  be  very 
diflicult  to  keep  a  floor  in  condition  without 
doing  more  work  of  this  kind  than  is  profitable. 

A  Balanced  Ration. 

A  balanced  ration  is  a  complete  ration,  con- 
taining in  proper  proportion  and  in  sufticieut 
quantity  all  needed  food  elements.  The  food 
eaten  by  a  fowl  goes,  to  growth,  including  egg 
production,  which  is  reproduction;  —  to 
loarnith  ; — to  strength.  Nitrogenous  ele- 
ments are  built  into  the  body,  replacing  worn 
and  adding  new  substance.  Carbonaceous 
elements  are  hurned  in  the  body,  giving  heat 
and  energy  —  capacity  for  muscular  action. 
The  needs  of  the  fowl's  system  are  not  always 
the  same;  it  does  not  always  use  the  different 
elements  in  the  same  proportions.  The  fowl 
has  within  itself  limited  power  to  balance  its 
ration  by  appropriating  a  surplus  of  one  class 
of  foods  to  makeup  a  deficit  of  other  elements, 
but  this  power  can  be  exercised  only  within 
narrow  limits  and  for  small  errors  in  feeding. 
A  feeder  must  learn  by  observation  and 
experience  how  to  vary  the  ration  to  suit  dif- 
ferent temperatures,  as  well  as  to  accord  with 
changes  in  the  condition  of  the  fowls.  In  the 
rations  used  by  expert  feeders  the  proportions 
of  different  food  elements  are  about  right  for 
average  normal  conditions. 

A  Variety  of  Foods  Needed. 

A  ration  which  is  suflicieut  in  quantity,  and 
provides  the  variety  necessary  to  make  it 
appetizing  is  as  a  rule  a  fairly  well  balanced 
ration.  Such  a  ration  for  fowls  in  confine- 
ment would  comprise  two  or  more  kinds  of 
whole  grain;  a  mash  of  vegetables,  or  hay, 
corn  meal,  wheat  middlings  and  bran  in  about 
equal  parts,  or  mill  stuft's  the  equivalent  of 
this  combination  in  feeding  value;  some  kind 
of  meat  food,  and  a  little  green  vegetables;  — 
a  simple  diet,  yet  varied  enough  to  keep  the 
appetite  healthy  and  the  digestive  organs  in 
good  working  order.  When  fed  grains  of 
which  they  are  fond,  under  conditions  which 
invite  gluttony,  hens  will  overeat,  as  they  will 
also  of  mashes  containing  too  much  corn  meal. 
If  fed  a  little  short  on  grain  stufl's,  fowls 
which  get  meat  and  vegetables  regularly  and 
often,  may  be  allowed  to  let  their  appetites 
regulate  quantities  of  such  foods  to  be  given. 

Elaborate  compounds  of  foods  are  not 
needed  in  mashes.  In  general  a  mash  will  be 
as  well  balanced  with  few  ingredients  as  with 
many.  That  the  fowls  may  be  trained  to  eat 
what  is  set  before  them,  frequent  changes 
should  be  made  in  the  grains  introduced,  by 
way  of  giving  variety.  The  staple  grain 
foods  must  always  be  those  most  abundantly 
produced,  or  outside  of  grain  growing  sec- 
tions, those  which  are  cheapest. 

Methods  of  Feeding.  , 

In  feeding  method  an 3  regularity  are  all 
important.  There  must  be  system.  To  the 
fowls  it  will  make  little  difference  what  sys- 
tem is  used ;  to  the  feeder  it  may  make  much. 
The  most  common  method  is  to  give  the  mash 
in  the  morning;  vegetables,  cut  bone,  or  a 
light  feed  of  grain  at  noon ;  and  a  full  feed  of 


grain  in  the  evening.  Grain  in  the  morning, 
and  mash  at  night,  give  just  as  good  results; 
and  results  as  good  as  the  best  have  been 
secured  by  some  poultrymen  who  feed  the 
mash  at  noon.  It  is  by  no  means  certain  that 
as  good  results  cannot  be  obtained  without  a 
mash  as  with  one.  The  general  experience, 
however,  is  that  it  is  easier  to  get  good  results 
by  using  a  mash  feed  of  mixed  stuft's  once  a 
day.  The  great  value  of  the  mash  is  that 
properly  used  it  is  a  good  gauge  and  regulator 
of  the  ration  as  a  whole.  Whatever  be  the 
method  adopted,  a  change  should  be  made 
only  after  due  consideration,  and  for  cause. 
It  is  folly  to  be  continually  changing  and 
experimenting. 

How  Often  to  Feed. 

Unless  the  foraging  ground  is  uncommonly 
good,  fowls  at  liberty  should  be  fed  twice  a 
day.  Fowls  in  confinement  should  be  fed 
two  or  three  times,  according  to  the  manner 
of  feeding  the  whole  grain.  When  grain  is 
fed  on  the  bare  ground,  or  on  scantily  littered 
floors,  it  is  better  to  give  the  grain  for  the 
day  in  two  feeds;  when  floors  are  heavily 
littered,  once  feeding  grain  may  be  enough. 
Occasional  light  feeds  "between  meals"  are 
good,  especially  in  the  long  summer  days;  but 
to  regularly  give  four  or  five  meals  daily  to 
adult  fowls,  is  i)oor  method. 

How  Much  to  Feed. 

The  common  rule  for  a  full  feed  of  mash  is  : 
All  they  will  eat  up  clean  and  quick.  If  a 
mash  is  left  before  fowls  they  will,  after  hav- 
ing satisfied  their  appetites  once,  go  away, 
and  a  little  later  come  back  and  eat  more.  It 
is  best  to  give  only  what  they  will  take  at 
one  time,  and  to  remove  what  is  left,  after 
say,  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  Of  a  properly 
compounded  mash  —  right  in  bulk  as  well  as 
in  proportions,  as  much  as  they  will  eat  at 
one  time  may  be  given  with  entire  safety. 
When  grain  is  fed  in  heavy  litter,  a  quart 
gives  a  full  feed  to  a  dozen  average  fowls.  A 
quart  of  grain  fed  thus  in  the  evening,  is  not 
all  eaten  that  day ;  or  fed  in  the  morning,  does 
not  keep  the  hens  scratching  steadily  until  it 
is  all  consumed.  One-fifth  to  one-fourth  of  It 
will  remain  in  the  litter — the  fowls  having 
had  a  good  cieal  within  a  reasonable  time  — 
to  be  scratched  out  later  that  day  or  early  next 
morning,  as  the  case  may  be.  When  the  grain 
is  fed  in  this  way  at  night,  the  feeding  of  the 
mash  can  be  delayed  a  little  in  the  morning 
while  the  fowls  work  out  what  grain  is  left; 
or,  if  it  is  preferred,  the  mash  can  be  fed 
early,  and  the  fowls  will  scratch  out  what 
grain  is  in  the  litter  about  noon. 

Good  Feeding  Requires  Skill. 

No  matter  how  thorough  book  knowledge 
one  may  have  of  the  properties  of  foods  and 
the  principles  of  feeding;  no  matter  how 
familiar  he  may  be  with  the  accepted  for- 
mulas for  correct  feeding;  or  how  closely  he 
may  follow  a  good  system  of  feeding,  he  finds 
that  good  feeding  depends  finally  on  Skill, 
and  that  skill  comes  only  through  practice. 
Skill  in  feeding  is  not  merely  mechanical;  it 
depends  on  judgment  trained  to  observe 
closely,  and  without  conscious  effort,  the 
appearances  of  fovv'ls,  and  to  note  begi|inings 
of  departures  from  right  conditions. 

Some  Tested  Rations  for  Laying 
Hens. 

Wyckoff's  Ration  fok  Leghorns.— 
Morning:  mash,  compounded  as  follows:  1 
bushel  corn,  2  bushels  oats,  ground  fine;  to 
each  200  pounds  of  this  mixture  add  100 
pounds  bran,  and  5  or  6  pounds  beet  scraps; 
moisten  with  milk;  feed  in  troughs,  returning 
after  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  to  take  up  any 
food  that  may  be  left,  or  to  give  a  second 
feeding  if  needed.  At  noon  give  green  food, 
mangels  or  cabbage  in  winter,  clover  or  kale 
in  summer:  sometimes  a  light  feed  of  grain 
in  litter.  At  night  feed  mixed  grain,  in 
winter  2  bushels  each  wheat,  oats,  buckwheat, 
and  corn;  in  summer  reduce  the  amount  of 
corn  one-half. 

A  Laying  Ration  for  Twelve  Wyan- 
DOTTES. —  Morning:  1  quart  wheat  in  litter. 
Nool:  green  food,  clover,  mangels  or  cab- 
bage. Evening:  mash  of  8  parts  corn  meal, 
8  parts  fine  bran,  4  parts  buckwheat  mid- 
dlings, 3  par'.s  meat  meal,  2  parts  oil  meal,  a 
little  salt;  all  mixed  in  warm  water,  and  fed 
crumbly, all  they  will  eat  up  clean. 

BoYER's  Ration  for  Twelve  Fowls.— 
Dump  all  kitchen  scraps  into  an  old  pot,  and 


"He  That  Stays 
Does  the  Business/' 

All  the  world  admires  "  staying  power." 
On  this  quality  success  depends.  The  blood 
is  the  best  friend  the  heart  has,  and  "  faint 
heart "  never  won  anything.  Hood's  Sar- 
saparilla  is  the  best  friend  the  blood  ever 
had ;  it  cleanses  the  blood  of  everything, 
gives  perfect  health  and  strength. 


JU 


III 


] 


$3,  $4  and  $5  each. 


Also  a  few  Pullets  in  pairs,  trios,  etc. 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 
White  Wyandottes, 

Bi-own  Egg  Strains,  "  bred  for  business."' 

My  birds  are  bred  primarily  for  egg  production, 
and  are  great  layers  of  brown  eggs. 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

 South  Natick,  Mass. 

UNDERHILL'S 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES 

and  S.  C.  BROWN  LEGHORNS 

Won  at  Kingston  and  R.  I.  State  fair,  Sept.  o  to 
Oct.  9tb,7  first  and  9  second  prizes.  Some  very  choice 
cockerels  for  sale. 

THE  MANOR  POULTRY  YARDS, 
J.  G.  UNDERHILL,  Wakefield,  K.  I. 

INCUBATOR  EGGS. 

"210  EGG  STRAIN" 

White  Wyandottes. 

Fine,  vigorous  cockerels,  S3  and  S4  each. 

,  F.  E.  WOODS, 
Formerly  at  Natick.  Mansfield,  Mass. 

REMINGTON'S 

BLACK  LANGSHANS. 

As  the  season  is  now  ended,  I  will  sell  a  few  of  my 
this  season's  breeders  to  make  room  for  young  slock, 
at  reasonable  prices,  Young  stock  for  sale  after 
September  1st. 

J.  S.  REMINGTON, 
P.  O.  Box  136.  Greenville,  R.  I. 


B 


alley's 
ROWN  LEGHORNS. 


Noted  layers,  prize  winners,  and  non-siiter?. 

J.  A.  BAILEY, 
No.  738  14th  St.,  Denver,,  Colo. 


RAYMOND'S 


white 

BUFF 


Wyandottes 


SILVER  , 
GOLDEN 


Are  great  lajt'rs  as  well  as  PRIZE  WINNERS, 
and  have  ricli  yellow  legs  and  correct  plumage. 

Cockerels,  extra  fine,  S3,  $4,  and  fSeacli:  a  good 
trio  for  $8.  WILL  H.  RAYMOND, 

Box68fi,      Central  Falls,  R.  I. 

Cockerel  Sale. 

To  advertise  our  stock  of  Buff  P.  Rocks,  Partridge 
Cocliins,  and  Liglit  Brahmas  for  30  days  at  S4  eacli. 
Your  money  back  if  I  don't  please  you.  Write  today. 
RIVER  HE.4D  POULTRY  FARM, 
Old  Mystic,  Conn. 

BREDTO  LAY 


Breeding  Stock 
FOR  SALE. 


WHITE  WIANDOTTE 

Yearling  females,  every  one  with  an  accurate  rec- 
ord of  eggs  laid  up  to  date. 
Pullets,  Cockerels,  Hens,  Cocks. 
We  breed  for  vigor,  size,  and  largest  number  of 

BBIC.IULT  POULTRY  FARM, 

Lawrence,  Mass. 
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A  "LEMEN"  LANGSHAX. 


cook  each  evening;  salt  when  cooking.  In 
the  morning  heat  up  again.  Scald  1  pint 
bran,  1  pint  equal  parts  ground  oats  and  corn 
meal,  and  mix  with  the  scraps.  Twice  a 
week  add  a  little  condition  powder  or  sulphur 
and  charcoal.  Feed  two  quarts  of  this  mix- 
ture, rather  less  than  more,  to  twelve  hens. 
At  noon  feed  one  pint  wheat  or  oats  in  litter. 
At  night  give  one  quart  of  wheat,  oats,  or  (in 
winter)  cracked  corn  in  litter,  feeding  the 
grains  in  regular  ratation. 

Ration  for  Small  Flock  in  Confine- 
ment, With  Exercise.—  Morning :  mashes 
allernating,  one  day,  table  scraps  and  slops 
mixed  cold  with  coru  meal,  shorts  and  bran, 
equal  parts;  next  day,  2  parts  corn  meal,  1 
part  shorts,  3  parts  bran,  a  little  meat  meal: 
make  a  thin  mush  of  the  corn  meal,  and  pour 
it,  while  boiling,  over  the  other  ingredients 
previously  mixed  dry  in  a  pail;  stir  thor- 
oughly to  make  a  stiff,  almost  crumbly  dough  ; 
feed  when  cool.  (A  mash  made  in  this  way 
needs  time  to  cook  by  its  own  heat).  At  noon 
give  vegetables  or  other  green  food.  Toward 
evening  give  cracked  corn  (about  1  quart  to 
twelve  hens)  in  heavy  litter;  give  this  two 
days,  the  third  day  give  an  equal  quantity  of 
wheat,  barley  or  good  wheat  screenings.  On 
cold  evenings  give  at  dusk  as  much  whole 
corn  as  will  be  eaten  greedily. 

A  Good  General  Ration  for  Adult 
Fowls. —  Morning:  mash,  by  measure,  2 
parts  finely  cut  alfalfa  or  clover,  2  parts 
heavy  bran  (bran  and  shorts),  1  part  coru 
meal  or  corn  chop ;  cook  clover  or  alfalfa  in  as 
much  water  as  is  required  to  make  the  quan- 
tity of  mash  needed  of  proper  consistency — 
(about  the  proportion  of  5  gallons  of  water 
to  1  peck  cut  hay).  When  boiling,  stir  in  the 
corn  meal  or  chop,  making  a  thick  mush;  add 
the  bran,  making  a  very  stiff  almost  crumbly 
dough;  feed,  either  hot  or  cold,  all  they  will 
eat  up  clean  in  about  fifteen  minu.tes.  If 
other  green  food  is  abundant  the  hay  may  be 
omitted,  in  which  ease  not  so  much  mash 
should  be  fed,  and  the  green  food  given  about 
an  hour  or  two  after  the  mash.  With  the 
proportion  of  hay  specified  in  the  mash  given 
daily,  fowls  do  not  suffer  if  deprived  of  other 
green  food.  At  noon  give  a  light  feed  of  oats 
or  millet,  either  dry  or  steamed ;  or  give 
wheat  or  batley,  about  J  pint  to  ten  hens. 
Omit  noon  feed  on  Sundays.  Evenings,  at  4 
to  5  o'clock  give  wheat  or  barley,  about  1  pint 
to  ten  hens,  in  litter;  at  dusk  give  whole  corn 
to  fowls  which  will  leave  the  roosts  for  it. 
Two  or  three  times  a  week  give  cut  bone  at 
mid-afternoon,  and  on  those  days  slightly 
reduce  amount  of  grain  fed  in  the  evening. 


THE  BLACK  LANQSHAN. 


Mr.  Albert  Lemen's  Comments 
on  Ideals,  Types,  and 
Development. 

The  fact  that  the  Laugshan  was  originally 
imported  from  China  into  England,  is  too  well 
known  to  make  a  detailed  account  of  its  origin 
and  introduction  necessary  in  this  article.  In 
England  they  were  first  exhibited  in  1872,  and 
a  few  years  later  found  their  way  to  America. 
The  first  Standard  for  the  breed  appeared  in 
1882,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  they 
have  steadily  gained  iu  favor,  both  as  a  strictly 
fancy  breed  and  a  thoroughly  reliable  general 
purpose  fowl. 

During  my  experience  with  the  Langshan, 
which  covers  the  past  eleven  years,  there  has 
been  a  marked  advancement  in  this  breed, 
including  many  different  types.  When  the 
American  Laugshan  Club  was  formed  in  1888, 
new  and  additional  interest  was  created  iu 
this  breed,  and  their  improvement  since  that 
time  has  been  marked  by  careful  study  and 
painstaking  breeding.  The  club's  idtid  has 
been  widely  sought  for,  and  unquestionably 
the  most  admired.  I  much  prefer  the  tall, 
stately  and  graceful  Langshan  of  today,  so 
full  of.life,  vigor  and  hardiness,  to  the  short, 
chunky,  squatting  type  of  the  past;  and  I 
further  believe  the  present  specimen  is 
superior  to  the  old  type  iu  the  way  of  hardi- 
ness, egg  production,  early  maturity,  and  as 
a  market  fowl.  If  I  express  myself  in  strong 
language  when  speaking  of  this  noble  bird  it 
is  because  I  feel  that  the  Langshan  stands  in 
the  front  class  as  a  thoroughly  reliable,  all 
round,  general  purpose  fowl.  I  have  studied 
and  watched  the  breed  year  after  year;  the 
breeding  out  of  ugliness  and  bad  qualities;  the 
breeding  in  of  beauty,  and  the  development 
and  intensifying  of  those  sterling  qualities 
which  are  so  much  desired :  and  today  I  am 
more  in  love  with  the  Langshan  than  I  was 
eleven  years  ago  when  I  first  began  as  a 
breeder. 

Of  late  years  breeders  are  paying  more 
attention  to  color.  Especially  is  this  true 
since  the  last  revision  of  the  Standard,  which 
now  reads,  as  revised  in  1898:  "  Purple  bar- 
ring in  black  plumage,  in  each  section  where 
it  may  appear,  cut  one  point."  Nothing  is 
left  to  the  option  of  the  judge  —  the  rule  is 
mandatory.  A  wing  showing  only  a  trifle 
of  barring  is  cut  as  hard  as  one  where  the  pur- 
ple is  heavy  and  distinct.  No  taint  or  trace  of 
purple  barring  is  tolerated  or  countenanced. 


Still  I  would  prefer  (o  see  this  barring  in  a 
specimen  thau  a  dirty,  rusty,  sooty  black,  for 
this  barring  evil  creeps  into  the  nicely  colored 
specimens,  and  seems  to  grow  out  of  excessive 
lustre  or  metalic  shading.  A  dull,  sooty  black 
Langshan,  no  matter  of  what  type  or  excel- 
lence otherwise,  is  a  cull,  and  no  judge  will  do 
justice  to  a  specimen  vi'ho  overlooks  this  fact. 
Personally,  I  believe  disqualification  should 
follow,  but  the  Standard  has  evidently  over- 
looked this  point. 

The  Langshan  continues  to  grow  in  popu- 
larity because  of  its  intrinsic  worth;  is  more 
popular  today  than  ever.  Its  greatest  popu- 
larity, I  believe,  is  iu  the  west  and  southwest. 
Through  the  midd  le  states  this  variety  does  not 
appear  to  be  as  strong  as  in  the  west.  My 
trade  shows  a  good  strong  healthy  demand 
for  all  the  first  class  birds  I  can  raise.  The 
Langshan  is  notafad  or  fancy, —  but  a  steady, 
staple,  reliable  breed,  for  which  there  will 
always  be  a  healthy  demand. 

Lincoln,  Neb.  Albert  Lemen. 


SOME  REAL  FARM  WORK. 


Observations  of  a  Practical  Poul= 
trywoman. 

During  the  past  season  I  have  been  spend- 
ing a  good  many  weeks  studying  poultry 
raising  and  handling  as  it  is  practiced  on  the 
farm  today  —  not  as  an  outsider,  but  as  one 
who,  born  a  farmer's  daughter,  and  settled  a 
farmer's  wife,  as  well  as  akin  to  scores  of 
farmers,  has  always  felt  the  heart-throb 
of  farm  life,  and  looked  with  friendliest 
sympathy  at  farm  struggles.  I  have  taken 
salt  iu  prosperous  homes,  homes  moderately 
prosperous,  and  homes  where  the  struggle  to 
make  ends  meet  is  pitiably  hard  —  and  on 
every  farm  where  I  have  tarried,  and  on  every 
farm  which  I  have  passed  on  the  road,  poul- 
try in  one  or  more  varieties  is  kept. 

Now  I  know  farming  communities  well 
enough  to  be  fully  persuaded  that  farmers 
and  their  families  rank  much  above  the  aver- 
age in  intellectual  furnishing.  From  the  one 
neighborhood  which  I  have  known  best,  have 
gone  out  from  twenty-five  farms,  eighteen 
teachers  (seven  of  whom  attended  the  state 
normal  school)  and  two  trained  nurses.  It 
stands  to  reason  (does  it  not?)  that  people  of 
this  standing  would  scarcely  be  a  unit  in  any 
one  practice  unless  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
therefrom  were  certain,  and  reasonably  com- 
mensurate with  the  cost  iu  work  and  other- 
wise. 

Yet,  what  do  we  find  ?  Unanimity  as  to  the 
fact  of  poultry  keeping,  unanimity  in  the 
belief  that  a  small  amount  of  poultry  costing 
a  small  amount  of  troulile  and  expense  pays 
well  enough  ;  but  almost  unanimity  in  the  fear 
that  enlargement  of  expense  would  not  be 
followed  with  profitable  enlargement  of 
income.  That  is,  the  general  belief  seems  to 
be  that  poultry  is  profitable  when  odds  and 
ends  of  time  and  children's  services  can  be 
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utilized,  but  doubtfully  so  when  actual  ca»h 
outlay  and  men's  work  must  be  put  into  it. 

Here  and  there  one  finds  an  object  lesson  so 
plain  that  it  would  seem  as  though  its  teach- 
ing could  not  be  ignored.  For  instance,  on 
two  farms  whose  acres  join, may  be  seen  about 
the  best  and  the  poorest  ventures  with  poul- 
try,—  as  these  ventures  go  on  the  farms.  On 
the  poorer  one  just  enough  birds  are  kept  to 
supply  an  occasional  chicken  for  the  table,  and 
to  furnish  enough  surplus  in  the  spring  months 
to  help  pay  for  the  groceries  and  ginghams. 
Somehow, the  hens  never  hatch  well,thechicks 
hatched  never  grow  iu  any  fair  percentage, 
and  there  are  seldom  any  eggs  to  brag  of  iu 
autumn  and  winter. 

On  the  adjoining  farm  the  owner  is  putting 
up  an  occasional  new  poultry  house,  warm 
and  well  drained  ;  is  increasing  his  flocks  little 
by  little;  is  wearing  a  broader  smile  each  year 
when  poultry  is  mentioned,  and  scruples  not 
to  atfirm  that  he  can  make  money  with  eggs  at 
an  average  of  twelve  cents  a  dozen  for  the 
yeai'.  He  counts  his  winter  stock  birds  by 
the  hundred  instead  of  by  the  score,  and  every- 
thing about  the  place  wears  a  prosperous  look, 
in  strong  contrast  to  the  down-at-the-heel 
appearance  of  the  first  mentioned  place.  His 
children  are  well  clothed  and  well  schooled, 
while  the  children  of  the  first  have  to  earn 
their  own  clothes,  and  live  iu  the  strictest 
economy  in  every  way.  Yet  both  these  men 
are  equally  hard  working,  and  I  think  their 
regular  farm  work  is  equally  well  done;  but 
the  one  who  cannot  make  poultry  pay  to 
enlarge  despises  the  small  change  of  farm  life ; 
he  cannot  bear  chores.  As  poultry  keeping 
is  virtually  all  chores,  this  chief  reason  for  the 
difl'erence  is  obvious  to  all  who  know  both. 

I  saw  another  farm  where  the  flock  is 
increased  a  little  each  year,  a  farm  which 
seems  to  give  the  lie  to  the  oft  repeated  state- 
ment that  only  the  best  of  care  and  good  tale 
of  winter  eggs  can  make  poultry  really  profit- 
able. The  secret  of  success  here  lies  in  the 
commercial  end,  partly,  and  partly  iu  the  fact 

HARTNEST  STRAIN 

Pedigreed 

Light  Brahmas. 

An  abundance  of  winners  for  the  early 
shows,  from  Heavy  X^aying  Ancestors.  Pedi- 
gree ci'i'tilicate,  tluiwiug  hri'oding  Hues,  and  egg  rec- 
ords of  female  ancestiii's  wilh  each  piircliase. 

We  are  now  booking  orders  for  eggs  for 

the'  EUREKA  NEST  BOX 

Show5  wliicli  hens  lay,  and  each  lien's  eggs.  Easy  In 
hiiild.  No  traps  to  set,  cannot  get  out  of  order.  One 
Eureka  answers  for  each  iien. 

OVKK  600  BKEEDEKS  ENDORSE  IT. 

Building  Instructions  and  Permit  for  per- 
sonal use,  S3.00.    raniphlct  for  2c.  stami). 

HARTXEST  FARM,    Box  >.  Fjaniingliam,  Mass. 

213  EGG  STRAIN 

W.  WYANDOTTES, 

Prize  winners  and  heavy  layers  combined. 

Send  for  price  list  and  testimonial  circular,  and 
deal  with  a  man  that  will  use  you  square. 
As  egg  producers  they  are  all  right; 
As  fancy  birds  they  are  out  of  sight. 

F.  P.  PULSIFER, 

Spurr  Street,  Natick,  MaSS. 

THE  BEST    MARKING  BAND. 

Springs  on.  Won't  come  oil 
until  removed.  Sizes  for  all 
varieties.  Siamped  with  any 
letter  or  number,  and  enam- 
eled. Made  of  spring  brass. 
New  idea  iu  Bands  for  Breed- 
ing pens.  DiU'ereut  colors, 
12,24cls.;  25,  48cts.;  50.  72cls.; 
100,  $1.20.  We  also  make  Pigeon  Bauds.  Send  2c. 
stamp  for  sample  and  circular. 


Box  102  A, 


U.  S.  MARKING  BAND  CO., 

Phenix,  R.  I. 


ECONOMY 


IS  THE  KEY 
TO  WEALTH. 


IN  PRICE,  ko.....,.,..! 


After  Dec.  15th,  the  price  of 


R.I. Red  Males  f^^™ 


will  be  advanced  50  per  cent.,  and  price  of  Rose  Comb- 
males  will  be  raised  100  per  cent.,  but  for  next  two 
weeks  we  will  continue  to  sell  fair  to  good  single 
comb  cockerels,  suitable  for  crossing  or  for  pure 
breeding  for  meat  and  eggs,  at  $3  each ;  or  three  for 
$6.  May  be  returned  and  money  refunded  if  they  do 
not  suit.  SAMUiSL  CUSHMAN, 

Pawtacket,  R.  I. 


yon  can  save  money  by  buying  your  woven  wire  fenot 
from  UB. 

WE"  SELL  DIRECT  TO  THE  FARMER 
At  Whole*miB  Pr/ce*« 

We  use  only  the  best  quality  of  steel  wire,  all  pralvan- 
l2ed;  no  small  wires  used;  It's  all  interwoven;  thestay* 
can't  slip.   Write  to-daj  fordrculars  and  prices. 

ADVANCE  FENCB  CO.,    Il901d  St.,  Peoria,  IU  . 
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that  the  poultry  raiser  of  the  house  has  learued 
the  secret  of  rearing  nearly  every  chicle 
hatched.  Thus,  all  the  fqecl  leans  to  the  profit 
side  when  the  growing  chicles,  have  com- 
muted it  into  meat  at  a  good  three  hundred  or 
four  hundred  per  cent  profit.  All  the  poul- 
try products  go  to  private  custom,  the  middle- 
man's profit  being  turned  into  the  home  till. 
This  farm,  were  it  not  weighted  with  an  old 
encumbrance,  vvfould  lay  aside  more  than  f  1000 
a  year  for  its  owners,  a  good  slice  of  which 
comes  from  the  poultry.  Yet,  I  know  that 
this  poultry  is  not  yet  paying  one-half  what 
it  might  pay  with  just  a  little  belter  handling 
of  the  layers. 

I  saw  plain  signs  of  the  conversion  of  one 
farmer,  a  man  who  makes  a  specialty  of  fruit 
growing  in  an  extensive  way.  Five  years 
ago  he  could  not  be  induced  to  belive  that 
poultry  was  anything  but  a  nuisance  to  a  man 
in  his  circumstances.  He  did  not  condemn 
poultry,  but  merely  felt  that  it  did  not  belong 
with  large  fruit  and  truck  operations.  Just 
across  the  way  from  this  large  holding  was 
the  home  of  a  widow,  whose  large  family  had 
scattered,  leaving  her  alone  with  empty  house 
and  hands.  It  had  often  been  a  matter  of 
wonderment  to  me  how  this  woman,  whose 
sole  thought  had  been  her  children  and  her 
house,  and  who  knew  no  more  than  the 
veriest  child  about  any  outside  interest  of  the 
place,  would  manage  her  dreadful  leisure. 
Lately  I  found  out  —  she  had  devoted  it  to 
house  plants  and  chickens.  I  think  she  knew 
nothing  of  either,  formerly,  yet  behold  her 
now,  mistress  of  both  arts.  Her  hens,  few  in 
number,  but  profitable,  pay  all  her  grocery 
bills;  and,  moreover,  it  is  currently  reported 
that  the  large  holder  across  the  way,  stim- 
ulated by  the  success  of  the  widow's  little 
venture,  has  gone  largely  into  hens,  consider- 
ably to  the  profit  of  the  farm. 

Ail  these  more  or  less  successful  farm 
raisers  of  poultry  are  within  easy  distance  of 
dozens  of  others  who  have  not  yet  wakened 
to  the  possibilities  of  farm  poultry.  Yet,  I 
think  there  is  a  reason  seldom  mentioned  for 
such  apparent  lack  of  interest  in  a  good  thing. 
This  is  the  fact  that  such  a  large  proportion  of 
young  farmers  are  heavily  in  debt,  and  have 
no  capital  to  turn  around  with.  Enlargement 
of  poultry  interests,  to  be  successful,  depends 
on  good  warm  housing,  and  the  ready  money 
for  this  is  seldom  to  the  fore;  and  should  the 
poultry  already  kept  pay  a  real  ^profit,  too 
often  this  must  needs  go  to  pay  interest  or 
bills  already  contracted,  rather  than  to  the 
extension  of  this  branch  of  the  work. 

People  with  the  blues  have  been  wont  to 
say,  latterly,  that  it  was  all  a  farm  could  do 
to  support  its  owner  iu  these  times,  even  if  it 
were  already  paid  for.  I  saw  one  place, 
worked  on  shares  by  a  man  with  brains,  that 
is  giving  reasonable  returns  both  to  the  owner 
and  the  tenant.  Hens  are  thick  about  the 
yards  of  this  place.  Over  $20  was  spent 
lately  for  matched  ceilings  in  some  of  the 
houses.  The  chicks  are  hatched  from  the 
best  layers,  year  by  year,  and  the  owner  of 
the  place  expresses  himself  as  "  very  much 
pleased." 

As  a  rule,  it  is  the  young,  the  "hustlers,  " 
who  are  ready  to  strain  a  point  in  order  to 
see  whether  the  fathers  have  not  made  a  mis- 
take in  not  doing  more  with  poultry.  A  few 
days  ago,  an  "  old  fogy,"  slow  and  feeble,  his 
farming  days  nearly  over,  surprised  me  by 
admitting  that  the  hens  had  done  about  as 
well  as  anything  on  the  place.  This  was  a 
place,  too,  where  circumstances  forbade  the 
best  care  being  received  by  the  flock.  The 
poultry  leaven  is  surely  working,  but  every 
farm  needs  a  good  poultry  paper  to  make  it 
work  vigorously.  Myra  V.  Nokys. 


THE  BLACK  SPANISH. 


Keep  the  Eggs  Clean. 


Keep  the  eggs  clean  by  keeping  the  nests 
and  everything  about  the  hen  house  clean. 
When  eggs  get  dirty,  as  they  sometimes  will 
in  spite  of  all  precautions,  they  should  be 
washed  before  being  marketed,  but  it  is  better 
not  to  have  to  wash  them.  Receivers  of  eggs 
say  that  washed  eggs  will  not  keep,  and  that 
the  solutions  sometimes  used  to  make  dirty 
eggs  look  nice  and  clean  destroy  the  quality. 
Often  eggs  so  treated  spoil  before  the  lot  can 
be  jobbed  out. 


"Uncle  John"  Bennett,  Our  Most 
Celebrated  Breeder  of  Black 
Spanish,  Tells  the  Farm= 
Poultry  Circle  Something 
About  Them. 

Just  forty  years  ago  I  bought  my  first  trio 
of  White  Faced  Black  Spanish.  A  few 
Shanghais  had  been  bred  in  my  neighborhood 
a  few  years  previous,  but  the  stock  was  then 
run  out  —  mixed  with  common  stock. 

I  had  had  a  dislike  to  chickens  generally, 
and  let  them  roost  on  trees  until  Mrs.  Bennett 
commenced  to  build  a  henhouse.  Her  mother 


several  hundred  per  cent,  .ind  will  stay 
developed. 

I  kept  the  Spanish  on  account  of  their 
beauty,  and  for  their  large  white  eggs.  I 
think  that  the  Spanish  egg  is  the  best  flavored, 
and  their  crow  and  cackle  seem  to  me  so 
different  from  the  voices  of  other  breeds  — 
more  intelligent,  as  it  were.  But  they  have 
their  drawbacks;  they  cannot  slush  about  in 
wet  weather,  like  Plymouth  Rocks.  The  pul- 
lets develop  slowly  —  do  not  lay  until  about 
eight  months  old  ;  and  the  hens  molt  suddenly , 
lose  their  feathers  nearly  all  at  once,  and  it 
takes  them  four  months  to  get  over  their 
shedding  and  feathering;  but  when  they  do 
begin  to  lay  they  mean  business. 

They  are  the  same  now  as  when  I  first  got 
them,  except  that  the  white  face  and  lobe  are 


JOHN  BENNETT.  SUNMAN,  IND. 


had  given  her  a  flock  of  fowls  when  we  were 
married,  and  she  did  not  want  them  to  freeze. 
I  was  ashamed,  and  helped  her  to  fix  up  a 
comfortable  house.  Soon  after  that  I  received 
a  circular  from  L.  B.  Silver,  of  Ohio,  and 
after  reading  it  I  got  the  "  chicken  fever." 
Like  all  fevers,  it  cost  to  break  it.  It  cost  me 
$17  for  a  trio.  I  have  kept  the  breed  pure 
ever  since.  I  advertised  eggs,  and  got  a  lot 
of  dollars  the  first  season.  I  have  advertised 
every  year  since,  and  the  business  has  gradu- 
ally increased.  Old  customers  would  come 
back,  and  new  ones  would  come.  After  a 
few  years  I  got  many  calls  for  Light  Brah- 
mas,  and  I  bred  them,  as  well  as  the  Spanish. 
Later  I  got  a  pen  of  Plymouth  Rocks.  I 
found  it  too  much  bother  to  keep  more  than 
one  kind  (as  I  was  a  farmer,  and  am  yet,  and 
love  it  better  than  ever),  so  I  discarded  the 
Light  Brahmas  and  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 
as  I  liked  my  first  love  best,  and  gave  the 
Spanish  farm  range. 

I  built  a  comfortable  house  for  them  — not 
expensive.  My  motto  was  to  put  the  money 
in  good  fowls  rather  than  in  fine  buildings. 
All  went  well  until  the  Spanish  war,  began, 
then  orders  stopped  suddenly  —  the  word 
Spanish  was  against  my  pets;  but  this  year 
it  was  fairly  a  boom  for  them. 

The  Spanish  breed  did  not  take  very  well  iu 
my  neighborhood,  though  some  bought  eggs 
and  let  the  chicks  mix  with  the  dunghills. 
The  Light  Brahmas,  and  especially  the  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks,  were  liked  better  by  the 
farmers.  There  are  not  many  Light  Brahmas 
left  now,  but  the  country  is  full  of  Barred 
Plymouth  Rocks,  pure  and  mixed.  They 
stand  neglect  better  than  the  Spanish  ov  Leg- 
horns. All  the  new  breeds  were  tried  by  the 
farmers.  The  Buffs  are  the  "go"  now  with 
some.  It  is  a  rare  thing  to  see  a  dunghill 
chicken.  Of  course  I  helped  to  spread  the 
disease.  I  got  the  first  Jerseys  and  Chester 
Whites;  now  all  have  some  blooded  stock,  or 
grades,  at  least.    Yes;  all  stock  has  developed 


larger.  In  laying  quality  they  are  not 
improved  —  rather  the  contrary,  especially 
the  finest  specimens.  They  seem  to  be  "  stuck 
on  their  shape." 

I  have  often  thought  of  quitting  the  fancy, 
but  like  all  habits,  this  is  hard  to  break  — 
especially  when  it  keeps  a  fellow  in  pocket 
money  the  year  round. 

Sunman,Ind.  John  Bennett. 


BROILERS  AND 
DUCKS. 


GREEN 


A  Successful  Grower  Tells  the 
Secrets  of  Success. 

First,  to  be  successful  with  either  ducks  or 
chickens  for  market,  you  must  have  good 
eggs.  If  the  breeding  stock  is  overfat,  or 
infected  with  roup,  or  in  any  way  out  of  con- 
dition, it  will  be  impossible  to  hatch  and  rear 
the  young  in  sufKcient  quantities  to  make  the 
business  pay.  The  laying  stock  cannot  be  put 
in  too  good  condition. 

Give  laying  hens  all  the  liberty  you  can  ;  feed 
grain  (4  parts  cracked  to  3  parts  wholewheat) 
in  the  morning,  and  at  night  a  mash  made  of 
2  parts  cut  steamed  clover,  2  parts  corn  meal, 
1  part  chopped  oats,  1  part  bran,  wet  in 
winter  time  with  hot  water.  Mix  this  thor- 
oughly,  and  then  add  1  part  of  No.  2  flour,  and 
mix  over.  Let  it  stand  for  a  short  time,  and 
feed  just  what  they  will  eat  up  clean.  The 
morning  feed  should  be  buried  in  hayseed, 
leaves,  or  anything  that  will  make  them  work 
nearly  all  forenoon  for  their  food.  Feed 
breeding  hens  and  stock  ducks  only  twice 
daily. 

A  good  bill  of  fare  for  stock  ducks  is:  2 
parts  steamed  cut  clover,  2  parts  corn  meal,  2 
parts  bran,  1  part  oat  chop;  wet  and  mix,  then 
add  2  parts  No.  2  flour,  and  mix  over,  adding 
about  ten  per  cent  beef  scraps  or  green  cut 
bone.   See  that  they  don't  get  too  fat.  If 


they  get  fat  they  will  shod  their  feafbers,  and 
stop  laying. 

Start  Ui,;)  the  incubator  fully  a  week  before 
putting  the  eggs  in.  This  will  sweeten  the 
air  in  the  egg  chamber.  After  the  eggs  are 
put  in  attend  to  the  incubator  as  you  do  to 
other  all'airs.  Be  regular,  every  day.  Don't 
do  anything  more  than  is  necessary.  Should 
the  heat  get  higher  than  it  should,  gauge  it  to 
run  low  for  the  same  length  of  time.  We 
have  to  add  and  subtract  as  the  occasion  may 
require.  Hatch  without  moisture  if  possible, 
which  it  is  if  the  eggs  are  kept  at  the  proper 
temperature  and  cooled  as  they  should  be. 
Too  much  heat  injures  the  membrane,  as  will 
be  plainly  seen  when  the  hatch  comes  ofl'. 
The  yolk  will  not  be  absorbed,  and  sometimes 
the  entrails  will  come  out. 

The  first  thing  to  do  after  hatching  is  to  put . 
the  little  chickens  or  ducks  where  they  will 
keep  warm.  If  you  do  not  have  a  nursery 
for  them,  you  should  cover  them  with  a 
blanket  in  a  box,  or  basket,  near  the  kitchen 
fire.  After  feeding  and  watering  they  should 
be  put  back  again  in  the  nusery  or  basket. 
Don't  even  give  them  a  chance  to  get  chilled 
for  at  least  two  days;  after  that  they  can  be 
left  out  in  a  small  run  until  they  get  sleepy, 
when  they  should  be  driven  into  the  brooder 
and  confined,  with  a  board  placed  in  front  of 
the  opening,  until  the  next  feeding  time. 
Feed  often  for  four  or  five  days;  then  always 
hold  a  little  back  and  keep  them  so  that  they 
would  eat  a  little  more;  then  they  will  always 
be  hungry  and  ready  for  the  next  feed. 

For  chicks  take  equal  parts  of  cracked 
wheat  and  rolled  oats,  and  one-half  part  fine 
cracked  corn  ;  feed  this  through  the  day,  and 
at  night  give  a  mash,  the  same  as  to  the  laying 
hens.  Continue  this  until  fattening  time, 
when  you  can  give  them  a  food  made  chiefly 
of  corn  meal,  say  5  parts  meal  to  1  part  bran 
and  1  part  flour,  wet  and  mixed  thoroughly. 

Keep  the  brooders  warm  enough  so  that 
they  don't  crowd.  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to 
tell  anyouejust  how  warm  to  keep  the  brood- 
ers. If  you  wish  something  to  go  by,  the  best 
plan  is  to  pay  attention  to  the  chicks  iu  the 
brooder.  When  they  are  spread  out  all  over 
the  brooder  asleep,  then  with  the  thermometer 
iu  a  convenient  place  see  what  it  registers. 

Young  ducks  require  aljout  the  same  care 
as  chicks.  In  feeding  there  is  a  diflerencc, 
for  it  is  not  so  easy  to  overfeed  them  as  to 
overfeed  chickens.  Although  you  can  over- 
feed, it  is  not  so  difficult  to  get  them  back  to 
their  appetite.  At  first  feed  them  1  part  corn 
meal,  1  part  bran^  ^  part  stale  crackers  or 
bread,. and  ^  part  flour, —  use  the  flour  after 
mixing  the  other  ingredients.  In  the  absence 
of  crackers  and  bread,  take  only  ^  part  of  corn 
meal. 

To  fatten  ducks  take  5  parts  corn  meal,  3 
parts  bran,  2  parts  crackers,  1  part  beef 
scraps,  3  parts  green  corn  cut  short.  When 
it  comes  to  marketing,  dress  only  the  fat  and 
plump.  It  doesn't  pay  to  ship  poor  stock. 
Should  you  have  some  that  do  nc<  fatten 
under  favorable  conditions,  ship  then:  iu  one 
lot  for  what  they  will  bring,  which  will  not 
be  much.  G.  A.  McFetridge. 

WHITE  ROCKS. 

Tliat  are  white  as  snow,  and  slay  white.  No  hrassy 
bacli-s  or  bis  combs.  Tliey  have  wou  the  leadiug 
prizes  at  the  New  Yorli  sliows  lor  several  years.  At 
WasliinfttoD,  D.C.,  in  a  strong  class,  tliey  wou  first 
pen;  first  and  third  cocks;  first  and  second  hens; 
first  and  third  cockerels;  first  and  third  pullets,  if 
you  want  While  Rocks  that  are  bred  right  and  can 
win  anywhere,  write  nie.  I  have  two  farms  devoted 
to  this  breed,  and  no  one  can  sell  yon  better.  Ad.  on 
back  cover.  A.  C.  HAWKINS,      '  ' 

Juaucaster,  Mass. 

DO  YOU  WANT  LAYERS? 

Cox's  Barred  Ply.  Rocks 

Are  as  good  as  the  best,— strong  healthy,  vigorous, 
nicely  barred,  farm  raised  birds,  selected  year  by  year 
for  eggs  for  nine  yeai-s;  194  eggs  per  hen,  vearlv. 
Strictly    fresh,   liighiy    ferlile    eggs  for  hatcliing 

Every  Day  in  the  Year, 

at  S2  per  13;  So  per  3U ;  SIO  per  100.  . 

Cockerels,  S3,  $4,  $5  ea. 

H.  F.  COX.  Sabbath  Rest,  Pa. 

IF  YOU  WANT  SOME 

Very  fine  or  good  breeding  birds  in 

WHITE  INDIAN  GAMES, 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES, 

LIGHT  BRAHMA  BANTANIS 

I  can  furnish  tliem  to  you.  I  have  the  best  stock  1 
ever  had;  prices  low. 

Also  Clear  Grit,  Shells  and  Meat  Meal ;  Stand- 
ard for  quality.   Send  for  prices. 
D.  LINCOLN  OKK,  Box  1,  Orr's  Mills,  N.X. 
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A  DAY  WITH  A.  C.  HAWKINS. 


America's    Most  Successful 
Poultryman. 

As  it  was  most  fittinsj  that  it  should  be  so, 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  was  by  intention, 
and  not  by  accident  or  coincidence  that  the 
first  poultry  farm  described  in  Farm-Poul- 
try, (April,  1S90),  was  that  of  Mr.  A.  C. 
Hawkins,  at  Lancaster,  Mass.  Then,  as  now, 
Mr.  Hawkins'  name  always  came  first  when 
mention  was  made  of  successful  pouitrymen. 
I  well  remember  with  what  absorbing  interest 
I  read  that  description,  published  under  the 
heading,  "An  Inspiring  Example,"  and  when 
I  came  to  Massachusetts  I  had  promised 
myself  that  one  of  the  first  farms  visited 
would  be  that  of  Mr.  Hawkins.  One  thing 
and  anoth'er  postponed  the  proposed  visit. 
While  up  that  way  one  day  last  July,  Mr.  H. 
picked  me  up  on  the  road,  and  took  me  to  see 
a  few  of  the  chicks  on  outside  farms,  where 
we  tarried  so  long  that,  as  my  time  was 
liqiited,  I  had  to  leave  without  setting  foot  on 
the  home  farm,  but  with  an  urgent  invitation 
'  to  come  back  when  I  could  and  put  in  the  day 
among  the  chickens  and  visiting. 


WHITE  WYANDOTTE   COCK,  "SNOWFLAKE." 
First  Prize  at  the  National  Show,  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

by  A.   C.   Hawkins,   Lancaster,  Mass 


Bred  and  Owned 


So  one  crisp  October  morning  a  few  weeks 
ago  I  set  out  for  Lancaster.  That  was  the 
first  really  cold  morning  of  the  season.  It 
had  frozen  hard  during  the  night,  and  the  air 
was  chill,  keen,  and  penetrating.  "  A  fine 
day  to  look  at  the  chickens,"  I  remarked  when 
Mr.  Hawkins  met  me  at  the  station,  "Your 
weak,  inbred  stock,  will  be  huddled  up  in  the 
fence  corners,  and  we  won't  have  to  run  our 
legs  off  to  get  a  chance  to  look  at  the  chicks." 
He  laughed  as  he  answered,  "I  guess  we'll 
And  them  pretty  well  scattered  out,  if  it  is 
cold."   We  did. 

But  first  we  went  to  see  bis  hobby,  to  look 
at  some  of  the  well  bred  colts  which  he  raises 
"just  to  keep  the  feathers  off  me."  There 
was  one  two  year  old  for  which  he  refused 
§1,000  when  it  was  weaned,  and  several  others 
which  had  won  blue  ribbons  in  hot  company. 
I  imagine  that  his  interest  in  trotting  horses 
is  made  tolerably  profitable.  We  saw  these 
colts  at  the  barn  of  Mr.  Spaulding,  who 
handles  and  trains  them,  and  here  there  was 
a  fine  pen  of  Silver  Wyandottes  kept  under 
that  very  best  of  conditions  which  obtains 
when  one  small  flock  of  fowls  has  an  entire 
farm  to  itself.  Six  or  eight  other  farms  were 
visited.  On  some  were  single  breeding  yards 
of  fowls  and  moderate  sized  flocks  of  growing 
chicks;  on  others,  where  accommodations 
were  ample,  there  were  several  breeding  pens 
in  large  yards,  and  hundreds  of  head  of  young 
stock  scattered  all  over  the  fields.  It  is  Mr. 
Hawkins'  policy  to  have  as  much  of  his  stock 
as  possible  raised  outside,  as  his  experience 
has  been  that  better  stock  is  raised  this  way 


at  less  cost  than  when  large  stocks  are  raised 
year  after  year  on  the  same  ground.  He 
admits  that  it  is  possible  to  grow  chicks  in 
comparatively  close  quarters  which  are  not 
noticeably  inferior  to  those  which  have  had 
the  right  kind  of  range,  and  were  from 
parents  given  good  range;  but  he  insists  that 
after  breeding  and  rearing  in  this  way  for 
several  generations  a  marked  difference  is 
observable.  What  he  likes  best  is  to  gel  one 
of  his  fine  breeding  pens  installed  on  a  farm 
where  no  other  fowls  are  kept,  and  where 
one  to  two  hundred  chickens  will  be  reared 
in  the  good  old  fashioned  vvay,  slightly  varied 
by  the  addition  of  such  modern  methods  as 
help  the  chicks  to  get  all  the  good  and  none  of 
the  ill  of  the  old  fashioned  methods.  He 
grows  about  a  thousand  head  of  young  stock 
at  home  each  year,  but  this  is  only  a  small 
part  of  what  he  handles.  He  has  stock  on 
numerous  farms  within  a  radius  of  a  few 
miles  of  Lancaster,  and  finds  it  more  profit- 
able in  every  way  to  watch  these  flocks 
through  the  season,  give  the  keepers  the 
benefit  of  his  skill  and  advice,  and  pay  them  a 
fair  price  for  as  many  of  the  eggs  for  hatching 
as  he  needs  during  the  season,  and  for  what 
salable  chicks  are  raised.  Such  an  arrange- 
ment  is   mutually   advantageous,  for  the 

  farmers  get  much  more  for 

their  poultry  than  they 
would  if  producing  only  for 
market,  and  get  a  greater 
net  profit  than  if  breeding 
fine  stock  independently.  I 
would  note  in  passing  that 
Mr.  H.  has  no  faith  what- 
ever in  economic,  market, 
poultry  culture  as  a  money 
making  proposition,  except 
on  a  very  small  scale.  His 
experience  and  observation 
alike  have  been  that  while  a 
man  may  make  a  fair  living 
profit  from  market  poultry 
and  eggs  while  he  can  give 
the  stock  his  personal  care 
or  very  close  personal  super- 
vision, as  soon  as  he  has  to 
leave  the  care  of  the  stock 
mostly  to  others  the  narrow 
margin  of  profit  in  market 
products  goes  a-glimmeriug. 

Mr.  Hawkins'  name  has 
never,  I  think,  been  associ- 
ated with  that  of  any  but 
American  breeds.  Barred 
and  White  Rocks, and  Silver 
and  \Vhite  Wyandottes  have 
been  his  stand-bys.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  to  push  the 
Silver  Wyandottes,  and 
there  was  a  time  in  the  early 
days  of  the  White  Wyan- 

  dotte  when  he  had  a  corner 

on  that  variety,  and  until  his  customers 
were  ready  to  compete  with  him,  did  a 
land  office  business  in  White  Wyandotte  eggs 
and  stock.  Though  the  volume  of  his  trade 
in  any  one  of  the  varieties  he  handles 
would  satisfy  the  average  breeder  of  that 
variety,  unquestionably  his  greatest  success 
has  been  made  with  the  Barred  Plymouth 
Rock.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  immense 
popularity  of  the  variety,  but  is  rightly 
attributed  largely  by  those  who  know  the 
bi-eed  and  the  man  (and  among  them  are 
some  of  his  strongest  competitors)  to  his 
thorough  knowledge  of  one  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult breeds  in  the  Standard.  Mr.  Hawkins 
likes  to  tell  of  one  time  When  somebody  was 
raking  him,  absent,  over  the  coals,  insisting 
that  he  bought  his  winners,  and  somebody 
else  rejoined  :  "  Well,  perhaps  he  does  buy  his 
winners.  I  don't  know  anything  about  that; 
but,  if  he  does,  the  results  show  that  he 
knows  better  than  the  rest  of  you  which  ones 
to  buy."  He  is  rarely  found  exhibiting  in 
competition  nowadays,  though  he  does  shovv^ 
in  the  open  classes  occasionally,  and  frequently 
shows  display  pens  at  the  leading  shows. 

Within  a  year  or  two,  Mr.  Hawkins  has 
gone  into  Buft"  Rocks  quite  extensively.  He 
bought  stock  that  would  put  him  in  the  front 
rank  of  the  breeders  of  that  variety,  and  I 
think  that  the  breeders  of  Bufl'  Rocks  have 
good  cause  to  congratulate  themselves  that 
the  breed  has  succeeded  in  attaching  the 
interest  of  so  thorough  a  fancier,  and  so  skill- 
ful a  breeder. 


When  the  question  of 
mating  Barred  Plymouth 
Rocks  is  discussed,  Mr. 
Hawkius  has  sometimes 
been  quoted  as  inclining 
more  and  more  toward  the 
single  mating  system.  I 
never  could  see  the  reasons 
for  this,  because  his  pub- 
lished opinions  on  the  sub- 
ject have  been  quite  decid- 
edly in  favor  ot  the  other 
system.  The  fact  is  that  he 
uses  double  matings,  using 
precisely  such  birds  as  he 
has  frequently  described  in 
print  when  telliug  how  to 
mate  Barred  Rocks.  The 
males  in  his  pullet  matings 
are  a  little  lighter  colored 
than  Standard  show  birds, 
and  the  females  in  his  cock- 
erel pens  are  a  little  darker 
colored  than  Standard  show 
birds.  He  avoids  l)oth  very 
light  colored  males  and  very 
dark  colored  females:  he 
makes  no  extreme  matings, 
but  he  does,  nevertheless, 
breed  two  distinct  lines,  one 
for  males,  the  other  for 
females — and  it  is  by  this 
special  mating  system  that 

he  succeeds  in  getting  ninety,   

and  sometimes  ninety-five, 
per  cent  of  birds  salable  for  show  and  breeding 
jmrposes  —  not  as  I  have  seen  it  stated  some- 
where, ninety  to  ninety-five  per  cent  of  show 
birds.  As  all  who  understand  the  principle 
and  method  of  the  special  mating  know,  the 
cockerels  from  the  pullet  matings,  and  the 
pullets  from  the  cockerel  matings  are  not 
show  birds.  Mr.  Hawkins'  statement  of  the 
proportion  of  show  birds  produced  from  his 
matings  is  twenty-live  percent — see  his  con- 
tribution to  the  discussion  re  Barred  Rock 
improvement,  (F.-P.,Isov.  15). 

Inbreeding  is  a  matter  which  bothers  Mr. 
H.  not  at  all.  His  old  vaiieties  have  been 
bred  in  line  so  long,  and  his  knowledge  of  the 
varieties  in  general,  and  his  own  stock  in 
particular  is  so  thorough,  that  when  he  mates 
a  pen  of  birds  he  knows  beforehand  just  what 
to  expect  of  them.  Given  strong  healthy 
parents,  he  has  no  fear  of  the  consequences  of 
inbreeding,  and  mates  closely  related  birds  or 
distantly  related  birds  without  taking  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  kinship. 
All  he  wants  to  know  on  that  score  is  their 
line  of  breeding.  In  a  few  years  he  will  have 
the  Buff  Rocks  on  the  same  basis. 

Mr.  Hawkins'  services  are  much  in  demand 
as  a  judge  in  the  American  classes,  but  though 
he  docs  sometimes  consent  to  act  in  that 
capacity,  he  thinks  that  it  does  not  pay  him 
to  do  so,  because  he  has  all  he  can  do  well  in 
attending  to  his  own  business.  Says  he: 
"  When  I  go  awav  from  home  for  a  few  davs 


Young  Toulouse  Geese,  Boston,  '99. 
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Have  sliape  as  well  as  size,  and  are  prolitic  and 
profitable  breeilers. 

That  means  a  f^reat  deal,  as  yon  may  know  if  yt)n 
liave  liad  experience  witli  tlie  fiianmidlh  show  speci- 
mens. We  caii  sell  yon  prolific  winners.  Have  tliis 
season  sent  yonng  jceese  Ut  Alabama.  Geor^ria, 
Massaclmsftts,  Maine,  Mieliifian,  New  York,  New 
.lei'sey,  Pennsylvania,  Vir)»iiiia,  and  Nova  Scotia,  and 
over  half  o£  these  were  ordered  by  former  cnstoniers. 
We  have  a  few  young  EMBUEN  and  Toulouse 
and  HI)  selected  young  AFRICANS  to  siiare,  and 
can  suit  you  also  1£  you  wish.  Buying  geese  eggs  is 
somewhat  o£  a  chance  game,  but  there's  a  sure  thing 
in  buying  good  geese.  Send  us  a  tri.al  order.  If  yon 
are  dissatisfied  with  what  you  receive  return  immedi- 
ately, and  we  send  yf)ur  money  back.  S-'j  each  for 
what  you  ipani  in  good  young  stock,  or  for  fair  ifuatity 
old  gee.se,.  Finest  exhibition  trios  young  Africans,  S2b,  A 
lot  of  fifty  common  market  breeders,  old  ones,  at  $5  per 
pair  as  long  as  they  last.  Hundreds  at  the  Farm,  \\  est 
Mau>flel'i.  Mass.,  that  vou  can  Ijnv. 

SAMUEL  CUSflMAN,  Pawtucket,  K.  I. 


ONE  OF  HAWKINS'  PRIZE  WINNERS. 
First  Prize  White  Rock  Pullet  at  Washington,  D.  C. 


to  judge  a  show,  the  compensation  does  not 
mean  a  great  deal  to  me,  and  I  may  even  lose 
gooil  sales  by  it.  Suppose  that  just  after  I 
leave  home  a  letter  comes  from  someone  who 
wants  some  high  priced  birds,  and  wants 
them,  as  is  often  the  case,  in  a  hurry.  If  I 
am  away  for  three  days  there  may  be  so  much 
to  do  when  I  get  back  that  another  day  passes 
before  I  can  attend  to  all  the  correspondence 
that  has  accumulated.  The  probability  is 
that  this  party  wrote  to  several  other  breeders 
at  the  same  time  that  he  wrote  to  me.  They 
reply  promptly,  and  his  order  will  have  gone 
to  one  of  them  before  he  receives  my  reply." 

As  to  selling  birds  to  be  shown  where  he  is 
to  judge,  ha  has  no  qualms  whatever.  Says 
he:  "It  is  my  business  to  breed  and  sell 
exhibition  birds.  I  don't  care  anything  about 
judging  engagements — would  rather  not  have 
them,  and  if  people  have  not  confidence 
enough  in  me  to  trust  me  to  place  the  awards 
where  they  belong,  no  matter  whose  the  birds 
are,  or  where  they  came  from,  I  don't  see 

ROYAL  BLUE 

Was  without  a  question  the  Best  Karred  Kock 
that  ever  lived.  Me  won  two  bine  ribhonss  at  New 
York  in  strongest  company.  His  sons  and  grand- 
sons have  been  winners  at  many  ot  Ihe  largest  shows 
in  America.  4(K)  Koyal  Blue  cockeiels  and  2.0*0 
females  for  sale  at  honest  prices.  If  you  wish  lo 
breed  the  liest  Barred  Rocks,  take  the  Koyal  Blue 
line.   Ad.  on  back  cover. 

A.  C.  HAWKINS,  Lancaster,  Mass. 

SOMETHING  MEW 

THE  ROUND 

HOT  flIB  PLIPDTH 

INCUBATOK. 

A  new  thing;  none  other  ever  seen  on  the  market 
like  it.  Besides  being  new  and  novel,  it  has  ujany 
advantages  over  all  other  makes,  being  self-iegnlai- 
ing.  perfect  in  ven(ilati*m,  has  no  cold  corners, and  n(p 
artificial  moisture  is  used.  Write  for  catalo>;ne  ami 
photo,  of  both  our  Hot  Air  and  Hot  Water  macliines. 
or  call  and  see  us  :it  our  new  factory.  Visitors 
always  welcome.  Look  out  tor  our  cut  in  next  issue 
Address 

PLYMOUTH  INCUBATOK  CO., 
Tel.  12-6  Woburn.  Burlington,  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

Bred  For  Utility. 

Our  stock  is  farni  raiseO,  am!  have  freeaiuJ  iinliiiiitt'^1 
raD;<e;  are  lar^e,  vitrorous,  i)i-oIjtic  layers.    \\ C  have 
a  limited  number  of  pullets  for  sale'al  S'J  ami 
eaeli;  cockerels,  $3,  $4,  $5  each;  eK^r^,  S'2  pei-  15;  S6 
per  45;  SIO  per  100.  G.  H.  M  ANtKY, 

Sabbath  Kest.  Pa. 

YEARLY  EGG  RECORD 

Sent  Free 

With  every  r)rder  for  printing.  All  ki7ids  of  poultry 
cuts  and  printing.  Sena  for  catalogue.  Our  work  i'a 
pnmipt.   Our  i)rices  right. 

EAGLK  VVK.  CO.. 

Job  Uepl.  rittRHeld,  illiiBS. 
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what  they  would  want  me  to  judge  for.  If 
I  am  judging  a  class,  and  tiud  that  a  bird 
from  my  yards  is  the  best  in  that  class  he'll 
get  the  blue  ribbon;  but  the  fact  that  I  sold 
him  won't  give  him  anything  he  doesn't 
deserve.  I  have  frequently  passed  over  good 
birds  of  my  own  breeding  when  I  found  better 
ones  from  elsewhere  in  the  same  class,  and  I 
expect  to  do  it  every  time  that  the  circum- 
stances call  for  it.  The  fact  that  I  bred  or 
did  not  breed  a  particular  specimen,  does  not 
bias  my  judgment  of  it  either  way.  To  be 
able  to  form  a  correct  judgment  of  a  bird 
based  solely  on  its  merits,  is  a  necessary  quali- 
fication for  a  poultry  Ijreeder." 

In  character  and  methods  Mr.  Hawkins  is 
what  I  would  call  a  wide  awake  conservative. 
In  results  he  is  always  abreast  of  the  times, 
while  he  clings  more  than  most  poultrymen 
to  some  of  the  old  ways  of  doing  things. 
Though  never  at  a  loss  for  something  interest- 
ing to  talk  about,  he  is  not  what  would  be 
called  a  talkative  man.  He  considers  well 
what  he  has  to  say — before,  not  after,  be  says 
it —  and,  therefore,  says  very  little  that  later 
he  might  wish  unsaid.  A  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury of  dealings  with  buyers  of  poultry  have 
made  him  very  familiar  with  the  ways  of  the 
poultry  world,  and  he  thinks  that  none  of 
them  fret  him  now-a-days,  though  he  con- 
fesses that  the  customers  who  want  the  earth 
used  to  worry  him  a  great  deal.  vSuccessful 
as  he  has  been,  the  path  has  not  been  always 
easy.  Hardships  are  iiardships  to  the  success- 
ful as  well  as  to  others.  I  was  much  inter- 
ested in  Mrs.  Hawkins'  account  of  the  way  the 
business  had  to  be  transacted  when  Mr.  H. 
had  the  scarlet  fever  right  in  the  middle  of 
the  busiest  month  one  winter  some  ten  years 
ago.  While  he  was  very  ill,  correspondence 
and  orders  accumulated.  After  he  began 
convalescing  Mrs.  Hawkins  would  sit  in  the 
room  below  his,  with  the  register  in  the  floor 
between  open,  and  as  she  read  the  letters  to 
him  he  would  dictate  replies,  and  would  tell 
where  birds  were  which  he  thought  were 
what  he  wanted  to  fill  certain  orders.  Then 
the  man  would  get  the  birds,  and  carry  them 
one  by  one  up  the  ladder  to  the  window  of 
Mr.  H.'s  room  to  allow  him  to  inspect  them. 
It  involved  a  tremendous  amount  of  work, 
and  was  not  a  very  convenient  way,  but  under 
the  circumstances  there  was  no  other. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  quote  a  little  from  the 
article  in  Farm- Poultry  for  April,  "90,  to 
which  reference  was  made  in  the  beginning 
of  this  article.  Mr.  Hunter  wrote  then  :  "  It 
has  sometimes  been  said  that  if  one  had  a 
father  to  back  him  up,  as  Mr.  Hawkins  had, 
he  could  succeed  in  business  (poultry  or  some 
other)  and  it  may  be  of  interest  to  our  readers 
to  know  that  by  agreement  with  his  father, 
he  milked  and  cared  for  ten  cows  night  and 
morning  every  day  for  the  first  year  or  two 
of  his  separate  work,  to  pay  his  board."  It 
might  have  been  added  that  not  all  whose 
fathers  back  them  up  succeed,  even  in  the 
poultry  business. 


HINTS  TO  EXHIBITORS. 


What  to  Do  When  on  the  Way, 
at  the  Show,  When  Home  Again. 

Mistakes  which  seriously  handicap  a  bird 
are  often  made*n  the  mode  of  shipping  to  a 
show.  Most  anything  will  do  for  a  shipping 
coop,  for  some  people.  The  most  common 
mistake  is  shipping  male  bii-ds  in  coops  that 
are  not  high  enough.  As  the  bird  will  take  a 
stretch  now  and  then,  and  if  he  runs  across^ 
anything  new  is  liable  to  jump,  he  will  strike 
his  comb  against  the  top  of  the  coop,  and 
when  this  sort  of  exercise  is  practiced  for  a 
few  minutes  that  ornamental  fixture  becomes 
anything  but  ornamental.  The  coops  that 
some  leading  breeders  and  exhibitors  ship  in 
have  solid  instead  of  slat  tops,  which  are  sure 
to  injure  any  but  the  firmest  and  smallest  of 
single  combs. 

Experience  has  shown  the  writer  that  single 
comb  males  of  the  Amei-ican  class  should  ha\  e 
a  coop  28  to  30  in.  high,  and  not  less  than  17 
X  18  in.  on  the  floor.  Males  of  the  rose  comb 
varieties  may  be  shipped  in  coops  4  to  6  in. 
lower.  For  males  of  the  Mediterranean  class, 
nothing  short  of  22  to  24-  in.  in  height  shoulil 
be  used,  and  for  some  birds  the  coops  should 
be  even  higher.     15ut  one   birtl  should  be 


shipped  in  a  coop  or  compartment,  no  matter 
how  long  they  have  run  together,  or  how 
friendly  they  may  seem.  The  confinement  in 
narrow  quarters  never  irai)roves,  and  often 
destroys  the  good  feeling  that  has  heretofore 
e.xisted  between  them.  ' 

The  larger  and  more  successful  exhibitors 
as  a  rule  accompany  their  birds,  or  send  an 
attendant  to  care  for  them  whenever  they 
exhibit.  Some  of  these  exhibitors  go  so  far 
as  to  say  that  they  will  never  show  a  single 
bird  unless  accompanied  by  a  competent 
handler.  Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
many  duties  and  cares  of  the  average  show 
oflicial  can  readily  understand  that  if  our 
birds  are  to  get  extra  care  we  must  supply  it. 
The  wisdom  of  accompanying  birds  or  send- 
ing an  attendant  is  born  of  experience. 

Your  duties  do  not  cease  when  your  birds 
leave  your  yards  and  begin  again  when  they 
arrive  at  the  exhibition  hall.  It  is  most  neces- 
sary to  have  a  watchful  eye  upon  the  coops 
and  birds  when  in  transit.  Expressmen  are 
much  more  likely  to  keep  the  coops  right  side 
up  when  under  the  eye  of  the  owner  or  one 
supposed  to  be  the  owner,  and  the  messenger 
less  liable  to  bury  the  coop  under  baggage  when 
you  occasionally  peep  into  the  express  car. 

As  soon  as  the  birds  arrive  at  the  show  room 
they  should  be  moved  to  some  comfortable 
place,  and  the  show  cages  made  ready  for 
their  reception,  if  this  has  not  already  been 
done.  The  cautious  exhibitor  will  wash  all 
drinking  and  feeding  cups  in  as  hot  water  as 
he  can  procure.  This  is  quite  necessary  to 
prevent  roup,  canker,  and  other  contagious 
diseases,  unless  you  furnish  your  own  cups, 
a  thing  it  is  not  always  convenient  to  do. 
Plenty  of  sawdust  should  be  placed  in  the 
bottom,  as  no  chicken  or  fowl  will  stand  in 
form  upon  a  substance  too  hard  to  catch  the 
nails.  Then  if  your  birds  are  white  the  cage 
should  be  rubbed  free  from  dust  and  dirt. 
It  is  better  to  fill  the  drinking  and  feeding 
dishes  before  the  birds  are  placed  in  the  cages, 
as  they  are  much  disturbed  by  the  change, 
and  it  is  well  not  to  trouble  them  any  more 
than  necessary  until  they  become  accustomed 
to  the  surroundings. 

It  is  to  be  supposed  that  the  birds  have  been 
in  preparation  for  the  show  for  some  time; 
that  they  are  free  from  vermin ;  that  the 
plumage  is  clean,  as  well  as  head,  legs,  etc.  If 
the  legs  and  feet  have  not  been  cleaned,  they 
may  be  now  by  applying  castile  soapsuds  with 
a  nail  or  tooth  brush.  These  suds  should  be 
rinsed  off,  and  the  legs  rubbed  dry  with  a 
soft  rag.  To  bring  the  color  of  the  legs  out,  a 
small  quantity  of  cotton  seed  oil  should  be 
thoroughly  rubbed  in.  The  rubbing  should 
be  thorough,  as  the  oil  will  hold  all  the  dust 
and  dirt  that  strikes  it.  The  dirt  that  often 
collects  under  the  scale  may  be  easily  i-emo\  ed 
after  the  washing  by  using  a  common  wooden 
toothpick. 

Lotions  are  often  applied  to  the  face,  comb, 
and  wattles,  to  intensify  the  color.  If  the 
bird  is  in  the  pink  of  condition  it  will  scarcely 
be  necessary  to  more  than  wash  these  parts 
with  a  sponge  dampened  with  tepid  water. 
The  efl'ect  of  most  of  the  washes  used  to 
brighten  the  head  parts  depends  upon  the 
quantity  of  alcohol  contained.  Many  use 
alcohol  diluted  with  water;  vinegar  is  often 
used.  The  eflect  of  this  liquor  is  due  to  the 
acetic  acid,  which  is  part  of  its  composition. 
Acids  and  alcohols  brighten  the  color  only  for 
a  short  time—  a  few  hours  at  the  most.  After 
the  action  the  reaction  sets  in,  and  these  parts 
become  paler,  instead  of  brighter.  These 
agents  have  but  the  eflect  of  making  the  bird 
appear  in  perfect  condition  for  a  very  short 
time.  After  that  they  appear  to  less  advan- 
tage than  if  they  had  been  left  to  do  their  own 
coloring.  It  may  be  said  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction that  the  application  of  these  sharp 
acids  and  hot  lotions  is  not  worth  the  trouble. 
It  is  my  honest  belief  that  their  application 
has  not  changed  an  award  or  misled  an 
intelligent  judge  in  the  last  ten  years.  About 
the  best  thing  as  well  as  the  simplest  that  can 
be  used  for  this  purpose  is  a  very  small  quan- 
tity of  vaseline  well  rubbed  into  the  place  of 
application.  This  will  intensify  the  color, 
especially  in  a  room  of  a  temperature  as  high 
as  that  which  human  beings  usually  inhabit. 

The  food  furnished  at  the  average  poultry 
show  is  limited  to  hard  grains  of  one  or  two 
kinds.  This  is  not  sutticient  variety,  even  for 
three  or  four  days.    It  is  highly  important  to 


supply  the  bird  with  grit  and  oyster  shells,  as 
well  as  an  allowance  of  green  foods.  It  is  a 
good  plan  to  furnish  the  regular  warm  morn- 
ing mash.  This  will  involve  but  little  labor  if 
all  its  ingredients  are  mixed  dry,  put  in  a  bag, 
and  taken  w  ith  you.  It  should  be  the  attend- 
ant's duty  to  clean  the  coops  in  part  twice  a 
day  at  least,  and  put  in  a  fresh  supply  of  saw- 
dust occasionally. 

Of  all  the  evils  of  the  show  room  drafts 
work  the  greatest  harm.  In  fighting  them,  a 
piece  of  brown  paper,  or  several  fohls  of  a 
newspaper,  will  be  found  very  eftective. 
Drafts  come,  from  all  directions,  but  those 
that  come  through  a  hole  or  crack  in  the 
bottom  of  the  coop  are  the  most  apt  to  escape 
notice.  These  cause  many  colds.  They  may 
be  prevented  by  tacking  a  piece  of  pasteboard 
over  the  opening. 

In  some  show  halls  the  temperature  is 
allowed  to  fall  many  degrees  at  night.  A 
change  in  temperature  of  twenty  to  thirty 
degrees  in  a  few  hours  does  not  agree  with 
fowls  as  a  rule.  It  is  advisable  in  such  cases 
to  cover  the  top  and  front  of  the  coop  at 
night,  after  the  room  becomes  somewhat 
cooler  than  it  has  been  during  the  day,  always 
having,  of  course,  some  ventilation.  Such  a 
proceeding  is  also  advisable  when  the  hall  is 
left  lighted  during  the  night,  as  the  birds  rest 
better,  and  appear  fresher  if  the  coops  are 
darkened  during  the  night. 

Getting  the  fowls  home  is  fully  as  important 
as  getting  them  to  the  show.  As  they  have 
been  so  closely  confined  for  several  days,  they 
are  less  vigorous  than  when  taken  out  of  the 
yards,  and  consequently  more  liable  to  dis- 
ease. The  care  should  not  slacken  for  one 
minute  until  the  birds  have  been  well  estab- 
lished in  their  regular  quarters  for  several 
days,  and  it  becojnes  certain  whether  or  not 
they  are  the  worse  for  their  experience. 

A.C.Smitu. 

Grove  Hill  Poultrv  Yards. 


Poultry 

to  be  profitable,  must 
lay  well  in  winter  when 
eggs  are  high.  To  in- 
duce winter  laying  you 
should  feed  liberally  of 
the  greatest  egg  pre 
ducer  known,  green  cut 
bone — not  dried  bone. 
Webster  &  Hannum 


BONE  CUTTER 

is  the  most  popular 
among  practical  poul- 
trymen. It  runs  with 
half  the  power  of  others,  requiring  but  one 
hand  to  operate  and  is  the  only  one  which 
cuts  bone  fine  enough  for  young  chicks.  It 
also  cuts  meat,  gristle  and  vegetables  with- 
out clogging.  This  is  why  it  received  the 
o?i/y  award  at  World's  Fair,  Chicago. 

Read  what  F.  E.  Dawley,  Director  of 
Farmers'  Institutes  of  New  York  State, 
says  : 

"  I  would  urge  every  one  who  keeps  fowls  to 
feed  green  bone  if  they  are  after  profit,  and  from 
experience  would  say,  get  a  Webster  &  Hannum 
Cutter  to  do  the  work  with.  I  am  not  at  all  in- 
terested in  the  sale  of  the  Webster  &  Hannum 
Cutter,  and  have  paid  full  price  forthe  one1  use, 
so  have  no  axe  to  grind." 

Stearns  Clov- 
er Cutters  and 
Grit  Crushers 
are  a  necessity 
to  every  poultry 
yard.  A  scien- 
tific treatise  on 
poultry  feeding,  with  catalogue  of  bone  cutters,  clover 
cutters,  grit  crushers,  etc.,  will  be  mailed  free  to  all 
applying  for  it. 

E.  C.  STEARNS  &  CO.,  Box  4  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


GREEN  BONE  CUTTERS. 

Best  in  llic  world.  The  S5.00  Hand 
lioiie.  Shell.  Corn  aud  Grit  Mills.  The 
Hem  Clover  ( hnter.  Send  ior  circular 
and  testimonials. 

WILSON  BROS,  Easton,  Pa. 


JPJ^J^J^  f    No  Money  Required. 

Ma^jujlirent  Rolled  Gohi  T^uzon  Diamond  Kinjr  for 
seliiii:;  211  packages  ISlasair's  Kreneh  Carnation  I'as- 
lalh's,"  at  .[i  cents' ouch.  Send  n;inu'.  Wlien  sold  send 
SI.  I  mail  ring  free.  Address.  C.  J.  BI-ASAIK, . 

Disl.  Agl.  lor  Uniteil  Stales.         Foniia,  N.  Y. 


when  fed  with  the  things  eggs 
are  made  of.    Eggs  are  mostly 
albumen,  produced  by  the  hens 
I  from  the  protein  they  absorb 
1  from  their  food. 

Bowker's  Animal  Meal 
gives  a  lien  tlie  maximum  of 
protein  and  other  egg  malting 
material.  Always  sold  in 
yellow  bags  and  packages. 

The  Bowker  Co., 

43  Chatham  5t.,  Boston. 


HYRIE 


Shipping  Box 

For  FANCY  EGGS. 

A  JUTE  BOARD  BOX  WiTH 

CORRUGATED  PAPER 
LINING  AND  PARTITIONS. 

Strong  as  Wooden  Box 
Of  Four  Times  its  Weight. 

PROVIDES  Dead  Air  S^ace,  protecting  eggs 
in  change  of  temperature. 
Provides  Corrugated  Paper  Cushion  on  all 
sides  of  egg. 

Provides  Handle  for  carrying  and  e>:tra 

protection. 

Provides  Automatic  Locking  De-vice,  effectu- 
ally preventing  tampering  nvith  eggs  in  transit. 

Send  fifteen  cents  for  sample,  or  a  postal  for  fur- 
ther information  and  prices. 

THE  J.  W.  SEFTON  MFG.  CO. 

241-247  S.  Jefferson  Street, 
CHICAGO,  ILL. 


RUBBER  STAMI^S. 

Your  name,  address  and  business  on  three 
line  hand  stamp,  .30c.;  self-inkingstamp  pad.  any 
<'nlor,  200.;  band  daiers  good  for  five  years,  20c.; 
siencilsfor  marking  crates,  boxes, etc.;  postal 
scales,  seal  presses,  rubber  type,  and  supplies. 
Write  lor  circular.  " 

KEYES,  DAVIS  &  CO., 

IJattle  Creek,  Mich. 


UTILITY  WYANDOTTE 

Males  for  sale.  Good  White  Wyandotte  cockerels 
for  sale  at  S2,  S2..50.  Yearling  cocks,  vigorous  birds, 
$2,  $2.S0,  $3.  1  fine  2  vear  old  coek,  vigorous,  and  of 
best  type,  $3.  Cocks  and  cockerels  for  crossing.  $1 
each.  W.W.  BOHN,Kobesonia,  Pa. 


GREEN  CUT  CLOVER. 

NIAGARA  BRAND,    NEW  CROP. 

One-eighth  inch  lengths.  Cut  and  cured  expressly 
for  poultrv.  Warranted  pure  Clover,  and  strictly 
up  to  dale.'  51.50  per  100;  $7  per.500  lbs.;  prices  to  the 
trade.  Also  Niagara  Poultry  Food,  best  and  cheap- 
est food  for  laying  hens;  contains  all  the  diUerent 
kinds  of  feed  in  right  proportions,  including  our 
brand  cut  clover;  60  II).  sack,  Tac;  1001b.  .=  :ick.  Sl./SO:  ■ 
and  all  kimls  poidtry  supplies.  Get  our  prices  before 
buying.  Circulars. 

W.  R.  CURTISS  &  CO.. 
Sole  Manufacturers,         Ransoniville,  N.  Y. 
W.  Wyandottcs,  X'ckiu  Ducks  our  spcciidtii's. 
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PRINCIPLES    OF  BREEDING. 

Written  For  The  Young  Poul- 
trymen  of  Rhode  Island, 
by  A.  A.  Brigham. 

[Through  the  courtesy  o£  Prof.  Brigham.  ot  the 
Rhode  Island  Experimeut  Station,  Faum-Poultry 
is  permitted  to  present  its  readers  -with  his  valuable 
treatise  on  the"  Principles  of  Breeding."'  Thearticle 
is  reprinted  from  advance  sheets  of  the  experiment 
station  report  for  1899.— Ed.  F. -P.] 

Introduction. 

The  art  of  successfully  breeding  domestic 
farm  animals  is  the  highest  branch  of  agricul- 
ture. The  best  qualities  and  talents  of  man 
are  brought  into  exercise  in  the  controlling 
and  managing  of  natural  forces  for  moulding 
the  plastic  animal  organisms  in  producing  the 
proximate  and  ultimate  results  of  modern 
stock  husbandry.  Man  began  very  early  the 
domestication  of  animals,  and  the  art  of  stock 
breeding  is  thus  a  very  ancient  one.  From 
the  experiences  and  observations  of  stock 
breeders  during  thousands  of  years  there 
have  arisen  and  been  handed  down  such 
axioms  as,  "  like  begets  like,"  "  like  sire,  like 
■son,"  "  breed  from  the  best,"  etc.  The  prin- 
ciples of  the  art  of  breeding  today  are  based 
upon  the  experiences  and  practices  of  the 
past.  The  science  of  breeding  has  the  same 
basis,  and  has  been  further  developed  by 
experimentation  in  certain  lines. 

The  aim  in  poultry  breeding  is  to  produce 
and  perpetuate  the  best  birds,  i.  e.,  such  as  in 
their  form  and  other  characteristics  answer 
the  purpose  of  the  breeder.  The  object  of  the 
art  as  usually  practiced  is  to  produce  the 
largest  quantity  of  the  best  quality  of  certain 
animal  products  with  the  least  waste  and 
largest  net  profit. 

The  scope  of  stock  breeding  is  almost 
unlimited,  and  gives  ample  room  for  the 
largest  and  best,  the  deepest  and  highest, 
study  and  practice  of  agriculturists. 

When  we  consider  that  the  excellent 
improved  breeds  of  poultry  of  the  present 
day  all  originated  from  wild  and  slightly 
esteemed  progenitors  in  the  past,  we  gain 
some  idea  of  the  amplitude  of  opportunities 
which  are  open  to  the  intelligent  breeder  in 
the  present  coiulitiou  of  poultry  culture. 

Heredity. 

Success  in  stock  breeding  depends  upon  the 
certainty  that  the  progeny  will,  at  the  time  of 
procreation,  inherit  the  general  or  mingled 
qualities  of  the  parents.  Color  and  outward 
shape,  and  the  characteristics  and  tendencies 
of  the  internal  organs  and  structure,  are  thus 
transmitted.  Heredity  extends  even  to  the 
transmission  of  longevity,  fecundity,  dispo- 
sition, and  habits.  Not  only  are  desirable 
qualities  inherited,  but  also  diseases  or  tend- 
encies to  disease;  in  some  cases  developing 
early  in  the  life  of  the  offspring;  in  other 
cases  predispositions  developing  into  diseases 
later  in  life,  or  when  some  external  condition 
conduces  to  such  development,  and  some- 
times carried  on  to  the  next  or  a  further 
generation. 

It  is  the  principle  of  heredity  which  holds 
the  plant  and  animal  kingdoms  to  an  orderly 
development,  and  prevents  digression  to  any 
serious  extent  from  well  defined  species.  It 
is  wonderful  beyond  expression,  this  power 
of  inheritance  contained  in  a  microscopic 
fertilized  cell,  which,  with  unerring  precision 
guides  its  development  into  an  organism  like 
its  parents.  It  gives  stability  and  constancy 
to  the  breeder's  work.  He  knows,  at  least, 
taat  when  he  hatches  a  goose  egg  it  will  pro- 
duce a  goose,  and  not  an  eagle,  a  snake,  or 
even  a  duck.  Man,  in  his  inordinate  desire 
to  evolve  something  striking  or  marvellous, 
sometimes  oversteps  the  bounds  of  nature's 
system,  and  evolves  a  curious  hybrid,  or  a 
monstrosity,  but  to  his  chagrin  finds  that  his 
product  cannot  be  perpetuated  —  it  will  not 
breed. 

Atavism. 

Sometimes  the  poultryman,  striving  to 
obtain  a  certain  quality  in  the  progeny  of  his 
fowls,  is  surprised  and  disappointed  in  find- 
ing that  the  offspring  does  not  resemble  its 
immediate  parents,  but  inherits  the  character- 
istics of  some  more  ancient  progenitor.  The 
reappearance  of  any  peculiar  characteristic  of 
an  ancestor  after  one  or  several  generations 
have  intervened,  is  a  phase  of  heredity  termed 


"  atavism,''  or  "  reversion."  Dana  defines 
atavism  as  the  recurrence  of  the  original  type 
of  a  species  in  the  progeny  of  its  varieties. 

In  this  connection  the  terms  dominant  and 
latent  are  sometimes  used,  denoting  as  domi- 
nant those  qualities  which  appear  conspicu- 
ously in  the  offspring,  and  as  latent  those 
which  apparently  disappear,  become  obscured, 
or  are  held  in  abeyance  for  one  or  more  gen- 
erations, to  again  appear  under  favoring  con- 
ditions as  dominant  qualities  in  an  individual 
of  a  later  generation.  This  is  in  accordance 
with  the  theory  which  considers  that  in  the 
offspring  there  is  a  mingling  of  the  character- 
istics of  the  offspring's  ancestors,  and  that  the  • 
arrangement  of  these  characteristics  in  any 
given  offspring  determines  what  shall  be  the 
dominant,  and,  therefore,  the  conspicuous 
qualities  of  the  animal. 

Prepotency. 

When  an  individual  of  any  breed  of  domes- 
tic animals  possesses  the  power  of  transmit- 
ting any  peculiarity  or  quality  with  especial 
certainty,  that  individual  is  said  to  be  pre- 
potent, i.  e.,  very  powerful  in  that  direction. 
Prepotency  is  increased  by  carefully  breeding 
together  animals  of  like  inclination,  and  the 
longer  this  process  is  continued  the  more 
certainly  is  the  peculiarity  transmitted.  Pre- 
potency in  a  given  respect  may  thus  come  to 
be  a  quality  of  a  flock,  of  a  family,  and  of  a 
breed. 

The  principle  of  prepotency  is  of  special 
value  to  the  poultry  breeder,  in  that  it  enables 
him  to  select  for  his  particular  purpose  an 
adapted  breed  which  is,  as  a  breed,  prepotent 
in  the  line  desired  ;  next,  to  obtain  as  founda- 
tion stock  individuals  from  a  family  known 
to  be  especially  prepotent  in  the  particular 
respects  desired;  And,  finally,  to  use  as  the 
sire  of  his  animals'  offspring  a  male  individu- 
ally prepotent  and  most  certain  to  transmit 
the  desirable  characteristics  to  his  get.  Pre- 
potency is  of  great  practical  utility  in  cross- 
ing males  of  pure  breeds  upon  common  stock, 
to  rapidly  improve  the  poultry  of  a  country 
or  district. 

Correlation. 

The  different  parts  and  organs  of  the  animal 
are  closely  related  to  and  dependent  upon  each 
other.  A  modification  of  one  organ  or  set  of 
organs  has  a  relative  effect  upon  other  parts, 
i.  e.,  there  is  a  rearrangement  of  the  dominant 
and  latent  characteristics.  This  is  termed  the 
law  of  correlation. 

It  is  comparatively  easy  to  bring  an  animal 
or  a  breed  of  animals  to  a  high  state  of  per- 
fection in  some  one  respect,  but  to  unite  two 
or  more  leading  qualities  in  the  same  animal 
or  breed,  is  very  difficult.  If  the  breeder 
succeeds  in  developing  a  given  desirable 
quality,  it  is  usually  secured  at  the  expense 
of  deficiency  or  lessened  efficiency  in  other 
correlated  parts. 

Equilibrium  in  the  animal  organism  can 
only  be  maintained  in  accordance  with  the 
law  of  correlation.  If  this  fact  is  neglected 
or  antagonized  in  breeding,  atavism  is  almost 
certain  to  strike  in  and  cause  a  reversion 
which  defeats  all  the  plans  of  the  breeder,  and 
perhaps  presents  him  with  a  monstrosity. 

A  knowledge  of  the  correlation  of  parts  in 
the  animal  organism  is  of  great  value  to  the 
breeder,  in  that  it  enables  him,  by  proper 
study,  to  judge  of  internal  and  unrevealed 
qualities  by  means  of  their  correlated  obvious 
parts. 

Variation. 

Many  authorities  upon  the  subject  of  breed- 
ing claim  that  success  depends  upon  the 
ancient  rule,  "  like  begets  like."  It  is  rather 
in  the  exceptions  to  this  empirical  rule  that 
the  modern  breeder  finds  encouragement  in 
attempting  to  improve  his  live  stock. 

From  changed  conditions  of  living  and  sur- 
roundings come  variation  and  the  acquirement 
of  changed  qualities  in  animals.  Some  appar- 
ent variations,  i.  e.,  the  differing  of  the  off- 
spring from  its  parents  or  near  progenitors  in 
particular  respects,  are  fully  explained  by  the 
principles  of  heredity,  especially  of  atavism, 
in  the  rearrangement  of  dominant  and  latent 
•  characteristics.  Variation  from  atavic  causes 
frequently  appears  in  relation  to  form  and 
color. 

Variation  may  result  in  improvement,  but 
it  is  also  sometimes  the  cause  of  deteriora- 
tion. Each  living  animal  and  plant  has  indi- 
viduality.   Variability  is  a  characteristic  of 


all  living  organisms.  This  characteristic  Is 
i^ossessed  in  a  largely  increased  degree  by 
cultivated  plants  and  domesticated  animals, 
as  compared  with  wild  plants  and  animals. 

Causes  of  Variation. 

The  causes  of  variation  may  be  classed  as 
general  and  special. 

Among  special  causes  of  variation  may  be 
named  mental  shocks,  diseases,  and  accidents. 
Among  the  general  causes  are  included  the 
influence  upon  the  animal  development  of 
climate,  contour  of  land,  food,  environment 
(hence  domestication  with  its  ofttimes  arti- 
ficial conditions),  and  exercise,  especially  in 
reference  to  the  use,  disuse,  and  abuse  of 
parts. 

These  general  causes  by  gradual  and  long 
continued  application  affect,  to  vary  individ- 
uals, families,  and  breeds.  The  utility  of  such 
variation  is  found  in  the  power  it  gives  the 
animals  to  adapt  themselves  to  changed  con- 
ditions, and  thus  prevent  the  extermination 
of  the  species.  The  result  under  improved 
conditions  of  domestication  may  be  the  pro- 
duction of  characteristics  of  great  agricultural 
value  and  excellent  adaptation  to  the  purposes 
of  the  farmer  and  poultryman.  Under  adverse 
circumstances  (as  when  domesticated  animals 
are  turned  into  the  wild  conditionsof  nature), 
the  consequence  may  be  deterioration  in  an 
agricultural  sense,  but  better  adaptation  to 
the  new  environment. 

The  causes  of  variation  usually  act  in  con- 
junction, and  it  is  therefore  often  difficult  or 
impossible  to  determine  the  factors  or  their 
proportionate  influence  in  the  resulting  vari- 
ation. 

The  three  most  important  causes  of  variation 
are  the  following : 

Climate. —  The  temperature  of  the  atmos- 
phere in  which  the  animal  lives,  has  a  large 
influence  upon  it.  A  cold  climate  or  season 
induces  larger  appetite,  and  propensity  to 
fatten.  Changes  between  hot  and  cold  cli- 
mates conduce  to  lung  troubles.  A  warm 
climate  favors  fecundity,  and  severe  cold 
diminishes  or  prevents  breeding.  The  pres- 
sure of  the  atmosphere  affects  especially  the 
breathing  apparatus.  On  high  land  the  chest 
must  enlarge  to  accommodate  larger  lungs, 
because  the  air  being  thinner,  more  volume  is 
necessary  to  take  in  the  necessary  amount  of 
oxygen.  The  heart  action  is  also  swifter,  and 
conduces  to  activity,  and  not  to  fattening. 

Food. —  Nourishment  is  related  to  climate 
in  its  influence,  in  that  the  latter  often  causes 
excess  or  lack  of  food.  In  a  cold  climate  an 
e.xcess  of  food  is  needed  to  produce  warmth, 
which  in  a  warm  climate  is  used  for  fat. 
Darwin  held  that  the  most  effective  factor  in 
causing  variation,  is  excess  of  nourishment. 
The  kind  of  food  affects  the  form  and  devel- 
opment of  the  digestive  organs.  Nitrogenous 
and  phosphatic  foods  conduce  to  early 
maturity  and  flesh  formation. 

Exercise.— The  regular  and  continuous 
exercise  of  the  animal's  functions  has  the 
greatest  effect  on  form  and  production. 
Decreased  or  discontinued  use  engenders  loss 
of  power  to  exercise  the  function  so  treated. 
The  abuse  of  a  part  or  function  brings 
impaired  power,  or  impotence. 

Inheritance  of  Acquired  Characters. 

Some  acquired  characteristics  appear  to  be 
inheritable,  although  Bois-Reymund  claims 
that  the  inheritance  of  acquired  characteristics 
is  inconceivable.  Certain  it  is  that  we  cannot 
successfully  work  against  nature  and  secure 
the  continued  transmission  of  a  quality  which 
is  not  adapted  to  the  surrounding  life  con- 
ditions of  the  animal.  Qualities  artificially 
produced,  or  acquired  by  means  of  mechanical 
wounding  or  accident,  e.  g.,  dubbed  combs, 
are  very  rarely,  if  ever,  transmitted.  The 
influence  causing  the  variation  must  be  deeper 
and  nearer  the  center  of  development.  Car- 
penter, speaking  of  heredity  of  acquired 
habits  of  men,  says:  "There  seems  to  be 
reason  to  believe  that  such  hereditary  trans- 
mission is  limited  to  acquired  jjeculiarities 
which  are  simply  modifications  of  the  nat- 
ui  al  constitution  of  the  race,  and  would  not 
extend  to  such  as  may  be  altogether  foreign 
to  It."  Miles  says:  "Abnormal  characters 
are  frequently  hereditary,  but  they  are  not  so 
likely  to  be  transmitted  as  acquired  habits 
that  aie  in  harmony  with  the  original  pecu- 
liarities of  Ibe  animal." 

Weissman  claims  that  the  foundation  for 


the  acquired  character  is  laid  on  in  the  fructi- 
fied ovum  which  becomes  the  embryo. 

Nehring  urges  that  we  must  distinguish 
between  artificially  produced  qualities,  such 
as  broken  bones,  and  such  characters  as  are 
either  acquired  during  the  fojtal  development 
or  during  the  youth,  and  so  passed  into  the 
blood  and  marrow  of  the  animal. 

It  is  sufficient  for  our  purpose  that  certain 
desirable  and  undesirable  qualities  are,  and 
continue  to  be,  inherited.  Among  these 
characters  are  early  maturity,  easy  fattening, 
large  egg  production,  diseases,  etc. 

Utility  of  Variation. 

Variation  is  of  value  to  the  stock  breeder  in 
so  far  as  it  enables  him  by  proper  use  of  any 
of  its  causes  to  ecourage  the  development  of  a 
desirable  quality,  to  encourage  the  obscuring 
of  an  undesirable  character,  and  to  prevent 
the  loss  of  a  valuable  quality  which  some 
attendant  but  removable  conditions  are  tend- 
ing to  diminish. 

The  differences  between  wild  and  domesti- 
cated animals  of  the  same  species  show  the 
variations  possible  of  development  by  careful 
breeding  under  the  hand  of  man. 

Animals  which  have  been  long  under 
domestication  show  far  greater  tendency  to 
improve  than  animals  taken  directly  from  the 
wild  state.  After  a  variation  from  natural 
causes  has  been  long  continued,  it  becomes 
usually  prepotent  over  a  normal  character. 

Variation  and  correlation  are  closely  inter- 
mingled in  their  results  in  the  animal,  and  the 
breeder  must  bear  in  mind  that  no  important 
variation  takes  place  in  an  organ  or  quality 
without  some  modification  of  the  other  related 
organs  or  qualities. 

Sometimes  the  laws  of  variation  operate 
against  the  plans  of  the  stock  breeder.  He 
finds  that  while  he  may  succeed  in  securing  a 
certain  type  for  which  he  is  striving,  it  is  often 
more  difiicult  to  retain  anil  perpetuate  the 
same. 

(To  be  concluded). 

LOOKESG  FOR  LAYERS? 

THEN  BUY 


Mine  are  all  educated  to  the  business. 
Pairs,  Trios,  or  Breeding  Pens  for  business  or 
exhibition. 

R.I.  Red  Cock'ls  $10  ea. 

FKED  B.  COCHRAN, 
28  Mt.  Pleasant  St.,  E.  Somerville,  Mass. 
Member  R.  I.  Red  Club.  E.xpert  Poultryman. 

SELLYOUB 

Surplus  fowls  and  eggs  for  hatching  by 
placing  your  advertisement  in 

THE  POULTRY  TRIBUNE 

Large  GHatloo, 
Low  Bales 

,     Scores  testify  as  follows: 

Galena.  111.,  Nov.  14, 1899. 
Gentlemen:— Enclosed  find  $— ,  for  which  continue 
my  adv.  one  year.  It  has  sold  36  Light  Brahnias  fur 
ine  in  the  past  three  montlis.         £.  C.  Jahncke. 

Before  placing 

Any  Advertisement  Anywhere 

Send  for  sample  copies,  rates,  tcstiniouial>,  <-li-..  In 

THE  POULTRY  TRIBUNE, 

Frepport,  111. 

RIVERVIEW  POULTRY  YARDS, 

T.  H.  CAMPBELL,  Prop. 

Breeder  of  Prize  Winning  Strain 

Is  offering  yearling  breeders  at  a  low  ii);iiic.  In 
Barred,  White  and  Buff  Rocks.  While  hihI  .Silver 
Wyandottes; 'White  Wonders;  While  Slicrwncids:  R. 
C.  Bl'k  Minorca,  also  pullets  and  cook  ls  of  the  above 
variety,  at  reasonable  prices.  Now  is  yoiii  chance 
to  get  good  stock  cheap.   Also  fam-v  idgeons. 

P.  O.  Box  221.  Ellswortli.  Me. 
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Keep  On  A  Fishin'. 

Suppose  the  fish  dou'l  bile  at  tust, 

What  be  yew  goin'  tur  dew  ? 
Chuck  down  yewrpole,  throw  out  yewr  bait, 

An'  say  yewr  tishin's  threw? 
Uv  course  yew  liaiu't,  yewr  goin'  tur  fish, 

An'  flsli,  an'  fisli,  an'  wait 
Until  yew'ye  ketched  yewr  basket  full, 

An'  used  up  all  yewr  bait. 

Suppose  success  don't  come  at  fust. 

What  be  yew  goin'  tur  dew? 
Throw  up  the  sponge,  an'  kick  yewrselt. 

An'  go  tur  feeling  blew  ? 
Uv  course  yew  hain't,  yewr  goin'  tur  fish. 

An'  bait,  an'  bait  agin ; 
Bimeby  success  will  bite  yewr  hook. 

And  yew  will  pull  liim  in. 

—  BostoJi  yiunday  Courier. 
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MORE  FACT5  vs.  AN  OPINION. 


Has  the  Breeding  of  Barred  Ply= 
mouth  Rocks  Improved  Dur- 
ing the  Last  Twenty  Years  ? 

lu  "  The  Plymouth  Kocks,  Barred,  White, 
and  Buff,"  published  by  the  Keliable  Poultry 
Journal  Publishing  Company,  I  find  that  Mr. 
Theodore  Hewes,  breeder  and  judge,  answers 
this  question  in  the  negative.  His  exact 
language  is  :  (I  quote  from  the  second  edition) 
"  It  is  my  candid  opinion  we  are  no  further 
advanced  with  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  breed- 
ing than  we  were  twenty  years  ago,  and  so 
long  as  we  continue  to  lireed  twenty  scrubs  in 
order  to  get  five  good  birds,  we  never  shall 
be."  This  statement  is  characteristic  of  the 
man,  a  positively  expressed  opinion,  with  no 
attempt  at  shading  or  concealing  his  meaning. 
As  I  entertain  a  somewhat  different  opinion, 
I  have  thought  proper  to  express  it  in  my 
own  way. 

It  is  just  about  twenty  years  ago  —  twenty 
years  last  spring  —  that  I  began  to  breed  the 
Barred  Plymouth  Rock.  1  began  with  stock 
that  came  from  Charles  Matthewson,  then  a 
very  successful  breeder  and  exhibitor,  and 
with  stock  from  the  late  I.  O.  Seamaus,  Esq., 
at  one  time  assistant  attoney  general  of  Rhode 
Island.  I  continued  to  breed  Barred  Ply- 
mouth Rocks  until  about  one  yeai  ago,  when 
I  disposed  of  my  stock.  As  I  have  been  a 
breeder  of  the  birds,  a  poultry  judge,  and 
well  acquainted  with  many  of  the  leading 
breeders  and  exhibitors  in  the  east  especially, 
I  feel  that  I  have  the  right  to  have  an  opinion 
upon  the  breeding  of  this  fowl,  though  I  do 
not  "  handle  and  carefully  inspect  as  many 
birds  of  this  variety  every  year  as  any  one 
man  in  America."  I  state  the  above  facts 
simply  to  allow  the  reader  to  judge  whether  I 
am  qualified  to  express  an  opinion,  and  also 
to  enable  him  to  determine  just  what  value  to 
attach  to  that  opinion. 

Let  me  say  further  that  I  do  not  write  this 
article  for  controversial  purposes,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  what  I  deem  justice  to  the 
breed  and  its  breeders. 

I  believe  that  an  advance  has  been  made  in 
the  breeding  of  this  fowl,  in  this  respect,  that 
breeders  are  able  to  produce  a  larger  percent- 
age of  good  birds  now  than  they  were  able  to 
produce  twenty  years  ago.  Twenty  years 
ago  the  males  which  won  in  the  shows  had 
brownish-black  bars:  —  today  such  birds  can- 
not win.  I  remember  of  being  at  a  poultry 
exhibition  some  years  ago  when  the  subject 
of  blue  bars,  so  called,  was  under  discussion, 
and  in  company  with  Mr.  H.  11.  Stoddard, 
who  was  then  publishing  The  Poultry  World. 
After  obtaining  permission  from  the  owners, 
1  plucked  feathers  from  all  of  the  first  and 
second  prize  birds.  In  every  instance  the 
dark  bars,  much  to  the  surprise -of  the 
owners,  and  to  the  surprise  of  Mr.  Stoddard, 
were  a  smoky  brownish-black  in  color. 
Today,  while  the  males  are  l)y  no  means 
uniform  in  color,  there  is  a  greater  uniformity 
than  there  was  then,  and  there  are  more 
specimens,  and  a  larger  percentage  of  speci- 
mens having  the  desired  color  than  there  were 
then. 

In  the  females  still  greater  progress  has 
been  made.  The  desired  lightish  colored  ' 
specimens  were  then  a  rarity  in  the  show 
room.  Breeders  were  troubled  with  very 
many  very  dark,  smutty  colored  females,  and 
with  some  that  were  positively  coal  black. 
The  black  birds  have  almost,  if  not  entirely, 


disappeared,  and  the  smutty  specimens  are 
not  so  numerous  as  they  once  were,  though 
more  numerous,  especially  from  cockerel 
matings,  than  can  be  considered  desirable. 

In  figure,  too,  I  think  there  has  been 
secured  a  greater  uniformity  than  once  pre- 
vailed ;  but  there  is  much  still  to  be  done  in 
this  direction. 

But  we  are  constantly  told  that  the  best 
specimens  do  not  score  higher  than  they  did 
twenty  years  ago.  It  is  true  that  the  highest 
scores  now  are  not  higher  than  were  the 
highest  scores  then;  but  this  is  not  due,  in 
my  opinion,  to  an  equality  in  the  birds,  but  to 
a  change  in  the  scoring.  Birds  are  more 
rigorously  scored  now  than  they  then  were, 
and  a  bird  which  twenty  years  ago  could  get 
a  score  of  92  or  93  points,  would  not  receive 
90  points  now.  So  a  comparison  of  scores 
proves  nothing  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the 
earlier  and  later  birds,  but  shows  only  that 
the  scoring  itself  has  undergone  a  change. 
While  the  Standard  may  not  be  all  that  it 
ought  to  be,  it  has  nevertheless  made  some 
advance. 

I  do  not  believe  that  it  will  ever  be  possible 
to  breed  a  fowl  with  the  barred  plumage  to  as 
great  a  uniformity  as  a  fowl  with  the  black- 
red  plumage,  for  example,  can  be  bred. 
The  latter  is  a  natural,  the  former  an  arti- 
ficial arrangement  of  colors.  The  black-red 
arrangement  is  inherited  from  the  wild  orig- 
inal, but  the  barred  arrangement  has  been 
produced  in  comparatively  recent  times,  by 
the  art  of  man;  and  what  has  been  arti- 
ficially produced  can  be  retained  and  per- 
fected only  by  artificial  means.  The  dream 
that  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  can  be  bred  as 
uniformly  as  Black  Red  Games  from  a  single 
mating,  I  believe  can  never  be  realized  ;  but 
improvements  have  been  and  probably  can 
be  made.  In  Barred  Rocks,  however,  T  am 
convinced  that  improvement  in  breeding  for 
color,  so  long  as  the  ideal  colors  are  what 
they  now  are,  can  be  made  only  by  regarding 
the  male  and  the  female  as  separate  varieties, 
—  that  is  by  having  a  male  and  a  fentale  line 
of  birds  —  or,  in  other  words,  by  resorting  to 
the  method  of  double  matings.  I  tried  the 
single  mating  theory  faithfully  with  the  Pea 
Combed  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks,  with  the 
result  that,  as  they  did  not  produce  so  fine 
coloring  in  the  females  as  their  single  combed 
ancestors,  they  were  invited  to  step  down  and 
out  of  the  Standard.  If  the  single  mating  is 
ever  to  succeed. —  mind,  I  am  expressing  only 
my  opinion  —  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  as 
the  ideal  male  a  bird  several  shades  lighter  in 
color  than  the  ideal  female.  If  a  moderately 
light  male  and  a  moderately  dark  female  were 
the  ideals,  I  believe  the  single  mating  could 
be  practiced  with  success;  but  so  long  as  the 
birds  must  match  in  color,  so  long  will  double 
matings  be  required. 

With  much  of  what  Mr.  Hewes  says,  and 
with  all  of  what  he  desires,  I  am  in  hearty 
sympathy  ;  but  I  fear  that  after  he  has  experi- 
mented for  a  few  years  with  the  single  mating 
of  his  flocks  he  will  come  to  the  conclusion, 
which  many  other  breeders  have  reached,  that 
to  produce  present  ideal  standard  birds  the 
single  mating  is  a  snare ;  and  that  the  double 
mating,  however  troublesome  itmay  be.  Is  the 
only  process  that  will  produce  winners  of  the 
present  requirements.  To  have  learned  this, 
may  I  add,  is,  of  itself,  an  advance  in  the 
breeding  of  the  Barred  Plymouth  Rock  —  for 
this  was  not  so  generally  known  twenty  years 
ago  as  it  is  now. 

To  recapitulate  —  in  my  opinion  there  has 
been  an  advance  in  breeding  the  Barred  Ply- 
mouth Rock  during  the  past  twenty  years  in 
these  respects,  viz:  the  color  of  both  sexes 
has  been  improved,  a  greater  percentage  of 
good  birds  is  obtained  in  both  sexes,  the 
standard  has  been  elevated,  the  judging  has 
been  rendered  moi  e  exact,  and  the  knowledge 
of  how  to  produce  the  desired  plumage  has 
been  more  widely  difl'used.  Today  better 
l)irds  are  more  numerously  produced  than 
formerly — better  I  mean  in  every  ornamental 
respect  —  and  breeders  l<now  how  to  make 
their  matings,  and  secure  their  ideals  more 
certainly  than  ever  before.  The  happ^  acci- 
dental "nick"  has  given  place  to  the  scientific 
mating.  If  these  results  are  not  an  advance 
in  breeding  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to 
characterize  them ;  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  take  such  an  optimistic  view  of  this  excel- 
lent breed  of  fowls,  H.  S.  Babcock. 


M.  5. Gardner  Says  Barred  Rocks 
Are  Improving,  and  Tells 
Why  It  Might  Appear  to 
Some  That  They  Are  Not. 

I  say  yes ;  whether  we  look  at  the  question 
from  the  utility  side  or  the  fancy.  Barred 
Rocks  are  far  better  today  than  they  were 
twenty  years  ago.  I  have  not  bred  Barred 
Rocks  for  twenty  years,  but  I  have  not  for- 
gotten the  kind  of  birds  that  were  called 
Barred  Rocks  at  that  time.  The  average 
Barred  Rock  twenty  years  ago  for  shape 
resembled  a  cross  between  a  Shanghai  and  a 
sand  hill  crane. 

Nineteen  or  twenty  years  ago  I  had  a  friend 
who  was  trying  to  breed  Barred  Rocks.  He 
bought  eggs  and  fowls  from  the  best  breeders, 
(at  that  time)  and  paid  good  prices  for  them. 
The  birds  were  long  legged,  narrow  breasted, 
and  bony.  Their  backs  were  long  and  their 
breasts  thin,  with  both  legs  appearing  to  start 
from  the  same  place.  From  one  high  priced 
sitting  of  eggs  every  chick  had  feathers  on  its 
legs.  I  believe  that  twenty  years  ago  fully 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  Barred  Rocks  throughout 
the  country  had  feathered  legs,  and  nearly  as 
many  had  white  in  earlobes.  I  have  raised 
nearly  one  thousand  chicks  this  year,  and  to 
date  I  have  only  found  three  birds  with  any 
trace  of  feathers  or  down  upon  legs. 

Twenty  years  ago  the  average  Barred  Rock 
was  a  smoky  brassy  bird  with  poor  barring 
on  tail  and  wings, and  very  little  if  any  under- 
color. At  that  time  very  little  had  been  done 
toward  developing  the  laying  qualities  of  the 
breed,  and  I  think  one  hundred  eggs  would 
have  been  a  high  average  for  a  flock  of  fifty 
hens.  Now  a  number  of  breeders  have  nearly 
reached  an  average  of  two  hundred  in  one 
year. 

There  are  hundreds  of  new  men  starting  in 
the  poultry  business  each  year,  and  many  of 
these  are  looking  over  the  poultry  papers  for 
facts  and  figures  to  enable  them  to  decide 
upon  some  variety.  A  statement  to  the  eflfect 
that  Barred  Rocks  are  at  a  "  standstill," 
might  influence  some  of  these  men  to  take  up 
some  other  variety,  and  such  a  statement  is  in 
my  opinion  a  grave  injustice  to  the  breeders 
of  Barred  Rocks.  Coming  from  a  man  who 
is  supposed  to  be  working  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  breed,  it  is  doubly  harmful. 

That  there  are  thousands  of  Barred  Rocks 
produced  each  year  that  are  "  culls,"  I  admit, 
but  when  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact 
that  each  year  hundreds  of  new  men  start 
with  Barred  Rocks,  men  who  do  not  under- 
stand the  most  simple  rules  of  mating,  the 
only  wonder  is  that  there  are  not  more  poor 
ones.  From  letters  that  I  have  received  of 
late  I  believe  that  one  cause  for  the  large 
number  of  poor  birds,  more  especially  in  the 
west,  is  that  many  of  these  men  have  sent  east 
for  their  breeding  stock;  have  bought  acock 
bird  of  one  man,  hens  of  another,  and  tried  to 
use  birds  bred  from  double  matings  on  the 
standard  mating  plan.  Now  in  my  opinion,  to 
mate  a  standard  colored  male  bred  from  a 
cockerel  mating  to  standard  colored  hens  from 
a  light  mating,  would  be  to  raise  ninety-nine 
per  cent  of  culls,  but  this  is  just  what  many 
of  these  men  have  done.  Is  it  any  wonder 
that  under  such  conditions  Barred  Rocks  are 
standing  still? 

In  the  hands  of  the  breeder  who  breeds  in 
line,  knows  the  sire  and  dam  of  each  bird  in 
his  yards,  and  who  does  not  introduce  new 
blood  into  all  of  his  pens  each  year,  the  Barred 
Rock  has  made  a  steady  improvement  each 
year,  and  will  compare  in  quality  with  any 
parti-colored  variety  in  the  country,  either  in 
the  show  room  or  as  a  useful  every  day  fowl. 

All  of  our  leading  judges  report  the  best 
Barred  Rocks  this  fall  that  they  ever  saw  on 
exhibition,  and  I  have  before  me  reports  from 
nine  of  our  leading  fall  shows,  at  each  of 
which  the  Barred  Rock  class  is  the  banner 
cAiss  of  the  show. 

Does  this  look'  as  if  Barred  Rocks  were 
staiuliug  still?  M.  S.  Gakdnkr. 

WYANDOTTES. 

500  grand  birds  orea-from  my  New  Yorkand(Wasli- 
iugton  prize  winners.  They  are  large,  white,  and 
Slav  while.  I  refused  SlOO  for  my  best  White  Wyan- 
dotte cock  at  Washington.  Tlie  judges  pronouiiced 
liim  the  best  they  ever  saw.  I  have  them  ready  to 
win  now  iu  strongest  company.  No  one  can  sell  you 
belter.  Ad.  ou  back  cover. 

A.  C.  HAWKINS,  Lancaster,  Mass. 


The  Moisture 
Problem, 

The  puzzle  of  when  to  apply 
moisture,  and  how  much,  has  been 
solved.  None  to  be  supplied  in  the 

Star  Incubator. 

We  give  positive  directions  for 
ventilation  —  no  matter  whether 
the  location  be  on  ocean  level  or 
highest  mountain  top. 

Star  Brooders  have  the  same 
system  of  ventilation  and  regula- 
tion that  makes  the  incubator 
famous.  Our  $io  out-door  brood- 
er is  a  wonder.  Write  to-day. 
Illustrated  catalogue  free. 

STAR  INCUBATOR  CO.. 
10  Church  Street,  Bound  Brook,  N.  J. 


Partridge 
COCHINS 

Exclusively. 

One  pen,  sixpullels,  scored  93i  to  95,  mated  to  a 
prrand  cockerel.  S.  L.  Koberts,  judge.  No  stock  this 
year.   Eggs,  after  March  first,  S5  per  sitting. 

BEBNON  OGDEN, 
3540  B  Street,  San  Diego,  California. 
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Poultry 
Foods 


Crushed   Oyster  Shells, 
Crushed  Flint, 
Calcite, 
,  Ground  Brick, 
Ground  Beef  Scraps, 
Meat  Meal, 
Granulated  Bone, 
Bone  Meal, 

Send  for  samples  and  price  list. 

American  Poultry  Food  Co., 

Box  925,  York,  Pa. 


VALUABLE  BOOK 


A    ON  POULTRY  FOR  1899  FREE. 

Something  entirely  new  ;  the  largest  out;  worth 
$25.  to  anyone.  Tells  alt  you  may  want  to  know 
about  poultry.  How  to  build  poultry  houses  and 
MAKE  BIG  MONEY  with  poultry.    Send  16o.  for 

postageand    JOHN  BAUSCHER.  Jr. 

mailing.         I£oxl40  Freeport,  lllr 


ALL  FROM  HEAVY  LAYERS. 

S.  C.White  Leghorn  cockerels,  $1.50.  White  Wyan- 
dotte cockerels,  $2;  Light  Brahma  cockerels  $2;  b. 
C.  White  Leghorn  hens,  S2. 

Come  early  and  get  the  choice. 
MICHAEL,  K.  BOTEK,  Hammonton,  N.  J. 


The  Story  Two  Postals  T 

Chapter  I. 

"  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Nov.  2, '9?. 
Dear  Sir:  — Birds  alive  and  in  good  condition, 
looking  fit  lor  the  judge's  eagleeye.  Hot  classes, 
but  chances  good.  .  Rackham.'' 

Chapter  II. 

"  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Nov.  7,  '99. 

Dear  Sir:— I  shipped  all  your  hirds  yesterday 
in  line  health.  You  won  1st  cocU.'l,  1st  pullet  and 
1st  pen.  Pretty  good,  is  it  notv      Your  truly, 
T.  Parrar  Rackham,  Atlanta,  Ua." 

Y'es,  carrying  off  the  best  ol  evcTything  that 
ahreediugpen  (my  only  entry)  could  win  at  the 
Atlanta,  Ua.,  Slate  Fa'ir,  is  a  little  more  than 
"  pretty  good,"  even  for  my  Winning  Golden 
Wyandotles.  Booklet  free. 

FRED  BORMAN, 

Box  903,  Danbux-y,  Ct. 


^'ii^-^WURY  ENGRAVING  CO 

g,  M  ==r^::;    z^'  Bedford  st.  — .  / 

3^»'=r-^-,^;   BOSTON  -  . 


I^AKEDS  GF  PLATED  AND- 
lY!  DESIGNS  •  OF  EVERY- 
MDE5CBIPTI0NF0R  ALL! 
^ILLUSTRATIVE  PURP05E5- 
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WHERE  WAS  THEO.  HEWES 
IN  '79? 


And  Echo  Answers,  "  Where  ?  " 

I  have  gone  over  in  my  miud  the  excel- 
leucies  ol  the  PJviuouth  Eocks  of  twenty  years 
ago  in  comparison  with  those  of  today.  I 
remember  that  my  birds  were  larger  in  bone 
and  size;  the  males  were  what  we  would  term 
a  little  gray  in  color,  and  the  females  were 
darker  and  more  inclined  to  be  smutty.  It 
was  an  easy  matter  then  to  get  yellow  shanks 
and  beaks  on  the  male  side,  while  with  the 
females  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  find  any 
with  either  a  clear  yellow  beak  or  shank  with- 
out breeding  from  males  several  shades  lighter 
colored  than  the  dames  to  which  they  were 
mated.  I  used  to  keep  as  well  posted  as  I 
could  on  what  was  going  on  in  the  poultry 
world,  but  I  cannot  remember  ever  hearing 
anything  of  a  breeder  by  the  name  of  Theo. 
Hewes  in  those  days.  I  wonder  if  it  is  pos- 
sible for  a  man  to  breed  Barred  Plymouth 
Eocks  for  twenty  years  and  not  reach  perfec- 
tion if  he  practices  the  single  mating  system. 
True  the  Standard  has  been  revised  to  prevent 
these  fellows  from  reaching  perfection.  It 
takes  a  better  bird  to  score  90  points  now  than 
it  did  before  the  last  revision.  Look  over 
your  old  tiles  of  poultry  literature,  and  you 
need  not  go  over  fifteen  years  to  find  one  of 
the  foremost  Plymouth  Rock  breeders  of  the 
west  illustrating  his  advertisement  with  a 
feather  showing  but  three  bars.  How  would 
this  look  on  the  model  or  modern  chart  advo- 
cated by  Professor  Hewes  in  the  book  called 
"  The  Plymouth  Rocks?" 

Admitting  that  the  extreme  matings  on 
either  side  has  worked  an  injury  to  the  per- 
fection of  the  breed,  we  claim  at  the  same 
time  that  by  a  single  mating  in  its  strict  sense  it 
is  next  to  impossible  to  get  birds  of  both  sexes 
that  will  stand  their  own  in  good  company. 
It  puzzles  me  at  times  as  to  why  these  single 
mating  advocates  rarely,  if  ever,  ask  how  a 
bird  is  bred  provided  it  has  the  points  they  are 
looking  for. 

I  can  remember  at  least  twelve  birds  that  I 
have  sold  to  one  of  these  staunch  advocates  of 
the  single  mating  system,  and  these  at  dif- 
ferent times  during  the  past  fifteen  years; 
never  in  one  instance  that  I  know  of,  has  the 
question  been  raised  as  to  how  they  were 
bred. 

If  the  Barred  Plymouth  Eocks  are  retro- 
grading, or  at  least  not  showing  up  fairly 
well,  I  wonder  how  it  was  that  judge  Hewes 
could  put  up  such  good  scores  on  some  of  the 
male  birds  at  Chicago  show  last  winter  — 
ninety-two  for  an  old  cock,  04^  and  93^  for 
cockerels,  is  a  tritle  better  than  in  '79.  This 
in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  the  Standard  did 
not  then  demand  that  the  barring  show  the 
entire  length  of  the  feather. 

Twenty  years  ago  next  February  I  made  a 
memorandum  of  the  first  prize  Barred  cocic  at 
our  state  poultry  show,  92  points  — this  com- 
pared to  92  for  last  winter. 

I  shall  have  to  admit,  however,  that  breeders 
of  this  variety  have  not  made  as  rapid  strides 
towards  perfection  as  we  have  hoped  for.  In 
some  cases  I  am  persuaded  that  we  have  fol- 
lowed fads  to  the  detriment  of  the  breed  as  a 
whole.  TVe  who  hare  practiced  the  double 
mating  system  have  done  so  because  we 
thought  that  best  results  could  be  attained 
that  way.  This  system  is  not  infallible;  some 
mate  too  dark,  others  too  light  in  color,  while 
the  happy  medium  is  the  one  to  be  desired.  If 
our  Missouri  friend  prefers  the  other  way, 
there  is  no  law  to  prevent  eilher  of  us  to  do 
as  we  think  best  in  the  matter. 

What  one  person  says  does  not  always  estab- 
lish anything.  One's  supreme  fitness  for  any 
task  or  position  is  best  judged  by  others, 
rather  than  by  himself;  and  it  is  others,  not 
ourselves,  who  will  place  us  upon  the  pin- 
nacle of  success,  or  compel  us  to  take  the 
position  best  fitted  to  our  abilities. 

D.  J.  Lamukut 
Apponaug,  R.  I.,  Nov.  20th,  1S)9. 


EXPERIMENT  CLUB. 

The  Faum-Poultrv  Tkactical  Experiment 
Club  is  composed  of  readers  of  the  paper  who  keep 
accurate  daily  records  of  lUe  methods  and  results  of 
their  work  with  one  or  more  pens  of  fowls,  on  blanks 
furnished  by  F.vrm-Poultry,  and  returnable  to  it 
at  ihe  end  of  each  month. 

After  the  yearly  tabulated  report  of  the  work  of 
llie  club  is  published  record  sheets  are  returned  to  all 
members  who  request  it. 

There  are  no  fees.  Membership  in  the  club 
costs  nothing. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  work  of  the  club,  a  num- 
ber of  special  practical  experiments  will  be  arranged 
during.1900.  All  who  are  interested  in  any  line  of 
investigation  are  invited  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  the  club  offers  for  co-operation  with 
others  similarly  interested. 

Who  Won  the  Prizes. 

Names  of  Winners   of  Experiment 
Club. 

Prizes  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1S98. 
For  Best  Set  of  Twelve  3Ionthly 
Records. 

1st  prize,  f5.  Mrs.  Leonard  .Johnson,  Rad- 
nor, Pa. 

2d  prize,  §3.    Chas.  E.  Lord,  Xewton,  Mass. 
od  prize,  §2.   Daniel  D.  Sherman,  Nyack, 
X.  Y. 

For  Best  Individual  Hen  Reports. 

1st  prize,  S3.  A.  J.  Silberstein,  Framing- 
ham,  Mass. 

1st  prize,  S3.    M.  J.  Hewitt.  Ogden,  Utah. 

2cl  prize,  S2.  W.  P.  Willett,  E.  Orange, 
2s.  J. 

2d  prize,  S2.  Mrs.  A.  J.  Arnold,  Hazard- 
ville.  Conn. 

3d  prize,  SI.  Miss  S.  M.  Andros,  E.  Nor- 
ton, Mass. 

3d  prize,  SI.    E.  G.  Garber,  Bellville,  O. 

For  Best  Hatching  Records. 
1st  prize,  S3.         P.  Willett,  E.  Orange, 
N.  J. 

1st  prize,  33.  Mrs.  G.  L.  Ross,  Lake  Gen- 
eva, Wis. 

2d  prize,  S2.    C.  A.  Sanborn,  Maiden,  Mass. 
2d  prize,  82.   Chas.  W.  Gibbs,  Pawtucket, 
E.  I. 

3d  prize,  SI-  Herbert  M.  Howes,  Win- 
chester, Mass. 

3d  prize,  §1.  Everett  L.  Freeman,  Mill- 
stone, N.  J. 


Advertising  is  the  electric  cord  that  con- 
nects your  business  with  the  purchaser.  To 
turn  the  current  off  is  to  dismiss  him  from 
your  door. —  J'rinlerx^  Ink. 


A  Qolden  Opportunity. 

I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  all  readers  of 
F.-P.,  and  especially  of  those  who  are  or  have 
been  members  ot  the  Experiment  Club,  to  the 
"  Money-in-Poultry  Contest"  to  be  conducted 
next  year  by  the  Orange  Judd  Company,  pub- 
lishers of  the  Orange  Judd  Farmer,  Ameri- 
can Agriculturist,  and  New  England  Home- 
stead,, for  the  benefit  of  the  subscribers  to 
those  papers.  Those  who  have  been  doing 
the  work  of  this  club  carefully  and  accurately 
have  been  specially  qualifying  themselves  for 
successes  in  such  a  contest  as  this  promises  to 
be.  It  has  been  often  said, and  well  said, that 
when  one  makes  the  most  of  small  oppor- 
tunities he  is  fitting  himself  to  take  advantage 
of  greater  opportunities  when  such  arise. 
Isothing  would  please  us  all  here  in  the 
office  of  F.-P.,  more  than  to  see  our  club 
members  engaging  in  this  contest  and  win- 
ning— as  we  are  sure  they  would — their  share 
of  the  prizes. 

The  Orange  Judd  Co.  set  aside  S2o00  for 
the  expense  of  conducting  this  contest,  and 
head  the  prize  list  with  S500  in  gold.  The 
first  response  to  their  request  for  special 
prizes  came  from  I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co.,  of 
Boston,  who  offer  SlOO  in  gold,  and  SlOO 
additional.  Next  came  the  American  Cereal 
Co.,  of  New  York  and  Chicago,  with  a  con- 
tribution of  S250.  Others  are  following,  and 
it  is  anticipated  thtit  the  premiums  will 
amount  to  So.OOO— perhaps  more.  The  details 
of  the  scheme,  and  distrilnition  of  prize  money 
have  not  yet  lieen  perfected.  Announcements 
of  these  will  be  made  prior  to  March  31,  1900, 
the  date  for  the  beginning  of  the  contest. 

The  first  prize  is  to.be  awarded  "for  the 
record  thtit  shows  most  clearly  and  accurately 
Just  how  the  contestant  has  managed  fowls 
during  one  year;  the  product  obtained,  and 
how  disposed  of;  the  cost  of  making  and 
marketing  such  product,  and  the  resulting 
profit  or  loss.  The  prize  is  not  for  the 
•S  for  the  nioBt  itecm  nte 


E^^s  For  Christmas 

are  worth  about  double  what  they  are  at  other  times.  This  is  so  be- 
cause esgs  are  scarce  in  the  winter.    Eggs  can  be  produced  in 
winter  as  well  as  seiininer  if  the  hens  are  properly  fed.  Sure 
esults  follow  the  feeding  everv  morning  of  a  nice  warm  mash  of 

THE  H-O  CO'S. 

POULIRY  FOOD. 

It  just  about  doubles  the  egg  product  and  does  more.  It  makes 
broilers  grow  fast  and  mature  early;  makes  early  and  strong 
layers  of  the  pullets;  imparts  vigor  and  working  force  to  mature 
bens;  shortens  up  the  moulting  season  and  produces  a  fine  coat 
of  feathers.   Of  special  value  in  feeding  show  fowls. 

H-0  CO'S  SCRATCHIING  FOOD 

is  just  the  thing  to  mix  with  the  litter.  Insures  plenty 
of  exercise.  These  foods  are  grain  products  combined 
in  correct  proportions  for  best  results.  ^-v. 

Write  for  sample,  circulars,  Z^?* 


prices,  &C. 


/raw  rt. 


THE      FULTON  m 


record  of  methods  and  results."  I  need  only 
to  repeat  that  statement  of  the  basis  of  awards 
to  show  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the 
work  of  our  club,  that  if  experience  counts 
for  anything,  the  members  of  this  club  who 
engage  in  the  "Money-in-Poultry  Contest" 
will  be  strictly  in  it  when  the  awards  are 
made.  To  those  readers  of  F.-P.  not  at 
present  connected  with  the  Experiment  Club, 
who  think  that  they  would  like  to  try  for  the 
prizes  in  that  contest,  I  would  say;  Join  this 
club  now,  and  get  in  training  for  the  work 
which  begins  next  spring. 


Some  General  Remarks  and 
Observations. 

At  this  writing,  ^ov.  15th,  some  forty  mem- 
bers of  the  club  have  not  yet  returned  their 
reports.  Now  is  there  any  good  reason  why 
reports  should  not  be  all  in  by  the  tenth  day 
of  the  month  following  that  which  thev  cover? 


For  egg  production,  October  was  a  poor 
month,  when  compared  with  September.  A 
few  pens  of  fowls  and  a  few  flocks  laid  well, 
but  by  far  the  greater  number  report  few 
eggs,  and  many  report  none  at  all.  Under 
the  circumstances  a  summary  giving  averages 
for  the  month  would  be  of  no  use  to  auyone, 
and  it  will  therefore  be  omitted  this  time. 


"Time  spent  daily  with  fowls,"  is  a  trouljle- 
some  item.  I  think  that  the  most  sensible 
and  satisfactory  way  to  recoi'd  this  is  to 
simply  give  approximately  the  average  daily 
time  spent  in  caring  for  the  pen  or  flock  for 
which  the  record  is  kept.  I  notice  that  quite 
a  number  of  those  vi'ho  report  for  several 
pens  are  giving  the  time  spent  with  all  fowls 
on  each  sheet;  at  least,  I  presume  that  it  is 
done  in  that  way.  How  else  could  anyone 
charge  a  pen  of  ten  or  twelve  fowls  with  six 
hours  time  in  one  day,  and  make  an  average 
of  two  to  three  hours  per  day  for  the  week? 
Several  members  have  done  this;  others  have 
made  reports  which,  though  not  so  extrav- 
agant in  time,  show  that  an  unnecessary 
amount  of  time  is  given  to  a  few  fowls. 


For  those  members  who  keep  poultry  for 
pleasure  r.ather  than  for  profit,  it  is  all  right 
to  dawdle  away  as  much  time  as  they  can 
spare  for  the  purpose,  in  caring  for  thei"r 
fowls.  To  all  such  I  would  suggest,  though, 
that  they  omit  tiltogether  mention  of  the  time 
given  daily  to  caie  of  fowls.  The  member 
whose  question  is  responsible  for  this  sugges- 
tion keeps  one  pen  of  fowls,  which  have  free 
range,  and  really  require  no  care  at  all  further 
than  to  open  the  door  of  .the  poultry  house  in 
the  morning,  and  close  it  in  the  evening. 
Even  when  grain  is  thrown  to  them  it  is  only 
the  work  of  a  moment;  but,  he  says,  he 
frequently  spends  time  admiring  his  fowls,  or 
doing  things  not  absolutely  necessary  just 
l)c>;-.iu><o  of  tbepleitfiurc  of  worUini;  with  thcin. 


He  asks,  "  Should  this  time  be  charged  to  the 
fowls?"  Certainly  not;  and  further,  the 
person  situated  as  he  is  cannot  keep  records 
according  to  the  new  club  blanks  that  will 
have  any  meaning  to  anvone  —  not  if  they 
attempt  to  use  the  whole  of  it.  What  such  an 
one  can  do  is,  keep  an  account  of  food,  if  any, 
bought;  of  eggs  laid,  and  of  cash  saved  or 
received  on  account  of  the  fowls.  Such  a 
record  will  show  from  month  to  month,  and 
in  total  at  the  end  of  the  year  iust  what  his 
pleasure  in  fowls  has  cost  him  or  paid  him. 
Should  he  take  time  to  admire  or  work  for 
his  fowls  when  he  ought  to  be  doing  other 
work,  such  time  might  fairly  be  charged 
against  them;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  absurd  for  a  man  to  figure  out  the 
value  of  leisure  time  devoted  to  poultry  keep- 
ing. One  might  as  well  charge  a  bicycle  with 
the  time  spent  in  riding  it,  and  then  try  to 
figure  out  a  profit  by  crediting  the  wheel  with 
possible  savings  in  doctors',  druggists",  and 
nursing  bills. 


When  you  get  right  down  to  bed  rock  at 
this  point,  you  find  mighty  few  cases  where 
small  flocks,  kept  under  any  other  condition 
than  free  range,  yield  an  income  over  and 
above  the  cost  of  food,  which  would  allow 
fifteen  cents  an  hour  for  time  actually 
employed  in  caring  for  fowls.  In  the  very 
nature  of  things  it  is  impossible  that  they 
should.    If  I  have  proper  facilities  for  doing 

Strain  of  BiilT  p.  Kocks.  .Judj^e  Clias.  S.  FUinders, 
of  Coacoi'd.  N .  H..  declares  that  I  liave  tlieliiiesl  lot" 
of  IJiiffs  tliat  lie  lias  eVer  seen.  You  will  reiueniber 
that  I  won  at  Amesbury,  Aiancliester,  Milton,  and 
Boston,  last  winter.  Now  1  have  bred  birds  for  28 
years,  and  won  niy  share  of  prizes,  and  when  I  tell  you 
that  I  have  birds  this  year  for  sale,  that  can  win  in 
hottest  company,  I  mean  just  what  I  say.  My  prizes 
are  according  to  f|uality,  and  within  reach  ot  all 
classes.  Buff  Rocks  and  W.  Wyaudoltes  that  can 
suit  the  mo?t  fastidious. 

W.  T.  GREENE,  Hopkinton,  N.  H. 

We  Are  Headquarters 

for  Poultry  supplies,  such  as 

BEEF  SCRAPS, 

O.  SHELLS, 

O.  K.  ANIMAL  MEAL, 

CUT  GREEN  BONE, 

DIAMOND  GRIT, 

STEAMED  MEAT,  etc. 

B.VIJTLETT  A.  H(H,:\IE.s, 

Springfield,  Itlass. 

The  above  foods,  e.xcept  the  cut  boiu-.  can  also  lie 
had  of  C.  A.  IJAUTI.1:TT,  VVorcester.  .Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES 

Bred  for  UtiUty. 

—Breeding  Cockerels.— 

W'c  h;tvc  a  I'nic  lot  of  cftckerels  from  nark  In-itWu 
esr^'s.  that  will  improve  vour  llock.al  S3,  S.'f,  aur. 
1K4  each.  »)  pair  of  Homers  (bred  l>v  Tiios.  \Vi  iil.i). 
lor  sale  or  e.xchauKe  for  earlv  hatched  pullets. 

F,  4>.  I'KICK,  firitlKewatrr, 
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Karn/[=  Poultry 


the  work  I  cau  mix  up  a  mash  for  a  thousaiul 
hens  us  quickly  as  I  cau  lor. fifty.  The  actual 
woik  —  the  time  actually  spent  in  feeding, 
watering,  cleaning  houses,  gathering  eggs, 
etc.,  is  proportionate  to  the  number  of  fowls, 
but  the  time  spent  in  getting  ready  and  in 
changing  from  one  jol)  to  another  is  often  the 
same  lor  a  small  flock  as  for  a  large  one. 
Given  a  convenient  house,  and  proper  facili- 
ties for  doing  the  work,  and  it  is  hardly  more 
work  to  take  care  of  fifty  hens  than  to  look 
after  ten. 


If  the  poultry  keeper  wants  to  show  that 
his  fowls  pay  him  well  in  money  for  the  time 
given  them,  the  case  is  difterent.  Then  he 
ought  to  charge  them  for  every  moment  given 
to  care  of  them,  just  as  he  would  for  every 
penny  expended  for  them.  If  he  is  selling 
breeding  stock,  and  eggs  for  hatching,  he 
must  charge  them  for  time  spent  in  coirc- 
spondiug  with  prospective  customers,  as  well 
as  for  money  spent  in  advertising.  He  must 
charge  them  for  time  spent  in  building  a 
house,  as  well  as  for  material  used  in  building 
it;  for  time  consumed  in  making  repairs,  just 
the  same  as  for  any  other  item  of  expense. 
When  you  figure  things  out  in  this  way,  there 
is  often  very  little  left  of  what  vpas  at  first 
thought  to  be  a  very  handsome  figure,  and  I 
think  that  the  fact  is  that  large  flocks  well 
cared  for  generally  give  greater  actual  profits 
per  fowl  than  small  ones  given  similar  good 
care. 


Having  read  thus  far,  the  reader  will,  I 
think,  have  guessed  what  I  am  driving  at:  i. 
e.,  that  I  think  that  there  are  many  members 
of  the  club  who  can  do  better  for  it  than  to 
keep  its  records  as  per  the  new,  or  the  old 
blanks.  Those  who  keep  fowls  mostly  for 
pleasure,  could  give  some  time  and  thought 
to  special  experiments;  and  those  who  keep 
them  for  profit,  could  keep  records  for  their 
entire  flocks,  whether  large  or  small,  instead 
of  for  from  one  to  four  pens,  as  many  are 
now  doing.  We  want  variety  and  progress 
in  this  work. 


Some  members  of  the  club  felt  slighted 
because  their  reports  did  not  appear  in  the 
annual  summary.  As  explained  in  the  article 
accompanying  that  summary,  there  were  cer- 
tain reasons  why  it  was  thought  best  to 
exclude  a  few  of  the  full  year  reports.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  repeat  those  reasons  here, 
but  I  would  say  at  the  beginning  of  another 
year  that  to  be  useful  in  a  table  framed  for 
purposes  of  comparison,  reports  must  be 
uniform,  and  must  have  the  additional  merits 
of  brevity  in  comments  and  good  judgment 
as  to  matter  introduced.  Long  comments  and 
explanations  are  seldom  necessary. 


Noting  the  amount  of  food  fed  at  each  meal, 
is  of  value  only  to  the  person  making  the 
report,  and  then  only  in  case  he  is  feeding 
wrong,  when  it  furnishes  a  basis  for  advising 
him  how  to  change  to  get  better  results.  The 
question:  How  much  to  feed,  is  one  which 
never  can  be  answered  more  definitely  than  it 
has  already  been  answered  hundreds  of  times. 
If  a  report  shows  —  as  some  do  —  that  nine  or 
ten  fowls  are  being  fed  two  quarts  of  whole 
grain  a  day,  I  can  tell  the  owner  that  he  is 
feeding  too  much — about  twice  as  much  as  he 
should  when  fowls  get  green  food,  meat  food, 
and  occasionally  a  mash  in  addition  to  the 
two  quarts  of  grain;  and  can  tell  him  that  I 
am  sure  that  a  great  deal  of  the  food  he  gives 
his  fowls  is  being  wasted.  But  no  one  can 
tell  him  to  an  ounce  or  to  a  small  fraction  of 
a  pint  how  much  to  feed  the  hens.  The  needs 
of  fowls,  and  consequently  their  appetites, 
vary  from  day  to  day,  and  the  keeper  must 
learn  to  feed  according  to  appetite,  and  al.«-o 
to  so  feed  that  appetite  will  be  kept  good.  I 
notice  that  a  few  are  feeding  by  weight  or 
measure,  and  from  statements  sent  with  some 
reports  I  infer  that  some  members  think  lh:it 
in  doing  this  they  are  putting  the  whole 
matter  on  a  scientific  basis ;  instead  of  which 
they  are  making  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary 
work  for  themselves  now,  and  laying  up 
trouble  for  the  future.  Exact  measures  arc 
not  needed  in  the  poultry  house,  and  the  only 
use  I  ever  found  for  small  scales  was  to  weigh 
live  fowls  occasionally,  and  dressed  i)oul- 
try  on  market  days. 


To  one  examining  the  club  reports  as  they 
come  in,  the  most  noticeable  result  of  the  two 
years  of  club  work  is  that  there  is  much 
greater  uniformity  of  method  in  feeding  than 
there  was  when  the  club  started.  Then  each 
and  every  member  hud  his  own  peculiar 
method  of  feeding.  The  methods  of  those 
who  have  been  most  successful  in  getting  eggs 
have  been  followed  by  others.  Judging  by 
the  October  reports,  the  uniformity  does  not 
extend  to  quantity  of  food  given. 


Good  Work  of  a  Farm  Flock  of 
Black  Cochins. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  groups  of  records 
furnished  last  year  was  that  for  the  three  pens 
of  Black  Cochins,  (lots  Nos.  41,  42,  and  4o,  in 
Annual  Summary,  page  399,  F.-P.,  Nov.  1, 
1899).  The  flock  is  the  property  of  Miss 
Jennie  F.  Leonard,  of  Bridgevvater,  Mass., 
and  is  given  what  may  be  called  good  farm 
care.  The  hens  were  housed  in  three  separate 
houses,  but  given  free  range,  and  when  fed 
out  doors,  the  hens,  chickens,  ducks  and  geese 
were  fed  together.  Besides  caring  for  her 
fowls,  Miss  Leonard  picks  strawberries  and 
currants  for  customers,  takes  a  hand  in  pre- 
serving and  pickling  berries  and  fruits,  from 
strawberries  to  quinces,  makes  butter,  picks 
cranberries  in  the  fall,  and  for  two  months 
last  year  added  to  her  earnings  by  sewing  fur 
on  slippers. 

Miss  Leonard  shall  tell  the  story  of  the  year's 
work  in  her  own  way,  but  1  take  the  liberty 
of  using  a  part  of  the  letter  which  accom- 
panied her  statement  as  an  introduction. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  send  the  account  of  cost 
and  profit  of  fowls  for  the  past  year,  for  use 
of  the  club,  as  promised.  I  have  taken  some 
pains  to  make  it  accurate,  and  give  all  the 
details  I  judged  would  lie  useful.  About  six 
weeks  after  I  had  begun  my  record  for  the 
club  last  year,  a  ben  reappeared  from  some- 
where, making  my  number  one  more;  but  as 
these  inaccuracies  were  troublesome  to  you,  I 
hated  to  correct  my  list.  When  one  died  in 
the  spring  I  did  not  rci;ord  it,  as  it  made  my 
number  right; — now  that  I  send  cash  account, 
I  want  it  correct. 

The  geese  have  not  proved  profitable  so  far, 
but  my  folks  object  to  my  disposing  of  them, 
as  they  have  been  made  great  pets  of.  If  only 
the  eggs  would  hatch  reasonably  well  there 
would  be  a  good  profit.  They  lay  well.  One 
laid  26  eggs  in  spring  of  '98,  42  in  fall  of  '98 
up  to  Christmas,  then  9  in  January,  and  31  in 
the  spring  of  '99  —  never  becoming  broody 
from  the  time  she  began  laying  in  the  fall  of 
'98  until  she  -laid  her  last  egg  this  spring, 
when  I  had  no  eggs  left  on  which  to  set  her. 
She  has  laid  25  eggs  this  fall,  but  I  have  not 
set  them.  One  gray  goose  laid  38  eggs  last 
spring  without  becoming  broody,  and  I  made 
her  lay  three  litters,  31  eggs  this  spring,  set- 
ting her  on  the  last  of  the  eggs.    I  don't  care 


There  were  on  hand  Xov.  1,  1898,  92  hens, 
of  which  29  were  yearlings,  and  G3  May  and 
June  pullets,  7  cockerels,  4  geese,  2  ganders, 
some  goslings  and  young  chicks.  One  hen 
died  in  the  spring.  In  May  a  cock  and  a  hen 
were  sold  ;  1  hen  was  eaten  in  August,  87  sold 
in  October,  and  2  disappeared.  During  the 
year  1899,  231  chicks  were  raised  to  roaster 
size,  and  42  others  until  a  month  old.  Six 
goslings  were  kept  all  winter,  and  18  raised  in 
the  spring.  I  also  raised  18  ducks,  10  of  them 
until  four  months  old.  I  set  34  hens,  and 
reset  7.  In  the  spring  of  '99,  17  hens  were  set 
on  goose  eggs.  I  also  set  some  hens  on  goose 
eggs  in  the  fall  of  "98,  but  cannot  find  the 
record. 

The  grain  food  for  all  these  fowls,  hens, 
chickens,  geese,  and  ducks,  from  the  middle 
of  Oct.,  1898,  to  Oct.  1,1899,  cost  ijilGO.rjG.  To 
this  should  be  added  $2  for  hay  and  insrct 
powder.  I  make  no  account  of  skim  milk 
and  vegetables,  which  cost  me  nothing,  nor 
of  second  crop  hay  for  goslings,  which  was  a 
gift. 

From  Nov.  1,  1898,  to  Oct.  3,  1899,  the  hens 
laid  10,770  eggs,  as  collected  every  dliv.  I 
have  no  full  account  of  stolen  nests,  the  eggs 
from  which  were  all  used  at  home  as  soon  as 
possible.  For  a  wonder,  there  was  not  a  poor 
egg  among  them,  nor  did  I  have  a  single  hen 
bring  oft"  a  late  brood  of  chicks  during  the 
summer.     We  sold  787  do;ien  og^s  to  our 


groceryman  and  egg  collector  at  our  door. 
To  our  neighbors  we  sold  37  sittings  of 
13  eggs  each,  for  35c.  per  sitting,  besides 
some  smaller  sittings  at  a  lower  price.  For 
95  young  cockerels  sold  at  the  door,  live 
weight,  we  received  $54.20.  In  the  latter 
part  of  August,  22  cockerels  three  months  old 
were  sold  to  a  party  who  wished  them  to 
caponizfB,  at  40c.  each,  the  lowest  price  I 
thought  I  could  take  and  not  lose  money  by 
selling  them  before  they  weighed  5  pounds 
each.  The  highest  price  received  for  chickens 
was  20c.  a  pound,  for  cockerels  weighing  3^ 
pounds  each,  June  21;  the  lowest  10c. ,  Oct. 
11,  for  cockerels  weighing  5.i  pounds  each. 
The  largest  sale  at  one  time  was  40  cockerels, 
total  weight  170  pounds,  at  12c.  per  pound, 
Sept.  13.  The  hen  sold  in  May  weighed  74 
pounds,  and  brought  9c.  per  pound.  The  87 
hens  sold  Oct.  3  averaged  6  pounds  each,  and 
brought  8c.  per  pound.  Eggs  were  30c.  per 
dozen  in  Nov.  and  Dec;  26@24c.  in  Jan.  and 
Feb.;  16c.  the  middle  of  March;  14iail0  in 
April  and  May  ;  18c.  in  June ;  18'S>20c.  in  July  ; 
22®24c.  in  Aug.;  2fi®28c.  in  Sept.  I  sold  8 
young  chickens  last  December,  which  were 
given  to  me  early  in  the  fall,  and  I  entered 
the  money  on  account,  judging  it  would 
scarcely  pay  for  their  food  and  for  that  of 
some  large  cockerels  and  pullets  kept  until 
Christmas  for  friends  and  neighbors. 

Receipts  aggregate  f 290. 12,  from  which 
deduct  $162.56  for  grain,  hay,  and  insect 
powder  —  leaving  as  profit,  $127.56.  To  this 
should  be  added  |20.50  for  22  goslings  sold, 
and  $7.50  for  16  ducks,  making  in  all  $155.56. 

There  is  now  on  hand  113  pullets,  6  cocks,  4 
geese,  2  ganders,  a  gosling,  and  a  cockerel  for 
Christmas. 

To  put  it  in  another  way,  the  hens  have 
paid  all  feed  bills,  supplied  us  with  eggs;  paid 
for  their  new  house  built  last  fall ;  slightly 
more  than  replaced  themselves  with  pullets, 

anil  have  paid  a  profit  of  nearly  |1  per  hen 
l)esides;  while  the  geese  and  ducks  have 
bought  netting  to  enclose  the  garden,  and  also 
a  small  yard,  and  hay  for  ttie  cow.  I  lost 
heavily  of  chicks,  largely  by  hawks. 


PURE  BRED  BUSINESS  POULTRY 

WH.  WYANDOTTICS  and  I'.I  FF  1'.  KOCKS 
KXCLUSIVEI^Y. 

Exliihilidn  anil  tjn'cdinj^  sloci; 
a  siK'oially.  Slocli  lor  sale  at 
alltilnes.  IC;r;;s  in  season  ?S  i)ei" 
sitlhifi;  reductiea  larj^e 
orders. 

Proprietor  of  worhJ  renowned 
STAY  THKKE  I.KG  HAND 
ooe.  pel-  do/,.;  S;;..'iO  jier  KiO. 
Ttedueliqii  on  orders  over  100,  iO  per  ceiil.  Write 
foi-  clreuiar. 

KHOUE  ISILAND  POULTRY  YARDS, 
('.  H.  .Ienl;s,  Trop.,        Bo.x  A,  Pawtucket,  K.  I. 

CHALLENGE  STRAIN  OF 

LIGHT  BRAHIV5AS 

Are  noted  for  llieir  ^'reat  laying  as  wc  1!  as  prize 
winnin^rat  tlie  leailiiij?  sljows  of  Anjeriea.  Last  sea- 
son's record  Hi  prizes,  11  lirst,  vvinnin{<  11  prizes  at 
Boston.  Ituised  moi-e  clti<-lis  tliis  season  tlien  ever, 
and  will  olt'er  xreal  liarjiains  llie  uexl  30  days,  as  I 
liuve  not  room  to  lionse  tlieni.  All  birds  will  be 
strictly  as  representee),  or  voiir  money  back  ;  mention 
F.-l».       J.  P.  KEATINO,  Westboi-o,  Mass. 

THE  OLD  HOMESTEAD  BROODER 


r.eats  till-  AVorM 

In  liealin;^  ai'id  \rnlilaling 
s}  slem.  I'ei-feet  safely  I;nnp. 
■Most  I'ooni.  ,Mosl  air  space. 
l",asiest  cleaned.  Hi-oo<ls  any 
size  eliieks.  Handsomest.  Cat- 
alo^'ne  free  if  this  paper  is 
mentioned. 

OLD  HOMESTEAD  BROODER  CO., 
Box  73,  31id<Jleboro,  Mass. 

EGGS!  EGGS  ! 

If  you  wish  to  obtain  ^ood  results,  place  your  order 
for  eggs  for  hatcliing  with  the  Kivervie'w  Poultry 
Yards,  T.  H.  C^ampbell,  prop..  Laurel  Sireel, 
Ellsworth,  Maine.  The  yards  contain:  I'lvnioutli 
Rocks,  Wyandottes,  and  Leghorns  of  all  kinds,  Liglit 
Brahmas,  White  Sherwoods,  White  Wonders,  and  K. 
C.  Black  Jlinorcas.  "Birds  all  taken  many  prizes," 
I  have  also  flue  pens  of  Brown,  White  and  BulV  Leg- 
horns, White  Wyandottes,  Barred  Plymouth  KocliS, 
and  Light  Brahmas,  that  I  will  sell  at  a  reasonable 
ligure  Cfinsidering  the  stock.  Now  is  3'our  chance 
to  obtain  good  stock. 

T.  H.  CAMPBELL,  Box  221.  EUsworlli.  Me. 

Giimai  Leg  BaQiis 

Can't  lose  off,  and  are  neat,  light, 
and  durable. 

Prices  Postpaid. 
Per  doz.,  .  .  .  2-)C.;per25.  .  .  .40c. 
Per  .M,  ....  7ijc. ;  per  lUO.  .  .31.35 
Give  size  wanted.  Samjiles  for 
stamp.  Aluminum  or  Ur.iss  lags. 
All  supply  dealers  sell  tliem. 
KEYES,  DAVIS  &  CO.^ 

Battle  Creek,  Micli, 


Pat.  applied  for. 


White  Wyandottes. 


Br^'d  to  please  the  eye  and  satisfy  the  pocket  hook.  In  the  display  at 
Boston  show,  Jan'y,  189S,  I  received  2d  premium  on  While  Wvandottc 
eggs.  In  .lan'y,  1899,  I  was  awarded  FIRST  PREMIUM  and  "  FARM- 
POULTRY"  SPECIAL  OK  SIO  for  best  exhibit  of  dark  brown 
eggs  in  a  class  of  17  competitors. 

Early   hatcheil   cockerels   S-3  and  upwards.      BUKF  AVYANDOTTES, 
Cornell,  Forsyth,  Klee,  and  Harwood  blood,  S3  and  upwards. 
Member  Eastern  White  Wyandotte  Club.  W.  E.  SMITH,  So.  Natick,  Mass. 


No  Matter  "What  Kind  of  Foods  You  XJse! 

Eherldau'a  Condition  Powder  Is  needed  with  It  to  assure  perfect  assimilation  of  the  food  elements  to 
produce  eggs.  Sold  by  Druggists,  Grocers,  Feed  Dealers  or  by  n}ail.  One  pack,  2.5  cts;  tive,  gL 
UttrgB  p,n,n,  iX,ao,   Sla  oKUfi,  jjfs,  jpsepaiiiii  h  iSj  J©a>:««w  *  Custom  il!»u»e  St.,  Bostuii,  aiaaa. 
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EDITORIAL. 

State  Poultry  Associations. 

The  numerous  recent  organizations  of  state 
poultry  associations  and  the  remarkable 
strength  developed  by  some  ot  the  specialty 
clubs  cannot  be  regarded  otherwise  than  as 
most  hopeful  signs  of  the  times,  and  Farm- 
Poultry  would  like  to  suggest  to  those  most 
interested  in  these  associations,  and  in  the 
American  Poultry  Association,  that  it  would 
be  wise  now  to  study  up  and  bring  out  some 
plan  which  would  bring  all  poultry  associa- 
tions into  harmonious  working  relations. 
The  need  of  united  systematic  effort  is,  we 
think,  evident  to  all,  and  this  seems  to  be  a 
favorable  lime  for  such  a  movement. 

A  Poultry  Paper's  Business. 

Says  a  correspondent  of  one  of  our  con- 
temporaries, "  It  is  a  cold  fact  that  a  dishon- 
est breeder's,  fancier's,  or  advertiser's  money 
is  just  as  good  as  an  honest  man's  money. 
Even  if  the  publishers  of  the  various  journals 
are  positively  assured  of  dishonest  acts,  shall 
they  refuse  such  ads.?  They  can't  consist- 
ently do  so,  as  it  is  their  business  to  publish 
advertisements." 

"Gently,  brother;  gently,  pray."  "There 
are  poultry  journals, —  several  or  more  of 
them,— into  the  columns  of  which  an  adver- 
tiser of  proved  dishonesty  cannot  get  his  ad., 
no  matter  how  much  he  is  willing  to  pay  for 
it.  We  have  always  considered  the  paper  in 
which  your  communication  appeared  as  near 
the  head  of  this  class,  and  see  no  reason  yet 
for  thinking  otherwise,  though  your  state- 
ment was  inserted  without  comment  or  chal- 
lenge. 

Publishing  advertisements  is  only  a  part  of 
a  poultry  paper's  business.  It  cannot  live  on 
advertisements  alone, —  no  more  than  it  could 
support  existence  on  the  receipts  from  sub- 
scriptions alone.  It  needs  a  balanced  ration 
of  sound  wholesome  reading  matter,  and  reli- 
able trustworthy  ads.  from  honorable  adver- 
tisers. 


Advei-tising  Talks. 

"We  closed  our  last  talk  with  the  advice  that 
when  you  have  succeeded  in  creating  an 
advertisement  that  draws  inquiries  and  orders, 
let  it  alone;  do  not  tinker  with  it,  but  use  it 
as  long  as  it  pays.  When  it  seems  to  have  lost 
force  in  one  medium  or  class,  try  it  elsewhere 
to  influence  new  readers. 

The  best  reason  for  this  is  the  fact  that 
by  constant  changes  in  every  issue,  as  some 
advertisers  do,  your  ad.  is  like  a  stranger  on 
the  street  of  a  large  city ;  few  notice  him ; 
but  an  old  friend  or  a  well  known  and  popu- 
lar face  is  recognized  by  many.  Let  any  ad. 
run  long  enough  for  people  to  become  well 
acquainted  with  it,  or  the  goods  it  advertises. 
When  you  do  change,  whether  often  or  at 
greater  intervals,  always  remember  one 
thing — the  well  known  man  or  friend  on  the 
street  is  recognized  because  his  face  remains 
the  same,  no  matter  how  differently  clothed. 

Therefore,  however  you  change  (or  clothe 
your  ad.  in  different  language)  be  sure  that 
the  name  of  the  article  or  the  distinguishing 
catch  phrase  that  you  desire  to  impress  upon 
the  public  mind  is  always  the  same.  If  a 
name,  whether  your  own,  or  of  the  article, 
always  use  the  same  type,  or  better  stiU,  have 
the  line  engraved  and  electrotyped,  then  you 
can  incorporate  it  into  every  ad.,  so  that  the 
casual  as  well  as  the  careful  reader  will  be 
influenced  to  a  degree,  and  when  in  want  of 
an  article  in  your  line,  yours  will  be  the  one 
that  will  come  to  the  mind  first.  That  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  results  from  good  adver- 
tising taken  in  connection  with  its  cumulative 
eftect. 

The  most  pronounced  successes  among  the 
many  advertised  articles  won  their  way  to  the 
public  favor  with  but  the  use  of  one  ad.  That 
one  was  always  the  same,  or  the  essential 
features  of  it  were  always  the  same.  The 
changes  were  few  and  far  between.  Have 
the  name  of  the  article  you  desire  to  fix  in 
the  public  Blind  the  most  prominent  feature 
of  every  advertisement.  Some  general  ads. 
which  illustrate  this  conspicuously  are  Royal 
Baking  Powder,  and  Uneeda  Biscuit  among 
food  products.  Among  poultry  advertisers 
the  breed,  the  strain,  or  whose  birds,  should 
be  conspicuous.  Among  such  comes  to  mind 
one  who  has  in  his  advertising  been  very  suc- 
cessful. The  name,  "  Hawkins,"  stands  out 
strongly.  He  is  very  particular  aliotit  the 
type  and  bold  appearance  of  that  word  in  all 
his  ads.  What  is  true  of  these  few  good  ads. 
should  be  true  of  many.  Be  sure  your  ad.  is 
right,  then  go  ahead.  When  it  pulls,  stick  to 
that  one  long  enough  for  the  readers  to  become 
well  acquainted  with  it,  to  at  once  recognize 
it  as  an  acquaintance,  and  we  are  positive  that 
it  will  do  you  more  good  than  many  ads.  all 
different  and  changed  often,  A  picture,  if 
good,  and  one  that  in  itself  tells  the  story,  is 
one  of  the  best  features  you  can  incorporate 
into  an  ad.  for  permanent  display;  but  above 
all,  avoid  "  stock  cuts,"  as  they  are  called, 
such  as  are  found  in  many  printing  oflices, 
and  used  by  many  dift'erent  advertisers.  Have 
your  illustration  peculiarly  your  own,  and 
never  use  one  which  some  one  else  uses,  or 
one  that  does  not  illustrate  your  goods,  or 
some  catch  phrase  that  you  wish  to  emphasize. 

Auother  don't:  Never  use  in  your  ads.  for 
a  catch  line  or  display  an  expression,  how- 
ever successful  it  may  have  been,  which  is 
much  used  by  some  other  advertiser.  It  is 
like  tne  woman,  who  lacking  individual  taste, 
gets  a  bonnet  exactly  like  Mrs.  So  and  So, 
because  it  was  so  becoming  to  her.  Nine 
times  in  ten,  after  she  has  copied  the  other, 
she  herself  looks  like  a  guy  in  what  was  so 
becoming  to  the  other  woman. 

By  copying  phrases  anil  using  illustrations 
of  others,  you  show  bad  taste,  and  really 
advertise  the  other  fellow  more  than  you  do 
yourself. 

Results  is  what  everyone  is  after  who  invests 
his  money  in  advertising  his  goods.  How  are 
they  best  obtained  is  the  all-important  ques- 
tion. If  vv'e  knew  just  how,  we  would  copy- 
right the  idea  and  make  the  biggest  fortune 
from  it  the  world  ever  saw  obtained  from 
advertising.  Twenty  years  ago  the  writer 
could  have  told  you  all  about  it  and  how  to 
do  it;  but  experience  has  taught  him  one 
thing,  namely,  that  the  advertiser,  or  so-called 
advertising  expert  who  knows  the  best  way  to 
get  results  is  yet  unborn.    But  we  do  know 


that  there  is  one  point  upon  which  more 
advertisers  fail  of  great  success  than  any 
other.  They  seem  to  think  that  all  they  have 
to  do  is  to  put  an  ad.  in  a  paper,  and  sit  back 
and  pocket  the  dollars  from  direct  orders, 
casting  into  the  waste  basket  all  letters  which 
only  ask  questions.  To  the  party  who  takes 
this  view  and  asks  our  advice  about  expend- 
ing money  for  advertising  in  the  best  medium 
on  earth,  we  would  say,  even  if  we  owned 
that  medium,  "  DoiVt  spend  a  dollar.'" 

But  to  the  advertiser  who  is  bound  to  get  — 
Tn  the  language  of  the  street  —  "all  that's 
coming  to  him,''  we  would  say,  after  you  have 
got  replies,  make  a  list  of  them,  and  follow 
them  up  carefully,  systematically,  and  often. 
Try  to  make  a  customer  of  each  party  who 
replies  to  your  ad. 

Circulars  or  catalogues,  giving  all  the  facts 
and  information  that  you  know  of  the  value 
of  your  goods,  must  follow  every  inquiry. 
Then  later  follow  the  circulars,  etc.,  with 
personal  letters.  Always  sign  those  letters 
yourself,  even  if  the  body  of  them  is  type- 
written. It  shows  personal  attention,  and 
often  wins  the  confidence  of  a  doubting 
inquirer,  and  leads  to  an  order. 

Do  not  consider  any  query  too  trivial  to 
answer.  You  may  know  a  lot  about  your 
own  goods,  but  how  is  the  other  fellow  to 
know  unless  you  toll  him?  Because  a  corre- 
spondent, who  never  knew  of  you  or  your 
goods  before,  seems  to  question  your  relia- 
bility, don't  fly  in  a  rage  and  show  it  in  your 
reply.  Lots  of  us  have  among  our  best  friends 
those  who  at  first  treated  us  in  just  that  man- 
ner. We  heard  a  good  story  the  other  day 
which  illustrates  this  point.  A  successful 
poultry  breeder  who  sells  eggs  for  hatching  at 
a  large  price,  replied  to  a  party  who  wanteil 
to  get  soilie  eggs  from  the  breeder's  best  stock, 
and  asked  how  he  was  to  know  that  they  came 
from  those  best  hens.  The  good-natured  reply 
was,  "  There  is  a  chair,  and  I  will  board  you 
free  of  cost,  and  you  may  sit  right  down 
beside  the  hens,  and  take  the  eggs  as  they  lay 
until  you  get  what  you  want."  Was  not  that 
better  than  to  get  on  his  dignity  and  proclaim 
that  he  was  not  a  swindler,  and  did  not  want 
the  order  of  a  man  who  thought  him  one'i" 

The  Experiment   Stations,  and 
Farm=Poultry. 

The  poultry  editor  of  the  Turf,  Farm  and 
Home,  Waterville,  Me.,  whose  remarks  on 
the  subject  seem  to  proclaim  him  one  of  those 
whose  implicit  trust  in  "official"  documents 
relating  to  poultry  culture,  makes  us  solicitous 
as  to  the  qualifications  of  the  men  who  make 
such  documents,  takes  our  recent  comments 
on  the  last  report  of  the  Maine  station  very 
much  to  heart.  He  laments  that  our  igno- 
rance of  the  experiment  stations  should  pre- 
vent a  fitting  appreciation  of  their  work,  and 
lead  us  to  say  things  which  to  him  seem 
unwarranted  animadversions  on  the  abilities 
of  certain  experimenters. 

As  we  happen  to  be  reasonably  well  posted 
on  what  the  stations  have  done  and  have 
failed  to  do  in  the  last  ten  years,  we  are 
unable  to  offer  any  encouragement  to  the  hope 
expressed  in  his  reflection  that  as  we  come  to 
know  more  of  experiment  station  work  our 
opinion  of  it  will  change.  We  say  this  of  the 
work  of  the  past;  as  to  what  the  stations  col- 
lectively may  do  in  the  future,  we  sincerely 
hope  that  their  work  will  show  an  Improve- 
ment which  will  warrant  a  better  opinion  of 
them  in  the  minds  of  all  well  informed  poul- 
trymen. 

And  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  Fakm- 
PouLTEY  will  discriminate  between  the  good 
work  done  at  a  few  stations  and  the  poor 
work  done  at  many.  Whenever  and  wher- 
ever the  men  in  charge  of  poultry  work  at  an 
experiment  station  show  by  their  plans  that 
they  understand  what  is  demanded  of  men  in 
their  position,  and  by  their  reports  that  they 
have  the  ability  to  carry  out  their  plans,  they 
may  count  with  certainty  on  all  the  help 
Farm-Poultry  can  give  them.  But,  as  often 
as  a  report  of  a  projected,  progressing  or  com- 
pleted work  appear.s  which  shows  that  the 
work  at  any  station  is  in  incompetent  hands, 
that  fact  will  be  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  poultry  public,  and  those  who  should  be 
interested  in  it  will  be  urged  to  take  steps  to 
coriect  what  we  cannot  but  regard  as  a 
bUi  nder. 


We  know  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  better 
work  at  the  .stations,  and  know,  too,  that  the 
removal  of  these  olistacles  is  delayed  while  so 
many  influential  poultrymen  have  a  well 
grounded  lack  of  confidence  in  the  utility  of 
the  work.  The  recognized  value  of  a  part — 
and  only  a  part  —  of  the  work  done  at  the 
Rhode  Island  and  New  York  stations,  is  all 
that  saves  experiment  station  work  from 
being  held  in  utter  contempt  by  the  great 
Ijody  of  practical  poultrymen.  As  we  have 
pointed  out  before,  the  poultrymen  are,  in  one  ' 
way,  themselves  to  blame  if  the  experiment 
station  work  is  rarely  of  a  quality  to  comand 
their  respect;  but  that  does  not  in  the  least 
change  the  fact  that  a  numlier  of  well-mean- 
ing gentlemen  who  are  undoubtedly  amiable 
companions  and  more  or  less  clever  amateur 
poultry  keepers,  who  are  conducting  "dinky" 
experiments  at  the  expense  of  various  states, 
are  not  competent  instructors  on  poultry 
topics. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  these  gentlemen,  and 
their  friends,  are  sometimes  unaware  of  their 
lack  of  special  fitness  for  the  positions  which 
they  occupy;  and,  consequently  regard  fair 
and  legitimate  criticism  of  their  work  and 
their  capacity  in  the  line  of  their  work  as  due 
to  prejudice  or  malice.  This  attitude  on  their 
part  prevents  their  profiting  by  just  criticism ; 
intensifies  thoughtful  distrust  of  them;  and, 
though  it  infuses  an  unnecessarily  unpleasant 
element  into  the  task,  does  not  deter  the  poul- 
try and  agricultural  journals  of  best  stand- 
ing from  telling  their  readers  which  station 
reports  are  not  entitled  to  public  confidence, 
and  pointing  out  why  they  should  not  be 
taken  as  authoritative. 

Importance   of   the  Feeding 
Question. 

A  subscriber  who  is  much  interested  in 
everything  relating  to  feeding,  is  apprehensive 
lest  in  extending  the  policy  of  the  paper  to 
meet  the  needs  of  poultrymen  of  all  classes, 
Faum-Poultry  may  fail  to  give  feeding 
problems  as  much  consideration  as  their 
importance  demands.  Judging  by  the  tone 
of  his  letter,  he  even  thinks  questions  relating 
to  this  subject  have  been  slighted  a  little  in  the 
past.  As  to  that,  if  there  is  one  subject  more 
than  others  which  has  been  constantly  prom- 
inent in  our  columns  it  is  this  subject  of  feed- 
ing, and  we  would  add  that  if  anyone  looking 
over  the  issues  of  the  paper  since  theextension 
of  policy  was  announced  can  find  that  this 
subject  has  been  neglected  or  has  not  received 
due  consideration,  his  ideas  of  the  relative 
importance  of  feeding  and  other  questions 
seems  to  us  to  need  readjusting. 

In  reality,  the  feeding  question  is  quite  the 
simplest  with  which  poultrymen  have  to  deal, 
and  for  every  poultry  keeper  who  falls  down 
here  for  lack  of  a  helping  hand  there  are  ten 
who  take  headers  over  ol)Stacles  which  they 
themselves  have  deliberately  placed  in  the 
way. 

Commission  Men  as  Missionaries. 

Mr.  Felch's  reference  to  "poulterer  Robbius 
of  Quincy  Market,"  watching  the  incoming 
ships  engaged  in  the  China  trade  to  secure 
large  fowls  for  the  use  of  the  farmers  from 
whom  he  bought  poultry,  brings  more  forcibly 
to  mind  the  many  instances  we  have  known 
of  the  activity  of  commission  men  and  market- 
men  in  propagating  thegospel  of  good  poultry. 
AVe  do  not  refer  now  to  such  well  known 
people  as  the  Messrs.  Rudd,  who  are  pro- 
ducers as  well  as  dealers,  or  as  Mr.  Geo.  V. 
Fletcher,  a  marketman  and  fancier,  but  to 
those  unknown  dealers  in  poultry  who  have 
been  active  in  teaching  the  farmers  the  advan- 
tages of  growing  good  stock. 

A  fewyeai's  ago  the  poultry  and  agricultural 
press  had  much  to  say  of  the  wise  and  benefi- 
cent policy  of  the  Armour  Packing  Co.,  which 
was  buying  space  in  a  number  of  papers  cir- 
culating in  the  territory  where  they  were  buy- 
ing poultry,  in  which  to  advertise  the  advan- 
tage of  using  thoroughbred  nndcs  to  gi-ade  U|> 
the  farm  flocks,  and  advise  farmers  as  to 
which  varieties  were  most  suitable  for  this 
purpose.  But  the  Armour  Co.  was  only 
doing  in  a  different  way  and  on  a  larger  scale 
what  himdredsof  marketnirn  and  commission 
men  had  been  doing  ever  .since  jiotiltcrer  Rob- 
bins  l)egan  his  good  work  a  half  century  ago; 
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and  in  many  instances  the  efforts  of  these 
persons  were  of  a  decidedly  practical  char- 
acter and  directed  most  effectively.  It  was, 
and  still  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  buyers  of 
poultry  to  select  the  best  cockerels  found  in 
tbe  coops  which  they  receive,  and  give  them 
to  farmers  from  whom  they  buy  whose  stock 
needs  grading  up.  Indeed,  it  has  not  been  an 
uncommon  thing  for  them  to  buy  good  males 
to  be  distributed  without  cost  to  persons  to 
whom  they  wished  to  demonstrate  the  profit- 
ableness of  growing  good  stock. 

A  Down-to=Date  Index  Next  Year. 

Beginning  with  the  issue  for  February  15, 
1900,  each  mid-mouth  Farm-Poultry  will 
contain  a  complete  carefully  compiled  index  of 
the  contents  of  all  previous  issues  of  the  cur- 
rent volume.  Instead  of  waiting  until  the  end 
of  the  year  and  then  publishing  a  full  index, 
we  will  build  up  our  index  as  we  go.  The 
advantages  of  this  plan  are  so  obvious  that  no 
comment  on  it  is  needed. 


Black  Fowls. 

That  the  black  varieties  are  not  more  gener- 
ally popular,  is  due  principally  to  the  preju- 
dice against  them  as  dressed  poultry.  Con- 
sumers of  poultry  object  to  dark  legs,  to 
white  skin,  and  to  dark  pin  feathers  in  the 
carcass.  Now  a  prejudice  of  this  kind  has  to 
be  reckoned  with  and  considered  by  the  poul- 
tryman,  and  it  must  be  taken  at  its  face  value. 
There  is  no  way  of  discounting  it.  Further- 
more, a  poultryman  is  safe  in  taking  it  at  its 
present  value,  for  there  is  not  the  least  likeli- 
hood of  its  changing  within  a  generation. 

To  those  who  admire  black  fowls  most,  and 
to  those  who  know  the  sterling  good  qualities 
of  the  Black  Minorcas,  Black  Langshans, 
Black  Cochins,  Black  Spanish  (even  in  spite 
of  their  delicacy),  and  Houdans,  which  so  far 
as  the  effects  of  this  prejudice  go,  are  classed 
a  black  variety,  it  sometimes  seems  that  the 
good  qualities  of  these  fowls  need  only  to  be 
better  known  to  be  appreciated  by  all  poultry 
keepers  everywhere,  and  that  a  time  must 
surely  come  when  this  unreasonable  prejudice 
against  them  will  weaken,  and  perhaps  dis- 
appear.    In  calling  the   prejudice  against 
black  fowls  unreasonable  we  have  reference 
only  to  the  prejudice  of  consumers.  This 
prejudice  itself  is  unreasonable,  but  it  fur- 
nishes to  the  poultry  keeper  who  wants  to  sell 
poultry  a  good  reason  for  not  keeping  black 
fowls.   The  hope  that  the  prejudice  may  dis- 
appear, is  vain.   As  far  as  present  indica- 
tions can  be  trusted,  there  is  not  even  a 
remote  probability  that  an  appreciable  pro- 
portion of  consumers  of  poultry  can  be  edu- 
cated, or  persuaded,  or  in  any  way  induced 
to  take  a  black  legged,  white  skinned  fowl  as 
readily  as  yellow  poultry,  and  pay  the  same 
price  for  it.   On  this  point  we  are  neither 
theorizing  nor  generalizing  without  sufficient 
proof. 

Some  years  ago  the  writer,  believing  —  as 
personally  he  still  believes  —  that  some  black 
varietis  make,  for  real  quality,  better  poultry 
than  any  of  the  yellow  skinned  breeds,  wasted 
a  great  deal  of  time,  breath,  and  some  money 
in  efforts  to  persuade  buyers  of  his  poultry 
that  such  was  the  case.  The  history  of  that 
experience  would  be  comic  —  to  one  who  had 
not  borne  the  expense.  The  outcome  was 
that  he  resolved  to  adhere  to  the  policy  of 
giving  his  customers  what  they  wanted,  and 
disposed  of  all  his  black  fowls.  To  such  a 
conclusion,  sooner  or  later,  everyone  who 
deals  in  ])oultry  to  an  amount  worth  mention- 
ing, is  sure  to  come;  and  this  being  the  case, 
it  appears  that  the  black  varieties  —  even  the 
best  of  them  —  must  continue,  as  they  are, 
noM-popular  varieties,  f/npopular  they  are 
not.  AVe'  do  not  think  that  any  variety  of 
fowls  is  unpopular  in  the  common  meaning  of 
that  terra;  but  the  demand  for  black  fdwls 
is  limited,  coming  only  from  particular  locali- 
ties or  from  a  small  section  of  the  great  body 
of  poultry  keepers,  because,  though  taken  by 
and  large,  they  are  certainly  neither  better 
nor  worse  than  other  colored  varieties  of  the 
same  or  like  breeds,  their  color  as  poultry, 
fails  to  suit  the  consumer's  taste. 

Some  of  the  black  varieties  have  consider- 
able local  or  sectional  popularity,  where,  as 
sometimes  happens,  a  particular  quality  causes 
■  them  to  be  appreciated  by  those  catering  to  a 


certain  special  demand.  The  color  which  ||' 
handicaps  them  as  market  poultry  is  one  of 
their  strong  recommendations  to  many  fan- 
ciers, as  well  as  to  city  and  village  poultry 
keepers  who  want  a  fowl  which  will  not 
show  too  plainly  the  soiling  of  soot  and 
smoke.  So  that  though  they  cannot  be  said 
to  be  generally  popular,  and  are  hardly  to  be 
reckoned  as  competitors  of  the  very  popular 
varieties;  as  the  interest  in  poultry  grows 
the  demand  for  black  fowls  will  continue  to 
increase  absolutely,  though  it  may  not  keep 
pace  relatively,  with  the  demand  for  some 
others.  Breeders  who  have  stock  of  good 
quality,  and  know  how  to  push  it,  will  find 
sales  satisfactory.  We  publish  two  most 
interesting  articles  in  this  number,  giving  the 
views  of  two  breeders  of  national  reputation 
as  to  the  status  of  their  favorite  black 
varieties. 

Editorial  Notes. 

The  regular  subscription  price  of  the  Poul- 
try Keeper  is  50  cents  a  year.  The  publishers 
are  offering  the  paper  for  "  only  25  cents  for 
three  months  on  trial."  After  the  returns  are 
in  we'll  all  want  to  know  how  many  subscrip- 
tions were  received  on  that  offer. 


Anent  the  system  of  judging  to  be  tried  at 
the  Chicago  show  next  January,  F.  H.  Shella- 
barger  suggests  that  after  the  winners  have 
been  picked  by  comparison  and  the  remaining 
birds  scored, the  winners  bescored.  It  would 
not  take  long,  and,  of  course,  would  not  affect 
the  awards.  It  is  just  possible  that  the  judges 
might  refuse  to  do  this.  'Tis  a  far  cry  from 
infallibility  to  stupidity,  and  our  poorest 
judges  are  as  far  from  being  stupid  as  the 
best  are  from  being  infallible. 


Now  that  the  list  of  varieties  has  been 
exhausted  in  determining  "  Which  is  the  most 
profitable  ejegr  laying  fowl,"  it  is  in  order  for 
some  one  to  offer  a  prize  for  the  best  article 
on  :  In  which  of  the  United  States  do  hens  lay 
best. 


"  All  buff"  fowls  are  large,  hardy,  not  diffi- 
cult to  breed  true  in  color,  nor  hard  to  keep 
clean,"  says  a  contributor  to  Farm,  6'tock, 
and  Home.  The  quotation  would  serve  as  a 
nice  text  for  a  sermon  on  the  poor  quality 
of  the  matter  furnished  in  the  poultry  columns 
of  most  agricultural  papers,  were  it  not  that 
contributions  from  this  same  writer  are  too 
conspicuous  in  the  poultry  journals. 


English  fanciers  anticipate  a  considerable 
reduction  in  their  export  trade  on  account  of 
the  war  in  South  Africa. 


A  subscriber  in  the  state  of  Washington 
states  that  he  can  buy  horses  at  |2.50  each, 
and  from  one  horse  get  about  eight  hundred 
lbs.  of  poultry  food.  We  don't  question  the 
price,  but  think  the  weight  of  edible  meat  on 
the  $2.50  horses  rather  less  than  stated. 


When  a  representative  of  a  poultry  paper 
begins  to  write  to  his  publication  vouching 
for,  or  guaranteeing,  railroad  companies, 
hotels,  et  cetera,  and  the  paper  publishes 
such  stuff,  it  would  seem  that  the  limit  of  the 
guaranty  business  had  been  reached. 


Unquestionably  the  most  eloquent  of  poultry 
men  is  the  editor  of  the  California  Poultry 
Tribune.  His  description  of  a  visit  to  Hart- 
nest  Farm  was  glorious,  and  fairly  made  the 
pages  of  his  journal  scintillate  and  glow,  even 
when  his  thoughts  were  subjected  to  the  lim- 
itations of  plain  black  and  white.  In  the 
November  issue  he  easily  surpasses  all  former 
records  in  phrase  building.  Introducing  to 
his  readers  the  man  who  is  to  represent  the 
Tribune  at  the  shows,  he  winds  up  with : 
"  Remember  his  wants  are  few  and  small;  all 
he  asks  is  an  opening.  When  he  calls,  give  it 
to  him  by  a  shake  of  the  hand  and  a  hearty 
greeting  that  will  warm  him  up.  His  battle 
cry  for '  Standard-bred  poultry  and  more  of 
it,'  should  gather  the  clans  from  mountain 
fastnesses  and  plains  and  valleys,  from  the 
loneliness  of  populous  towns  and  the  excite- 
ment of  country  villages.  The  C.  P.  Tribune 
turns  him  over  to  your  tender  mercies,  and 
may  tbe  enchanting  atmosphere  of  fur  and 
feather  cast  its  sweet  aroma  over  you  all." 


THE  CYPHERS  INCUBATORS 

Are  Specially  Adapted  for  Women's  Work  with  Poultry. 


Self-Supplied 
Moisture. 
Self-Regulating 
and  Self° 
Ventilating. 


They  are  simple  to  operate  ;  need 
only  a  few  minutes  a  day  ;  run  well 
in  a  house  cellar  or  a  spare  room  ; 
THEY  CANNOT  GET  OUT  OF 
ORDER;  there  are  no  water  pans 
or  mussy  details  to  look  after ;  they 
hatch  the  best  chickens,  because  of 
the  exact  regulation  and  scientific 
diffusion  of  heat  and  self-supplied 
moisture.  They  are  built  of  the  best 
materials,  put  together  in  the  best 
manner.  There  are  no  crude  de- 
vices, no  raw  ideas  to  catch  the 
cheap  trade.  THEY  ARE  THE 
FOUNDATION  OF  SCIENTIFIC 
ARTIFICIAL  INCUBATION. 


Your  money  back  if  they  do  not  give  satisfaction. 


THE  CYPHERS  BROODERS 

MATCH  THE  INCUBATORS.  They  are  built  on  correct  principles,  with 
easily  adjusted  heat,  and  perfect  ventilation.  There  are  four  sizes,  and  are  of 
two  types — one  for  outdoor  use,  and  the  other  for  indoors.  In  both  the  heat- 
ing principle  is  the  same.  THEY  KEEP  THE  CHICKENS  HEALTHY. 
They  are  made  throughout  of  the  best  white  pine  lumber,  neatly  painted.  The 
lamps  are  made  throughout  of  copper,  and  are  of  a  late  and  improved  design. 
Each  Brooder  has  a  tested  and  easily  read  thermometer. 

OUR  NEW  POULTRY  MANUAL  and  catalogue,  entitled, 

"HOW  TO  MAKE  MONEY  WITH  POULTRY  AND  INCUBATORS," 

Sent  postpaid  for  15c.  in  stamps.  16-page  illustrated  circular  and  price  list, 
free. 

We  have  opened  a  western  office  at  323 — 325  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  111., 
which  will  be  under  the  personal  direction  of  Mr.  THEO.  HEWES,  the  well 
known  and  expert  poultryman  and  judge. 

THE  CYPHERS  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Box  4,  WAYLAND,  N.  Y. 

NEW  ENGLAND  OFFICE,        No.  84  Merchants  Row,  Boston,  Nlass. 
Address  your  nearest  office. 


DEATH  TO  LICE  REMEDIES. 

DON'T 
SHOW 

Your  poultry  to  anyone, 
anvwlitre,  until  you  know  that 
tlify  urc  not  lousy.  Lice  will 
clit'Ok  their  Krowtli,  dull  tlieir 
pluiuafte.  liunip  tlieir  backs, 
scab  tbeir  shanks,  make  them 
sick,  prevent  complete  moult- 
iufr,  early  layhig,  and  make 
fowl  life  miserable.  Lambert's  Deatli  to  Lice  is 
the  best  known  remedy  for  all  kinds  of  poultry 
vermin.  You  cannot  afford  not  to  use  It  at  all  sea- 
sous  of  the  year. 

SHOW  ME 

A  flock  that  receives  no  treatment  for  lice,  and 
I  willshow  you  a  lot  of  birds  that  are  not  doing 
tlieir  level  best.  Y'ou  can  see  the  effects  of  lice 
i  u  tlieir  condition.  If  they  are  not  doing  well  it 
is  their  owner's  fault.  If  lliey  are  doing  fairly 
well,  tliey  would  do  better  if  frequently  dusted 
with  Lambert's  Death  to  Lice.  These  little 
insect  pests  do  not  live  on  wind;  they  feed  on  the 
bodies  of  your  fowls;  especially  is  this  true  dur- 
ing coUI  weather  :  they  will  hide  among  the  fluffy 
feathers  around  the  thighs  and  vent. 

SHOW 
YOURSELF 

Equal  to  all  these  vicissitudes  of  tlie  hen  busi- 
ness. Keep  your  birds  well  and  strong  by 
frequent  applications  of  Lambert's.  Keep  your 
show  stock  in  tlie  pink  of  condition  by  using  plenty 
oE  Death  to  Lice  on  them.  Keep  on  winning  the 
best  prizes.  Keep  everlastingly  at  it.  and  the 
poultry  world  will  keep  you.  Keep  a  supply  of 
Death  to  Lice  constantly  on  hand.  Agents  and 
dealers  sell  it.  If  there  are  none  in  your  town  we 
will  sell  you  a  wholesale  lot  for  S3. 

"Death  to  Lice  Powder,"  for  dusting  show 
stock,  5  oz.  sample,  10c.  postpaid ;  48oz.  50c.:  JCO 
oz.  SI  by  express  from  here  or  nearest  agency. 

"  Death  to  Lice  Special."  for  dissolving  in  coal 
oil  or  kerosene  as  a  liquid  louse  paint;  •Soz. 
enough  for  ]  qt.,  10c. ;  16  oz.  enough  for  1  gallon, 
40c.  postpaid. 

"  Death  to  Lice  Ointment,"  for  head  lice  on 
children  or  chickens,  scaly  shanks  on  fowls,  etc., 
10  and  2.5c.  postpaid. 

64  page  Poultry  Book  mailed  free, 

D.  J.  LAMBERT, 
Box  800.  Apponaug,  R.  I. 


WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

PRACTICAl  STRAIN. 

The  best  utility  and  fancy  combined  strain  in  the 
world ;  200  1st  class  pullets ;  lots,  of  cockerels,  and  a 
few  yearling  cocks,  prices  low.  We  must  have  room. 
Write  quick.  H.  M.  STOWELL, 

Box  204,  Walpole,  Mass. 

B.  P.  ROOKS. 

From  200  to  300  for  sale  for  the  coming  shows  and 
for  breeders.  J.  W.  KANUALL, 

403  Salem  St.,  Maiden,  Mass. 

Make  your^^gj^p^y 

You  can't  afford'  to  feed  hens  all  wintei 
without  some  adequate  returns.  Hens 
t  will  lay  just  as  well  In  winter  as  in 

L.V;h,^Miv] —  summer  if  they  are  fed  properly. 


EVAN'S. 


Vegetable  and  Root 

CUTTERS 


rcoinetothe  relief  of  all 
poultrymen  at  this  point. 
They  cut  all  roots  and 
vegetables  into  tinepoul- 
Ltry  food.  Relished  by  all 
Ifowlsand  is  profitable  as 
"to  results.  Beats  dried  clo- 
ver,   clover    meal,  &c. 
Machines  greatly  improv- 
ed this  season.  Kemcin. 
ber.  It  will  double  the 
CBBc  thla  winter.    Write  for  catalogue  prices.  &c. 
EVANS  MFO.  CO.  Dept.  J.  231  River  St.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

ALL  BREEDS  DESCRIBED 

Al«o  points,  how  to  judge  (worth  SIO).  Hovr  pre- 
pare for  shows.  Fully  illustrated  in  Poultry  Keeper 
Illustrator  No.  4,  2.5  cents.  Send  for  free  sample  copy 
of  PoDLTKY  Keeper  with  particulars  about  other 
valuable  poultry  knowledge.  Address, 

POULTKY  KEEPER  CO., 
Box  CC,  Parkesburg,  Pa. 

CRUSHED  OYSTER  SHETXS. 

bdc  per  hund.,  L'ro.ind  tine,  30c.;  Bone,  Grit,  Scraps, 
Charcoal  Bone  f'uiters.  etc  Send  for  reduced  price 
list.  J.  11. SLACK,  M'fr  Poultry  Supplies 

Bo.\  3i9,  Bloomsbury.N.J. 
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ANSWERS  TO  QUESTIONS. 


The  object  of  this  department  is  to  help 

READERS  OF  THE  PAPER  IX  EMERGENCIES.     It  is 

a  sliort  order  burean  of  information. 

Correspondents  wlio  ask  for  informatioQ  or  advice 
in  matters  requiring  prompt  attention,  will  be 
answered  in  the  first  issue  of  the  paper  made  up  after 
their  inquiries  are  received.  If  inquirers  will  keep  in 
miud  that  the  forms  for  ax  issue  bearixg 

DATE  OF  the  1ST  DAY  OF  A  MOXTH  CLOSE  ON 
THE  20th  OF  THE  PRECEDIXG  MOXTII,  and  THE 
FORMS  FOR  AX-  ISSUE  BEARING  DATE  OF  THE  15TH 
DAY  OP  A  MOXTH  CLOSE  OX'  THE  OTH  DAY  OF  THAT 

MOXTH,  they  may  know  just  how  soon  replies  to 
questions  can  reach  them  through  the  paper. 

IX  CASES  OF  SPECIAL  URGEXCY  THOSE  WHO 
ENCLOSE  STAMP  FOR  REPLY  WILL  BE  ANSWERED 
PROMPTLY  BY  MAIL. 

Correspondents  whose  questionsdo  not  come  within 
the  scope  of  this  department  as  outlined  above, 
will  be  referred  to  the  most  recent  available  informa- 
tion inline  with  their  inquiries. 

Be  sure  TO  SIGN  YOUR  LETTER.    WRITE  YOUR 
NAME  AXD  FULL  ADDRESS  ^'ERY  PLAINLY. 

Colds  and  Roup. 

Fully  one-half  of  the  inquiries  vre  receive 
asking  advice  about  siclc  fovFls,  come  from 
persons  whose  fowls  are  aflfected  with  colds 
or  some  one  of  the  many  diseases  resulting 
from  colds,  which  are  commonly  grouped 
together  under  one  name — Roup.  To  all 
such  inquiries  we  have  one  answer:  Read  and 
study  the  article  on  "  Colds  and  Roup,''  in 
Farm-Poultry,  Jan.  1, 1899.  In  that  article 
Dr.  Woods  has  covered  theground  very  fully, 
and  we  cannot  add  anything  to  what  is  said 
there.  The  article  is  plain,  practical,  and 
complete  to  date.  We  recommend  it  not  only 
to  those  whose  fowls  are  sick  now,  but  to  all 
poultry  keepers.  It  is  one  of  the  few  articles 
which  every  poultry  keeper,  without  excep- 
tion, needs  to  have  where  he  can  refer  toit- 
at  any  time.  If  you  have  not  a  copy  of  that 
issue,  send  live  cents  for  it.  Better  have  it  on 
hand  than  take  time  to  write  to  F.-P.  when 
fowls  are  sick. 


W.  S.,  Freedom,  Pa., —  Your  method  of 
feeding  is  so  nearly  right  that  I  could  not 
point  out  anything  wrong  with  it  unless  I 
saw  the  fowls  feeding,  perhaps  not  then.  The 
puDets  would  naturally  stop  laying  shortly 
after  being  moved,  and  at  this  season  of  the 
year  might  be  some  time  in  beginning  again. 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  any  special  advan- 
tage to  you  to  join  a  Plymouth  Rock  club  at 
present —  later  it  might  be. 


F.  E.  F.,  Glenville,  O. —  I  always  hesitate 
to  advise  anyone  who  has  a  business  or 
employment  from  which  he  is  making  a  liv- 
ing, to  go  into  poultry  keeping.  I  would 
have  the  same  hesitation  about  advising  to 
make  a  change  to  any  other  occupation.  On 
general  principles  it  is  not  wise  to  change 
from  a  certainty  to  an  uncertainty;  but  still 
one  who  wants  to  better  his  condition  must 
sometimes  take  a  risk.  In  your  case  the  risk 
is  much  less  than  in  most,  for  with  a  five 
acre  place  on  which  there  is  house,  barn,  fruit, 
and  one  poultry  house,  you  need  not  be  at 
great  expense  in  making  a  start.  To  keep  the 
risk  as  low  as  possible,  would  it  not  be  a  good 
plan  for  you  to  do  what  you  can  with  the 
poultry  next  year  —  you  in  town,  and  your 
father  on  the  farm  —  and  not  dispose  of  your 
home  until  the  season  is  over  and  you  can 
balance  accounts? 


-.  If  you  owned  a  place  which 


F.  L.  M.,- 

could  at  slight  expense  be  fixed  up  for  a  poul- 
try plant,  you  might,  with  one  hundred  fowls 
and  §200  begin  a  business,  which  carefully 
managed,  would  in  a  few  years  enable  you  to 
make  a  living  from  poultiy.  You  could  not, 
however,  begin  on  a  scale  which  would  make 
the  work  occupy  all  your  time  from  the  start. 
As  you  would  have  to  buy  or  rent  the  place, 
and  probably  go  to  considerable  expense  in 
furnishing  it,  your  money  would  be  all  gone 
before  you  were  fairly  started.  Better  stick 
to  the  office  work,-  though  the  salary  is  small, 
for  a  while  longer;  or, if  you  want  to  get  out- 
doors, and  wish  to  try  the  poultry  business, 
hire  out  to  a  practical  poultryman  for  a  while. 


T.  F.,  Bennington,  Vt.  —  The  duty  on  a 
cramming  machine  is  33  per  cent.  I  under- 
stand that  Jos.  Breck  &  Sons,  of  this  city,  are 
making  arrangements  to  have  such  machines 
made  for  them  in  this  country. 


K  arm:=  poultry 
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J.  T.,  Traverse,  Mich.  —  Only  one  kind  of 
Barred  Plymouth  Rock  is  recognized  in  the 
Standard.  There  was  a  pea  combed  variety, 
(as  to  which  see  Mr  Babcock's  article  in  this 
issue),  and  some  rose  combed  barred  fowls 
have  been  called  at  one  time  Rose  Comb  Bar- 
red Rocks,  and  at  another  Barred  Wyandottes. 
Pure  bred  Barred  Plymouth  Rocks  some- 
times have  greenish  or  slaty  spots  or  shading 
on  the  legs.  This  is  a  fault  rarely  found  in 
males,  but  quite  common  in  females,  in  which 
it  is  generally  more  or  less  conspicuous  until 
they  approach  laying  maturity,  when  in  many 
specimens  it  quite  disappears. 


n.  W.  T.,  Revere,  Mass. —  From  your  de- 
scription of  the  condition  of  your  flock,  I 
judge  that  an  epidemic  of  enteritis  is  develop- 
ing in  your  yard.  This  disease  may  be  due  to 
any  one  of  a  variety  of  causes,  but  in  this 
case  it  seems  to  me  to  be  attributable  to 
hereditary  predisposition  to  bowel  complaints. 
Avoid  overfeeding,  and  do  not  give  stimulat- 
ing foods;  have  the  bouse  dry;  avoid  drafts 
in  it,  but  do  not  close  too  tightly  on  warmish 
nights.  As  a  preventive  give  sulphate  of  iron 
in  the  drinking  water  —  one  or  two  drams  of 
the  sulphate  to  each  pint  of  water. 


G.  S.M.,  ,  N.  Y.— See  article  on  feeding, 

in  this  paper.  Sour  milk  and  stale  bread 
daily,  unlimited  range,  and  cut  bone  or  meat 
twice  a  week,  is  not  likely  to  give  your  fowls 
all  they  need  to  keep  them  laying. 


J.  N.  K.,  Bucyrus,  O.— The  standard 
weight  for  a  Plymouth  Rock  cockerel  is  8 
lbs.;  for  a  pullet  6J  lbs.  Pullets  six  months 
old  ought  to  be  pretty  near  up  to  weight,  not 
more  than  a  pound  shy,  anyway;  and  a  cock- 
erel that  does  not  weigh  over  4^  to  '>  lbs.  at 
that  age  would  not  be  considered  good  in 
size.  Your  method  of  feeding  is  not  good, 
not  suitable  for  growing  chicks.  See  article 
on  feeding  in  this  paper.  The  objection  to 
operating  an  incubator  in  a  room  above 
ground  is  tliat  the  temperature  of  the  room 
being  more  variable  than  that  of  a  cellar,  it  is 
more  difficult  to  control  the  temperature  of 
the  machine.  Successful  hatches  are  made 
above  ground,  but  the  machines  require  much 
closer  watching. 


P.  K.,  Boston,  Mass. — There  are  no  regular 
poultry  schools  with  continuous  courses  in 
New  England  —  nor  elsewhere  in  the  United 
States.  A  limited  number  of-  the  students 
who  take  the  special  course  at  the  Rhode 
Island  Agricultural  College  at  Kingston,  are 
admitted  to  a  longer  course  of  training  on  the 
poultry  farm  connected  with  the  institution. 
Mr.  Cushman  takes  a  few  students  on  his 
farm  at  West  Mansfield,  Mass.  Aside  from 
these  I  know  of  no  opportunity  other  than  is 
to  be  found  by  beginning  as  laborer  on  some 
poultry  plant. 


H.  M.  T.,  Korth  Yakima,  Wash.— I  think 
that  one  cent  per  pound  is  not  an  unreason- 
able price  for  what  beef  cracklings  you  can 
feed  to  advantage,  but  you  cannot  make  the 
cracklings  take  the  place  of  meat. 


S.  E.  B.,  J^ubuque,  la. —  A  fowl  having 
scaly  legs  is  not  unfit  for  food.  It  does  not 
make  a  very  attractive  carcass,  though,  while 
the  feet  are  on. 


F.  I.  F.,  Newark,  N.  J.— Fertility  being 
equal,  there  would  be  no  difference  In  hatch- 
ing Rhode  Island  and  Wyandotte  eggs  in  an 
incubator. 


C.  A.  E.,  So.  Attleboro,  Mass. —  It  would 
not  be  possible  for  anyone  to  put  a  valuation 
on  your  cockerels  without  seeing  them. 
Better  have  some  poultryman  in  you  vicinity 
call  and  look  your  stock  over,  and  advise  you 
as  to  what  the  birds  are  worth. 


F.  F.  P.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.— Your  <lucks 
which  go  lame  and  die  are  probably  debili- 
tated by  wrong  fs-fliug,  and  possibly  rheu- 
matic from  damp  quarters.  These  are  almost 
the  only  causes  of  sickness  in  ducka. 


Mrs.  G.  P.R.,  Governor's  Run,  Md.— The 
laying  of  two  soft  shelled  eggs  within  a  few 
hours,  was  a  miscarriage.  With  a  slight  rest 
and  freedom  from  excitement  and  from  the 


POULTRY 
YARDS. 


'J 


HARTFORD,  CONN. 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns, 

S.  C.  Black  Minorcas, 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

White  Plymouth  Rocks, 

White  Wyandottes, 

Iiight  Brahmas. 

■WINNERS  at  Boston,  New  York.  Hafrorstown. 
Ilarltord,  New  Haven,  Koekville,  Suffleld,  Uaulnuy. 
l*rovideuce. 

Exhibition  and    Breeding   Stock  for 
sale  at  all  times. 

Sittings  from  prize  pens,  S3  for  15  eggs;   $5  for  30. 
Sittings  from  Etttr  RECORD  M.\KERS,  SI  lor  12 
eggs ;  So  for  UO. 

Catalogues  describing  over  200  of  my  Biiow 
birds,  on  request. 

F.  O.  GKOESBKCK,  Proprietor, 
Importer,  Breeder  and  Exhibitor. 

Stale  Agent  for  tlie  Star  Incubator  Co. 


Breeders  AND  Marketmen. 

OUK  REQUESTS:  —  TVe  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subscribers.  One  is  nheji  writing  our  Advertis- 
ing pa^ro7i5  always  mention  FARM-POULTRY. 
Another  is  lYyoii  asi  them  questions,  ahcays  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefit  you  amazingly.  It  shows  that  you  mean  busijiess. 
Remember,  Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar,'^  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 

A  BARGAIN.  Extra  clioicecoclverels.  Wliile  Leg- 
horns, Light  Brah.  C.  B.  Travis,  BriglUon,  Mass. 

C.  F.  ALLEN,  352.  Beverly,  N.  J.  Utility  Barred  P. 
Kocks.  Eggs  iu  season. 

1$IG  MAIIr  for  poullrymcn.  For  ten  cents  we 
will  insert  your  name  in  our  Poultry  Directory, 
which  w  ill  bring  you  hundreds  of  sam'plecoples  of 
poultry  papers,  poultry  supply  catalogues,  etc. 
I'oultry  \)ireetoi-y  Co.,  Uoshen,  Ind. 

KKOWN  EGGS,  meat,  vigor,  size  and  winners. 
Harre<l  I'.  Kocks  and  White  Wyandottes.  W.  1). 
Foster,  Hillside  Farm,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

BUFF  Orpingtons,  Buff.Wli.,  and  B.P.Rocks:  Bull'. 
Wh.,  and  Br.  Leg. ;  Buff.Wli.,  and  Lace  Wy.:  Butf 
and  C.  I. Games;  >[inor.,  Langs.,  P.  Ducks,  cheap 
this  month.  Cir.  L.  C.  Beaity,  Washinglou,  N .  J. 

C.  S.  CULLUM,  Meadville,Pa.,breeds  Pekin  Ducks, 
Wlilte  Cochins.  S.  S.Hamburgs,  S.  C.  White  Leg- 
horns. B.  1'.  Rocks,  and  Bronze  Turkeys.  Fowls 
for  sale,  and  eggs  in  season.  Pit  Games,  eggs  and 
fowls;  write  for  wants. 

DO  TOUNEED  DUCKS  or  drakes,  not,  common 
I'eUins.  but  big  eastern  fellows,  and  do  you  want 
them  low?  A  line  lot  of  extra  nice  S.  and  Kose  C. 
Brown  Leghorns;  Barred  and  While  Hocks.  White 
Wyandottes,  Black  Minorcas;  bargains  in  White 
Leghorns,  Belgian  Hares.  You  know  Kulp"s 
stock, second  tonone.  W.  W.  KuIp,Pottstown,Pa. 

FOR  SALE,  500  cockerels  of  White  "Wyandotte 
and  Rhode  Island  Reds,  weighing  7  to  8  lbs. 
each,  from  best  of  slock.  Satisfaction  guaranteed. 
P.  D.  White,  North  Attleboro,  Mass. 

KNIGHT  breeds  Kose  Comb  Brown  Leghorns  that 
win  at  Boston.  If  youwantgoodbreedersorshow 
birds  write  and  gel  bis  prices.  Jleniber  American 
R.  C.B.L.  Club.  Geo.  A.  Knighl,Peabody,.Mass. 

ROSE  C.  B.  Leghorns  specialty  13  years;  stock  for 
sale.  J.  L.  Randolph.  Bartle'tt,  Ohio. 

SILATER  Wyandottes,  100  cock'ls,  all  bred  from  Bos- 
ton and  Madison  Sq.  winners.  These  birds  have 
English  open  laced  blood  in  them,  and  will  breed 
chicks  that  will  molt  right  as  bens.  Satisfaction 
or  no  sale.  John  C.  Jodrey,  Box  146,  Danvers, 
Mass. 

S.  C.  W.  and  S.  C.  B.  Leg.  cock'ls  and  pullets  from 
l)iize  winning  stock,  winners  at  leading  shows. 
Prices  right.   C.  H.  Annable,  Danvers,  Mass. 

WH.  WTAND.  W.  F.  Stroud,  Merchantville,  N.  J. 

AVYANDOTTES,  Wliite,  Buff,  nice  vigorous  farm 
raised  chicks  now.    W.  E.  Mack,  Woodstock,  Vt. 

WH.  and  BuffWy's.  big  cock'ls  for  $1  to  S2; 
others  S3  to  So.  Rush  Vauglian,  Woodstock,  Vt. 


Buyers'  Directory 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENTS  only  will  be 
printed  under  (his  headhig ;  7io  advertisement  admitted 
containing  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  word  or  name  alloiced;  no  lim  it  to  length  of 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  under  as  many  headings  as  he  tcishes;  alt  space 
used  except  classified  headline^  to  be  charged  a  t  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  linefor  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  icill  be  chajiged  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  words  will  make  a  line;  all  parts 
of  lines  charged  as  one  f  till  line;  the  headlines  trill  be 
arranged  alphabetically ^  as  in  a    business  directory y 

BANTAMS. 

Kf\  PAIR  White  Cochin  Bantams.  Dr.  Fox  slr.iin, 
ftVf  at  S3  per  pair.       H.  K.  .lordan.  Ware,  Ma'^s. 

BUFF  Cochin  Banlamcocks  and  cock'ls,  .SUc.each. 
Good  color,  heavily  feathered.    Onlv  a  few  left. 
A  No.  1  stock.  L.  G.  Andriis.  Elyi  ia,  O. 

BELGIAN  HARES. 

ELGIAN   HARES,   prize    winninir  strain; 
vonng  hares  S3  per  pair.  Cumniaquid  Poultry 

-..II?/-   !.i  Ar  


B 


Farm.'  Box  117.  Cnmnnaqiiid.  M:iss. 


BONE  CUTTERS. 


B 


0>'K  CUXXiiK.  "Ideal"'  bebt  make,  good  as 
new.  Geo.  C.  Chase,  Uxbrid^^e,  Mass. 


M 


.ANN'S  bone  cutler  No.S  for  sale  at  a  bargain. 
i!Iack  Minorca  and  Wliiie  Wyandotte  coci.'Is. 
 .lames  W.  Crosby,  Bradilock.  I'a. 

BRAHMAS. 

T.  BR.AUMAS.  t  ine  large  pallets  .Mav  hatched 
i   SI  ea.  George  Howard.  Eastcin,  .Mass. 

gREEPINC  STOCK.  

7"  Kockand  s.  C.W  .  Leg.cuck'l.sjl.oU.  or  excliaii!;e 
.  for  W.  R'k  pul.  E.  -Marqiiariil..Mt.Vernc.n..N-V. 


BARKKU  P.  Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes,  bred 
for  business,  beauty  auil  protit.  Cockerels. Sl.itJ, 
S-'.  S-'.^iO.  ?3  ea.  E.  W.Harris.  No.  Acton.  .Ma.~s. 

PULLETS,  April  hutched,  W  .    W  yand's.  Barred 
Rocks,  Sl.oO.   Cockerels  (Hunter  sir.)  and  K.  I. 
Reds.  S2  to  S3.        Grace  Goulil,  Georgetown,  .Vla>s. 
\  i\  W.  WY,  and  B.  P.  Rock  hens,  SI  to  Sl.-JU  each ; 

■  Bradley  Dros;  7  cocks,  S2  to  S4  each;  cock- 
erels and  pullets.   Write  for  description. 

 J.  S.  Kicker.  Rochester.  N.  H. 

HOICE  Barred  Rock  and  Black  Langshan  cock- 
erels from  winners.  S2.  L.  Abernelliy,  Hristol.  Vt. 

CHOICE  BreediUifcock'ls,  Ll.  Brah., Butt Wyand., 
White  cock.     \\  iuuers  wherever  shown.  Write 

for  prices.  L.  .J.  Brnndage.  Starkey.  N.  Y. 

"W^HITE  Wyan.  and  K.  1.  Reds,  strong,  vigorous 
»  »     stock,  bred  for  practical  purposes  Cockerels, 
$2  and  S3  each.  C.  A.  Sanborn, 

 42  Fairmont  St..  Maiden,  ilass. 

i^t-t  EACH  yearling  hens  and  pullets,  Bl'k  Minor 
tT9X  Wh.  Wyand.,  Wh.  P.  Rocks,  Bar'd  P.  Kock- 
Wh.  Leg.         H.  Frey.  Jr.,  Box  b'n.  ISIilltown,  N.J. 

IJULLETS,  W.  P.  Kock  and  W  hite  Wyandotte. 
Thoroughbred  business  birds.    KO-lidcts. ;  liiO- 
locts.:  100-Sl  ea.     F.  B.  Tlionipscni,  Peterboro,  N.  H. 


I.  RED  and  W.  Wyand.  cockerels.  Sl-iG  to  S3. 
Mated  Toulouse  Geese  from  iirize  slock,  S.o. 

 Clarke  A  Co.,  Waipioit.  Mass. 

'OK  S.ALE,   2-3  S.  C.  Brown   Leghorn.  10  Butf 
Leghorn,  10  W.  Wyandotte.     Barred  Plvnioulh 
Rock  cockerels.  Stock  farm  raised.    Write  at  once, 

£12  .  Tbos.  Peer.  Fairfiehi.  N.J. 

■\\rYCKOFl!' strain  S.  C.WIi.  Leg.  cockerels :  al.-o 
f  T  B.  Wy.Sl.  Biirdette  Bicknell.  Weslford.  Conn. 
T  '7(\  Poultry  Farm.  Warner.  N.  H.  Standard 
t   t  \f    bred  farm  raised  While  Wvandoties.  R. 
L  Reds.  200-egg  strain  stock,  for  sale.  SI  ioS3  each. 

OCKERELS.  R.  I.  Reiis,  Bnflinton;  Buff  Leg-' 
horns.  Shepard,  Arnold;   B.P.Rocks.  Norton. 
 C.  M.  Smith.  Box  m  Si>.  Braintree.  Mass. 

COCHINS. 

Ut'F  Cochin,   Oakland  Farm.   Young  and  obi 
stock.  Miss  Virginia  G.Vaii.-Vlla,  Waverly,  N.  V. 
UFF  Cochins,  O.ukland  Farm  strain.  \  huiil'  and' 
yearling  stock.   C.  J.  L.  Ware,  So.  Keene,  N.  11. 


I 


B 


B 


COOPS. 


EXHIBITIO-N   ami  shipping  cops.    Price  list 
free.   Canfleld  Coop  Co.,  7  .Main  .st..  Bath.  N.  V. 


CUT  CLOVER. 


("CHOICE  cut  clover,  new  crop,  well  cured,  cut 
^  due,  Sl.oO  per  lUO  lbs.;  S7  per  SOO  lbs. ; also  iu  hall- 
ton  and  Ion  lots.  Circular. 

 Stevens  &  Co..  Wilson.  N.  Y. 

G1  REEN  CURED  tine  cut  clover.  Onr  Niagara 
r  Brand  is  considered  the  finest  and  greenest 
Chiver  on  the  market.  I'rice  Sl.oO  per  ICO  lbs.;  S7  per 
.iOOlbs.  Special  discount  on  large  quantities.  Sample 
and  circular  free.  ■\v.  K.  Curliss, 


Ransoniville.  N.  Y. 


EGGS. 


IINDEN  LAWN   Farming  Co..  Olliev.  Illinois, 
J  lireedersof  Wy.,  Wh.  Leg.,  Pekin  riucl<s.  Bronze 
turkeys.  Orders  booked  for  eggs  frtim  choici,-  matlrrgs. 


FEATHERS. 


RANTED,  Hen  feathers.   Extra  priceforwhite 
and  gray.    Nashua  l'illi>w  Co.,  Nashua,  N.  11, 


GAMES. 


1XTRA  tine  cocks  au^l  slags,  bieil  for  lighiing 
t  qualities  only.  l'"rank  Tierney.  .M iddletown,  N,Y. 
UT  GAME  fowls,  and  Pit  Bull  'Jerrier  d.  gs. 
 John  P.  Colby,  Newburyport.  Mass. 


GEESE. 
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tliorouglibred  .Maiiiiiiotli  Toulouse  Geese.  ^5, 
liertrio.  F.T.  Baker.  Ransoniville,  'i'. 


t/^ik  FINEST  YOUNG  AFRICAN  OEEsfc, 
1  \  /\  7  S5  each;  few  old  breeders,  fair  quality; 
als'i  Embden  and  Toulouse,  youngaud  old  same  price; 
exhibition  trios,  S'i.i.  Won  first  and  second  on  all 
three  varieties  at  last  Boston  show,  and  first  and 
second  on  all  three  at  the  last  Brockton  fair, and  K.  1. 
State  fair,  in  strong  competition. 
 Samuel  Cu-liman.  250,  West  IMansfield,  Mass. 

AFRICAN  Geese,  early  layers,  reasonable  prices. 
Novv  is  the  time  to  locate  them  for  business. 
 P.  H.  Wilhour.  Little  Conipt        R.  L 

ALL  KINDS  Turkeys  and  Ducks.    Write  for 
prices,  etc.   Tasimniit  Farm,  ^\  altham.  .Mass. 


HAM  BURGS. 


BLACK  Hamburgs,  May  and  June  chicks,  prize 
and  heavy  lavin.i^  stock,  S3.  Slpair.  Fine  cock'ls 
SI. -50  S2.  S2.o0  apiece.  H.  M.  Howes,  Winchester,  -M  iss. 


HOUDANS. 


BKLGIAN  HARES  — 10  prizes  ai  Boston,  ItilW. 
Buy  vouugfrom  winners  at  $3  a  pr.  ■  3-4  nios.  $4 
pr.  up.    Rowland  &  Wliitney,  Cambriiliti'piirl,  Mitss. 


LIMITED  number  choice  pullets  and  cock'ls, 
from  tirst  prize  birds.    Prices  S3  to  SIO.  Fine 
\  i-arliiigcock.  So.  Josiali  S.  Bonney.  WakefleM.  .Mass. 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

rpHE    PERFECTED    INCUBATOR,  ca^b. 

JL  installments,  or  reuled.  The  Perfectetl  Regula- 
tor fits  any  incubator;  4c.  in  stamps  for  circular. 

 H.  1).  Moiilton,  Taunton.  .Mass. 

/♦^\/A-E<JGinciibators;3  Mouai-chs,  lITvmoulhiu 
OvfVf   perfe.-t  order.  S30  each;  or  SlOO  for  llie  4. 

Newbury  Bros..  M'aterford,  Conn. 

INCCBATOR.S  for  sate.  'Ten  new  Piffirle  Sla  ■- 
special  <luck  m.ii'liiiies,  ngCd  one  liatch  only,  ver\ 
cheap  tor  the  lot  or  siu«le  ma  chine,  or  trade  for 
St  III  inary  engine  and  bojipr.  Sent  for  examination 
l£  desired.  Twelvemonths  time  given. 

 Fail-acres  Farm.  .Toilet.  III. 

.>  FEKP-O'-D.AY  out  door  brooders  for  -ale. 
^  used  one  year;  first  cla^^s  rnniiim;  order.  W  rile 

at  once.  C.F.  Davis.  Warner.  N.  II. 

K/~k-EGG  Des  Moines  incubator.  i  \\  li.  f Dchin 
* 9\f  hens  and  onecock.  I  p;iir  Wh.  Pekin  Ducks. 
For  sale  or  exchani.'e  for  IToniinE:  Plsreons. 

Mrs  D.  Witt,  403  West  27' h  St..  New  York  Ciiv 

ONK  300-EGG   and  1  t»in  CL'sf   Rankin  Monarch 
incubator.  I*rice.  S*25  and  $40  ;  or  «-onld  exchange 
for  poultrv  or  aiiv  other  servlceahU'  thing. 

Guorgu  Luck,  So.  Attleboro,  Mass. 
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attcnlioiis  of  Ihe  mule  bird  the  hen  should 
soon  I.e  all  right  ag;iiii.  As  to  time  of  feeding 
mash,  see  "  Winter  Woi  k  With  Layers,"  in 
this  issue.  Your  house  contains  1G6  square 
feet  of  floor  space,  which  is  hardly  enough 
for  fifty  hens,  even  when  they  have  a  good 
outlet  during  the  day.  AVhether  market  eggs 
or  turljeys  would  be  most  profitable,  would 
depend  entirely  on  circumstances  which  I 
cannot  state  at  length  here.  Turkeys  are 
kept  for  breeding  purposes  until  eight  or  ten 
years  old. 


W.  H,  S.,  Fitchburg,  Mass.— Coal  ashes 
used  as  a  dust  balh  will  have  a  tendency  to 
bleach  the  legs  of  the  White  Wyanduttes,  and 
unless  they  have  good  grass  run  will  bleach 
the  legs  badly. 


E.  R.  B.,  Englewood,  N.  J.— As  to  white  at 
base  of  tail  in  Brown  Leghorns,  the  Standard 
reads:  "  White  in  any  part  of  the  plumage 
except  in  undercolor  of  hackle  and  saddle  of 
males;  and  in  cocks  to  the  extent  of  one  inch 
at  the  base  of  sickles,  and  one-half  of  an  inch 
at  the  base  of  the  primaries,  (white  showing 
in  the  above  excepted  sections  to  be  cut  one 
and  one-half  points)." 


H.  A.  B.,  Springfield,  Mass.—  Dift'erent 
breeds  of  poultry  are  not  mated  to  produce 
such  breeds  as  Brown  and  White  Leghorns, 
or  for  that  matter,  any  vaiiety  sufficiently 
established  to  be  recognized  as  such.  If  you 
want  a  book  to  tell  you  how  to  mate  standard 
varieties,  see  advertising  columns  of  this 
paper. 


B.  S.  D.,  Sherborn,  Mass.— As  to  scaly  leg, 
see  reply  to  II.  F.  de  B.  C,  Detroit,  Mich., 
Nov.  1st.  An  ounce  of  cut  bone  three  times 
a  week  is  enough  for  the  average  fowl.  Feed 
sunflower  seeds,  a  little,  occasionally. 


A.  L.,  Reeman,  3Iich.— If  there  is  any  dif- 
ference in  the  breeding  value  of  a  well 
developed  cockerel  and  a  two  year  old  cock, 
it  is  generally  in  favor  of  the  latter,  unless  he 
was  abused  as  a  cockerel.  "In  buying  birds 
you  have  to  consider  the  length  of  time  the 
bird  will  be  serviceable  to  you,  and  unless 
you  are  getting  much  better  quality  for  your 
money  in  an  old  bird,  the  younger  one  is  the 
better  bargain.  One  male  is  hardly  enough 
for  sixteen  P.  Rock  hens.  If  they  have  good 
range,  and  are  all  in  fine  vigor  and  condition, 
you  mignt  get  very  good  results,  but  it  would 
be  safer  to  divide  the  flock,  and  use  two 
males. 


Mrs.  G.  T.  v.,  Memphis,  Tenn.—  If  by 
"  wet  malt"  you  mean  wet  brewers'  grains,  I 
would  say  that  it  is  not  a  very  safe  article  to 
use  in  feeding.  Dry  brewers'  grains  would 
be  better.  Malt  sprouts  are  good  to  use  for  a 
part  of  the  ration,  but  as  they  are  very  rich 
in  protein,  should  not  be  fed  too  freely. 
Cotton  seed  bulls,  containing  44  per  cent 
fibre,  are  of  no  value  whatever  as  poultry 
food.  Cotton  seed  meal  has  about  the  same 
properties  as  linseed  meal. 

NEWS  NOTES. 


Short  Items  About  People  and 
Affairs  in  the  Poultry  World. 

New  Books, —  Important  Catalogues, 
—  Late  Show  and  Club  News. 

The  fir>t  annual  show  of  the  Milwaukee 
Feathered  Stock  Association  will  be  held  at 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Dec.  20—26.  Mr.  Sharp 
Butterfield  will  judge  the  poultry,  and  Mr. 
Geo.  Evvald  the  pigeons.  All  fanciers  are 
cordially  invited  to  show  at  Milwaukee,  and 
assured  of  a  good  time  and  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  premiums.  For  further  information 
address  the  secretary,  J.  II.  Pagel,  Box  57, 
Sta.  D. 


The  Portland  Poultry  Club  has  engaged 
Mr.  A.  B.  Shaner,  of  Lanark,  111.,  to  judge 
the  show  to  be  held  at  Portland,  Mich.,  Dec. 
2(5-29.    C.  B.  Lott  is  the  club  secretarv. 


The  following  named  gentlemen  will  place 
the  awards  at  the  Boston  show  next  January  : 
Philander  Williams,  W.  E.  Mack,  J.  I.  Coth- 


ran,  C.  A.  Wheeler,  T.  F.  JlcGrew,  II.  S. 
U.ill,  Sharp  ButterfieUI,  Jas.  Forsyth,  11.11. 
Bumford,  J.  II.  Drevenstedt-,  C.  F.  Newell, 
Geo.  IL  BurgoU,  Tbos.  F.  Rigg,  Geo.  V. 
Fletcher,  A.  C.  Hawkins,  H.  B.  May;  and 
Geo.  H.  Pollard  (dressed  poultry  and  eggs). 
It  would  be  hard  to  make  a  list  of  the  same 
number  of  names  which  would  represent  as 
much  ability. 


LANCSHANS. 


TURKEYS. 


T.  F.  McGrew  will  judge  the  Bari  ed  Rocks 
at  Boston. 


"Poultry  Pointers,"  is  the  title  of  a  new 
hand  book  and  catalogue  just  issued  liy  the 
Racine  Hatcher  Co.,  of  Racine,.  Wis.,  suc- 
cessor to  the  Saumenig  Hatcher  Co.,  of 
Springfield,  O.,  the  entire  business  of  which 
has  been  moved  to  the  new  location.  Mr. 
Frank  Saumenig,  the  former  proprietor,  and 
inventor  of  the  original  Buckeye  incubator 
and  Invincible  brooder,  remains  with  the  new 
company  as  superintendent. 


The  Cyphers  Company's  new  poultry  man- 
ual and  catalogue  for  1900,  entitled,  ''  How  to 
Make  Money  with  Poultry  and  Incubators," 
is  now  ready  for  mailing.  It  is  a  large  and 
handsome  pamphlet,  profusely  illustrated, 
showing  and  describing  many  of  the  largest 
poultry  plants  in  the  country.  It  contains 
over  twenty  copyrighted  articles,  prepared 
expressly  for  it  by  leading  poultry  author- 
ities, covering  the  whole  subject  of  poultry 
for  profit.  A  charge  of  fifteen  cents  is  made 
for  the  pamphlet. 


An  interesting  and  valuable  feature  of  the 
new  catalogue  for  1900,  just  issued  by  the 
Columbia  (formerly  the  Von  Culin)  Incubator 
Co.,  of  Delaware  City,  Del.,  is  the  itemized 
estimates  of  cost  of  buildings  and  furnishings 
for  plants  representing  investments  of  various 
amounts,  and  of  running  expenses  of  each 
for  one  year.  There  is  also  added  to  each  an 
estimate  of  the  possible  product  of  and  profit 
from  the  plant,  which,  though  interesting  in 
a  way,  is  to  be  taken  advisedly  as  what  is 
possil>le, —  not  what  is  probable  under  aver- 
age conditions." 


Some  interesting  poultry  contests  are  "  on 
deck"  for  1900.  The  Neio  England  Home- 
stead announces  a  "Money  in  Poultry  Con- 
test," the  numerous  prizes  in  which  will 
amount  to  possibly  $5,000;  and  the  Bowker 
Co.  announce  a  f25  prize  for  the  best  egg 
record  under  conditions  so  easy  that  for  some 
one  it  is  going -to  be  just  like  finding  the 
monev. 


The  employees  of  Joseph  Breck  &  Sons,  and 
their  friends  to  the  number  of  several  hun- 
dred, gathered  at  Berkeley  Hall,  Boston,  on 
the  evening  of  Nov.  17th,  for  their  fifth 
annual  reunion.  A  fine  programme  rendered 
principally  by  home  talent,  occupied  the  early 
part  of  the  evening.  This  was  followed  by 
refreshments,  and  dancing  for  those  who 
wished  to  participate  in  it.  During  the  even- 
ing the  address  of  the  president  of  the  cor- 
poration, who  to  the  regret  of  all  was  advised 
by  his  physician  not  to  attend  the  gathering, 
was  read  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Parker  of  the  reception 
committee ;  in  it  the  formation  of  a  permanent 
organization  of  theemployees  of  the  company 
along  benevolent  and  beneficial  lines,  was 
advised,  and  it  was  pledged  on  behalf  of  the 
directors  of  the  company  that  whenever  the 
employees  would  present  a  plan  for  such 
organization  which  met  their  approval  the 
corporation  would  give  |200  to  start  the  asso- 
ciation in  business,  and  would  also  bear  all 
the  expense  of  incorporating  the  association. 
The  Joseph  Breck  &  Sons  firm  is  the  oldest 
seed  bouse  in  Boston.  Some  ten  or  twelve 
years  ago  they  began  to  handle  poultry  sup- 
plies as  a  side  issue.  Their  business  in  this 
line  is  today  the  largest  in  New  England. 


The  sixth  annual  show  of  the  Manchester 
Poultry  Association  will  be  held  in  the  City 
Hall,  at  Manchester,  N.  II.,  Jan.  2—5.  1900. 
C.  A.  Ballou  and  J.  F.  Watson  will  judge  the 
poultry,  and  C.  S.  Flanders  will  judge  the 
Bantams  and  pet  stock.  W.  B.  Sanford,  the 
secretary,  writes  us  tliat  they  expect  to  have 
the  show  this  year  even  much  better  than 
usual,  and  intend  to  have  a  very  attractive 
displiiy  of  rabbits  and  other  pet  stock. 


L.ACK  Lau^&haiis,  pi-i/e  \v  iiiui-rs.  C<tckt:ruls  $2, 
55;He;icli.         11.  .M.  TlKumsun,  Amherst,  Muss. 


prize  wiuners,  15  lihick  Luiigsliaii  cock'ls, 
$2ea.  Mrs.  8.  IC.Iifown.  No.  Abin^um,  Muss. 

 LEGHORNS.  

Sc.  U.  LcTlH)rns  oxcUi;sivel\',  1  have  liuc  bii'ds, 
•    uuti  will  liiiuraiitce  salislacliod.  Cume  autl  .sec 
nie.      Clai'k  Heliaiii.  <.>aklan[|,  Anii.slroii;;  (_  '..  I'a. 

  MINORCAS.  

C'^  KO.  H..  JJOKXtlUl".S  lil'k  .Miuorcas  are  best, 
JT    lliureforu  clieapusL.    yciid  for  caialo^iu'. 

iiox  7G,  Itaeeville,  X.  Y. 

ITlGG.S  f^uarauteetl  Lo  liaLcli,  regarttlebs  ol  tlislanee, 
U    Irum  Itose  ami  Siii;<lc'  C'oiulj  Black -Miiioi-caslliat 
have  a  ivoi  khvkle-  repuialioii  as  "bes>t  for  show  and 
III  ill Lv."  A  few  ;;ood  breeders  cheap.  I.ar^ie  calalo;;iie. 
Iiox  jfi.iieo.  H.Xorthiip,  Kaeeville.  \Vash.(:o..N.V. 

MINORCAS,  exclu;  few  choice  cock'ls  reasona- 
_    ble.  It.  Story.  187  Arliiijjto'ii  Av..  Brooklyn.  .N'.Y. 

PATENTS. 


M 


ONIiJV      ))utL'iii  ^;(M)(1  ideas  may  he  seeured  liy 
»ur  :iid.   Tlie  I'atenl  Kc-cord.  H;illim<»re.  Md. 


 PLYIVIOUTH  ROCKS.  

~|>.-\.ltltJiJt),  \\  bile  and  Bult  V.  liueKs.  siirewiu- 

JL^    iier.s.  H.  A.  Nourse,  Box  'JOti,  Barre,  Mass. 

YKAKS  breediufj  Barred  i'lyinoulh  Kocks. 
Slock  tor  sale.     W.  H.  Hivers,  \\  are.  .Mass. 
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CIOCKKKKLS.    W.  1".  liock,  2/)  exira  line,  reareit 
'  with  hens,  free  range'200-eggstraiu.    Money  back 
if  not  pleased.  Price  S'J  each.      F.  H.  Thompson, 
  Pelcrboro.  N.  H. 

WHlTiS  I'lyni.  Itock  cockls  SI  lo  S'2  ea.  fullels 
SI  to  $1^50  ea;  alt  from  early  niauiring,  great 
laying  brown  egg  stock,  also  one  yearling  cock,  line 
bird,  cheap.  Geo.  S.  Smith,  Pike  Station,  N .  H. 

AKKEI)  100  Thompson's  Kinglets,  Hawkins"' 
Koyal  Bine,  Bradley's  N.  Y .  (.'liampion,  choice 
breeding  cockerels  and  females,  S2  up;  mated  pens, 
S7  up.  Ijiverbauk  Ponltry  Yds.,  CalskillStation.  N.Y'. 

PK.A  COMB    Buir    Plymonlh    Kock  cockerels 
75  cts.  each.  Brush  &  Son,  INIilton,  Vt. 


H.ITJK  P.  K.  pullets  S1.25  ;  cockerels  S-'.  l"'resh 
cut  green  bone  in  25,  50,  100  lb.  lots,  2 cts. 

N.  E.  Whiting,  Norwich,  Conn. 


w 

''■^KASK'S  Plymouth  Kock  Farm  has  for  sale  511 
J.    Barred  P.  Kock  cockerels,  60  White,  50  Buff, 

from  $1.50  to  S5.   I  can  please  yon. 
 E.  F.  Trask,  Beverly,  Mass. 

I SHALL  not  show  this  winter;  you  can  forme; 
125  Bull'  P.  Rock  pullets  and  cockerels,  for  sale. 
 Frank  Woodbury,  2d, Beverly.  Mass. 

C HOICK  In  ei  ding  sjock,  \Vh.  P.  Kock  cock'ls  and 
pnllets,  April  and  May  hatched  ;  large  brown  egg 
sir..  $5  trio  and  up.      S.  A.  Bates,  Westboro,  Mass. 

COCKl£KEL.S,  Barred,  a  few  culled  li  omahuu- 
red,  %■>  to  $5.     W.O.  Crocker,  Foxboro.  Mass. 

 POULTRY  FARMS.  

LAKGE  increasing  poultry  business  renders  it 
necessary  for  me  to  sell  one  of  my  farms.  Wilt 
sell  65,  85,  100,  125  or  310  acres  as  desired.  E.xcelleut 
buildings,  never  failing  spring  \vat«r  running  at  botli 
house  and  barn ;  abundance  of  frnit,  plenty  of  wood, 
and  one  of  the  best  ef|uipped  sugar  orchards  in  Ver- 
mont. Laud  very  productive,  and  in  high  state  of 
cultivation.  A  rare  chance  for  the  right  party.  Terms 
eas5\  \f.  E.  .Mack,  Woodstock,  'Vt. 

FOB  SALE,  18  acre  farm  in  Dutchess  Co.,— large 
dwelling,  barn,  two  laying  houses,  etc.  Well 
adapted  for  poultry  and  ducks.  Large  pond  of  water; 
three  iiiinntes  walk  from  station  on  two  railroads. 
Price  very  low.  Write.  Ambler  Bros., 
 Ponghkeepsie,  N. 

POULTKY  Farm,  South  Peabodv.  18  acres,  house 
for  1000  hens,  brooder  house  for  2000  chicks  ;  barn 
60  xSO,  clapboarded  and  pain  ted:  price  S2500,  buildings 
alone  cost  S4O0O;  easy  terms.  "  Challenge  "  Poultry 
Farm,  S.Peabody,  Mass.;  or  C.  E.  Jennings,  55  Ames 
Bldg.,  Boston.  

OK  KENT,  poultry  farm  completely  equipped. 
Sixty  acres  near  New  York  City.  Address 
Calvin  D.  'Yan  Name, 
71  Broadway,  New  York.  N.  Y , 

POULTRY  PRINTING. 

IUST  CLAS.S  PKINTING.   Stamp  for  sam- 
ples. Haskell  Press,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

POULTRY  SPECIALTIES. 

LEG  Ji.ANOS.  You  can  tell  at  a  glance  the 
nniuber  of  your  fowl  without  catcliiug'it.  by 
using  the  distingiiishable  leg  bands,  25cts.  per  set  of 
16  bands.  Kegular  price  after  Jan.  Ist,  40cts.  i)er  set. 
Manufactured  by  J.  O.  Manwaring, 
 Box  4.58,  Niantic  Conn. 

I EG    HANDS.     The  best.    Send  6cts.  lor  6  o£ 
^   tlieni.  Geo.C.  Chase,  TJxbridge,  Mass. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

aKASS  seed,  cattle  and  ])uidt.ry  supplies,  Cauada 
peas,  millet,  broken  rice,  rice  meal,  beef  scraps, 
grouud  bone,>xrit.  wlieal.  barley,  hempseed,  etc. 

(1.  If  .  Reeve,  119  \Vesr.  yr...  New  York. 
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RHODE  ISLAND  REDS. 

I.  KEOS  exelu.  Eggs  and  slock  in  season. 
E.  A.  Hall.  UP  High  St..  No.  Allleboro,  Mass. 


C.  Khode  Island  Red  cockerels  $1  and  S2  eacli, 
 F.  W.Calvin.  Wasliingtonville,  O. 


MINE  WON  ElKST  on  pair  and  special  for 
four  best  pairs  in  strong  competition,  100  Rhode 
Island  Reds  exhibited  at  last  Brockton  fair;  and  first 
on  Rose  Comb  cock;  first  on  Rose  Comb  cockerel; 
first  and  second  on  Rose  Comb  hen  :  and  second  on 
Single  Comb  pullet,  at  last  R.  I.  Stale  fair.  Also  all 
first  premiums,  and  all  second  premiums  but  one  at 
last  Boston  show.  Hundreds  of  cockerels  for  sale; 
singly  $3  each.  Several  for  crossing,  $2 each;  also 
exhibition  and  choice  breeding  liii'ds  at  price  accord- 
ing to  quality.  Inspect  them  at  tlie  farm.  West  Mans- 
field, Mass.,  or  write  for  what  you  want. 

 Samuel  Cushman.  Pawtueket,  R.  T. 

-t(\f\  YEAKLINGS  at  Sl.,50:  ,',u  pullets,  best 
A""  breeders,  S2.50  e.ich ,  i  f  orilertd  immediately  ; 
evpi'v  pullet  layins.  Cockerels  for  cioss  breeding 
SI. 75.  W.  J.  Swift,  Jr.,  Waqiioil.  Mass. 

RI.  KEDS  for  priiclical  purposes  surpass  all. 
•    Y'eailiiigs.   pnllets   and  cockerels.  Eggs  in 
season.  P.  TI . 'W'ilbonr.  Lit  lie  Compton.  K.  I. 


SHERWOODS. 


SHEKW001>,  H.  P.  R.,B'trCoch.,  V.  I.  G.  cock'ls 
atSl  to  S2.    A.  V.  Howell.  Hemlock  Grove,  Ohio. 

FATTEN  Poultry  in  five  days.   If  you  market 
fowls  this  is  worth  a  thousand  times  its  cost. 
The  secret  for  25c.  H.  Atwater. 

88  Franklin  Ave.,  Passaic,  N.  J. 


SPANISH; 


■g  ^  ^  k4  I '1  LI  K14E  V  .'5  lor  holiday  uade,  tor  sale; 
JL»)vFvf   also  a  limited  number  oilier  fowl,  etc. 
Aildress  C  .  Adell  Kayiier  A  Co., Lockport,  N.Y. 


WANTED. 


w 


Ax>XEl>  —  Large  bone  cutler. 

 Lyou,  Higligate,  Vt. 

'"\TI7ANTE1)  good  second  hand  tliree  hundred  egg 
tT     incubators.  Box  aii7,  Belvidere,  N.J. 

SITUATION  wauled  by  a  young  man  on  a 
>^    practical  poultry  farm,  to  leai  n  the  b'usiuess. 

 S,,  care  of  Farm-t^oullry. 

WHITE  WONDERS. 

^TOCK,  old  and  young,  at  half  price  for  next  60 
*^   days,  to  make  room.  Stamp. 
 L.  A.  'I'hompson,  Winnegance,  Me. 

WYANDOTTES. 

WHITE  Wyaii.  exeiu.      i  loiilic  lajers,  farm 
raised.  Eggs  S2  iier  Li;  S5  per  oil.  lncu.eggb$6 
per  too.   C.  E.  White,  Fo.x  Chase,  Pliiladelpliia,  1  a. 

C10CK5>aud  liens,  cock'ls  and  pul.  early  larm  laised, 
J   well  marked  from  noted    strains,  heavy  laying 
\Vyaudottes.  Sil.,Gol.,  Butland  \\h.,  Sltoia. 

 J.  Y.  I'attoii,  Bo.x  128,  New  Castle,  Pa. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES  that  are  white. 
l>eaiity  and  utility  cttiubined.  A\  e  won  Gth  ou 
cock  at  Boston,  'II'.'.  Stock  lor  sale,  iiiimmaquid 
Poultry  l''ariii,  Bo.x  117,  <  iiltinia(|iiid,  jM;iss. 

WHITE  VV'yaudotles     exclusively,  brown  egg 
strain.  Stock  for  sale.   At  the  \\  oodslocK,'Vl., 
show,  Feb., '99,  i  won  1st  on  brown  eggs. 
 Victor  1).  Eraser,  S\  oodstock,  Vt. 

WOOD'S  WHITE  W  VAN  liOTlES,  cock'ls 
from  early  prolific  laying  si(,ck,  pi  ices  S2  and 
upwards.  S.  H.  W  ood,  Si .  A  Ibans,  V  t. 

NICE,  strong,  vigorous  V\  bite  V\jando'.le 
cockerels  very  reasonable.  '  A\  rile  desciib- 
Ihg  your  wants.    1).  Lincoln  Orr,   Orr's  Mills. N.Y. 

G1  OLDEN   VVyandottes.     Strong,  vigorous  ijrize 
W   winuiug  young  stock  for  sale.  Write. 
 L.  H.  Uavis,  I'oi  t  Jeflerson,  N.  Y. 

SILVElt  WYANDOTTES-    cockerels,  pullets, 
and  hens  for  sale.    Prices  in  aeci  ro  to  quality. 

K.  G.  Williams.  Bane,  Mass. 
HITE  Wyaud.  exclu  ;  choice  breeding  cock'ls 
that  are  large  blocky  shape  good  coHibs,  bay 
eyes,  etc..  bred  from  great  layers,  S2  each.  Incuba- 
tor  eggs  S5  per  100.  B.Billings.  Obei  liii,  Ohio. 

ILVEKS.    ifi.xcelleut  stock,  line  cock'ls  Sl..:.Oto 
S5eacb.      Geo.  A.  Whitney.  Ailiol  Ctr.,  Mass. 
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\0  YOU  want  standard  and  ulilily  combined? 
'  Grandbirds  in  W.  Wyan.,  K.  C.  M  .  and  Brown, 
and  S.  C.  W^  Leg.  cockerels,  AVyekofl'  direct,  at  way 
down  prices.   Write.    W.  V.  Eansoni,  Himrod,  N.  Y  . 

CHOICE  White  Wyandotte  cock'ls,  SI,  S2and$3 
each.   Beauty  and  utility  strain.    Farm  raised 
stock  that  wilt  give  satisfaction. 
 F.W.Calvin,  Washlnglonville,  O. 


s 


ILVEK,  White  and  Bnff  Wyan.,  sure  winners. 
 H.  A.  Nourse.  Box  906,  Barre.Mass. 

A  KE  YOU  looking  for  While  \\  yaudoile  cock'ls 
J\.  from  best  stock  money  could  buy?  V\  rite  or 
call.  Echo  Farm  Co.,  Hollision.  Mass. 

(11^1.50  each  for  10  good  large  \\  li.  M  yand.  cock'ls 
April  and  May  hatch,   standard  birds.  Belter 
ones  S2  to  S3;  fine   trios,    S5.    Brown   egg  strain 
large  healthy  birds.    Edith  Rowley,  Stockton.  N .  Y'. 

FOK  SALE,  one  year  While  Wyandotte  cock, 
9  lbs.  and  a  few  cockerels;  or  would  exchange 
forpullets.      Charles  Sniiili.  Globe  Village,  Mass. 
H.  WYANDOTTE  cockerels,  Hawkins  and 
Hunter  strain.     R.  I.  Olver.  Tyler  Hill.  Pa. 
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THITE  Wvandottes,  Lt.  Bralimas.  MalesSl  up. 
Write.    G.  A.  Ed.  Reynolds,  Marlboro,  Mass, 


B 


UEF  Wvandottes,  breedingand  exhibition  birds. 
Dr.  N.  W.  Sanborn,  Wellesley  Hills,  Mass. 


A  FEW  CHOICE  BRED  COCKERELS 

S5  each,  sent  on  approval, 

F.  H.  FULLER,  Hlngdale,  N.H. 

INCUBATORS  AND  BROODERS. 

All  about  them.  How  to  make  and  how  to  use  suc- 
cessfully. Fully  illustrated  in  Poultry  Keeper  Illus- 
trator No.  2.  25  cents.  Send  for  free  sample  copy  of 
Poultry  Keei'eh  witli  particulars  about  other  val- 
uable poultry  knowledge.  Address, 

POULTRY  KEEPER  CO., 
Box  CC,  Parkesburg,  Pa. 


Great  Hatches. 


The  Monitor  Incubator 

Is  thoroughly,  successful, 
self-regulating,  .easily  op- 
erated by  unskilled  persofis. 
80-egg  0.  H.  Incubators, 
and  separate  B.rooder,  both 
812.  Catalogue  5  cts.  Cir- 
culars free. 

THE  MONITOR  CO.,  Box  2,  Moodiis,  Conn. 

Poultry  Supplies 

New  (A  page  Catalogue  for  sliim)>.  Grand  Spe- 
cial Offer  for  rest  of  1899.   Write  at  once. 

DREXEL  SUPPLY  CO.,  Drexel,  111. 


#  POULTRY  5IIPP 


EfiLEAR-r 


w 


F.  K.  SPANISH,  exelusivelv.  Jol)n  Beivno-tt, 
•   Siunmun,  Hipley  Co.,  lud.   Mentiou  F.-P, 


We  can  y  in  stockeverythiBg-wMcti  goeS 
to  improve  the  condition,  of  tJie 
poultry  yard  and  make  poul- 
try more  pz-ofitable. 
All  kinds  of  prepared  foods,  grtt, 
insecticides,  &c. 
A  complete  lino  of  appliances,  bone  j 
cutters,  incubators,  clover  cut- 
ters, drinking;  fountains,  Szc, 

Cut  Clover'  ##ay« 

Best  second  crop  clover,  ready  to  feed,  I 

SI  .75  per  1 00  lb.  Saok. 

Write  for  what  you  want— we  have  it. 
^  rreeillustrated  catalogue  upon  request, 
HARVEY  SEED  CO., 
19  EUicott  Street,  BUFFALO,  N.  V  | 
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December  1 


Japan  imports  nearly  all  the  e^S's  she  uses 
from  China. 


Francis  S.  Miukl,  anil  Elias  Herrick,  of 
Chicago,  assignors  to  the  Live  Poultry  Trans- 
portation Co.,  of  same  place,  have  been  granted 
a  patent  on  a  poultry  car. 


The  seventh  annual  exhibition  of  the  Ver- 
milion Co.  Poultry  Association  will  be  held 
in  Danville,  111.,  Dec.  26—30,  1899.  B.  X. 
Pierce,  juilge.   A.  L.  Rice,  secretary. 


It  is  reported  that  another  new  poultry 
journal,  devoted  exclusively  to  the  fancy,  is 
to  appear  before  Jan.  1,  with  M.  Davenport, 
formerly  of  thexl))!e''iV"a«  Fancier,  as  editor. 


The  Milford,  N.  H.,  show  will  be  held  Jan. 
9—11,  1900.  The  secretary,  E.  B.  Burns, 
informs  us  that  Messrs.  May,  Ball,  Ballou, 
Flanders,  Atherton,  Kuapp,  Watson,  and 
Nourse  have  been  engaged  as  judges,  and  that 
everything  points  to  a  great  show. 

The  Elgin  Poultry  Association  offers  $325 
in.cash  and  special  prizes  at  Its  first  annual 
show,  to  be  held  at  Elgin,  111.,  Dec.  25—28, 
'1899.    Premium  list  now  ready;  address, 
Chas.  P.  Russell,  sec'y,  Elgin,  III. 


P.  S.  Lott  &  Son,  of  Flint,  Mich.,  have  pur- 
chased the  Buff  Cochin  stock  of  Rev.  E.  "W. 
Rankin,  of  Maintowoc,  Wis.  These  gentle- 
men nave  also  purchased  a  poultry  farm  at 
Flint,  and  intend  to  engage  quite  extensively 
in  the  production  of  both  fancy  and  market 
fowls. 


A  month  ago  our  readers  were  informed  of 
the  establishment  of  a  JSTew  England  office  of 
the  Cyphers  Incubator  Co.,  at  No.  Si  Mer- 
chants Row,  Boston,  with  Mr.  Geo.  H.  Pol- 
lard in  charge.  Now  we  have  additional 
evidence  of  the  push  and  enterprise  of  this 
company  In  the  establishment  of  a  west- 
ern headquarters  at  323—325  Dearborn  St., 
Chicago,  111.,  with  Mr.  Theo.  Hewes  in  charge. 
After  fulfilling  his  judging  contracts  for  this 
season,  Mr.  Hewes  will  devote  his  time  and 
talent  solely  to  the  incubator  business.  In 
the  meantime  Mr.  Frank  G.  Patchen  is  in 
charge  of  the  Chicago  office.  The  establish- 
ment of  branch  office  is  a  distinct  advantage 
to  buyers  for  convenience  in  doing  business, 
and  also  a  saving  in  cost  to  those  who  pur- 
chase articles,  as  the  Cyphers  Co.  pays  freight 
to  the  branch  housess. 


Some  stiff  prices  were  paid  for  birds  at  the 
London  Palace  show.  The  2d  Golden  "Wyan- 
dotte cock  changed  hands  at  £39  (§195) ;  3d 
Orpington  hen  brought  £30  (§150) ;  Indian 
Game  cockerel,  £15  15s. ;  1st  Andalusian  cock- 
erel, £15 ;  a  cup  Barred  Rock  pullet,  the  same ; 
and  an  unnoticed  Cuckoo  Bantam  hen,  £10 
10s.  In  prices,  however,  the  poultry  were  net 
in  the  class  with  the  pigeons;  two  Carrier 
cocks  brought  £50  each. 


Farm -Poultry   Specials  at  the 

Boston  Show. 

Each  year  the  dressed  poultry  and  egg 
department  at  the  Boston  show  has  increased 
in  quality  and  interest,  and  this  year  it  prom- 
ises to  be  better  than  ever.  As  usual;  Farm- 
Poultry  offers  a  good  list  of  specials  for 
exhibits  in  this  department.  Thirty  prizes, 
in  all  §100,  are  offered.  Theprize  money  being 
distributed  as  follows : 
§5  for  best  pair  of  old  Turkeys,  dressed. 
§3  for  best  young  hen  or  torn  Turkey. 
§2  for  best  twelve  Turkey  Eggs,  any  named 
variety. 

§5  for  best  pair  of  Geese,  dressed. 
S3  for  best  young  Goose  or  Gander,  dressed. 
§2  for  best  twelve  Goose  Eggs,  any  named 
variety. 

§5  for  best  pair  of  Ducks,  dressed,  old  or 
young. 

§3  for  best  young  Duck,  male  or  female, 
.  dressed. 

§2  for  best  twelve  Duck  Eggs,  any  named 
variety. 

$5  for  best  pair  Chickens,  any  breed,  dressed. 
83  for  best  yellow  meated  Chicken,  dressed. 
f2  for  best  twelve  Pullet  Eggs,  Brown  or 

White,  any  named  variety. 
?5  for  best  pair  of  Fowl,  any  breed,  dressed. 
83  for  Vjest  yellow  meated  Fowl,  dressed. 
§2  for  best  twplveHen  Eggs,  Brown  or  White, 

any  named  variety. 


§0 


§2 

§5 
§3 
§2 
§5 

§3 
§2 
§5 
§3 
§2 
§5 
§3 
§2 


for  heaviest  Capon,  any  age  or  breed  ^ 
dressed. 

for  best  dressed  Capon,  any  age  or  breed, 
for  best  young  Capon,  under  one  year, 
dressed. 

for  best  pair  Brahmas,  any  .age,  dressed, 
for  best  twenty-four  Brahma  Eggs, 
for  best  twelve  Brahma  Eggs, 
for  best  pair  Plymouth  Rocks,  any  age, 
dressed. 

for  best  twenty-four  Plymouth  Rock  Eggs. 

for  best  twelve  Plymouth  Rock  Eggs. 

for  best  pair  Wyandottes,  any  age,  dressed. 

for  best  twenty-four  Wyandotte  Eggs. 

for  best  twelve  Wyandotlte  Eggs. 

for  best  pair  Leghorns,  any  age,  dressed. 

for  best  twenty-four  Leghorn  Eggs. 


THE  MARKETS. 

More  About  the  Poultry  Crop. 

Inthisdepartment,Nov.l5th,  we  announced 
our  belief  that  the  poultry  crop  of  the  country 
was  an  unusually  large  one.  In  the  New 
York  Produce  Bevieio  of  that  date,  in  an 
article  reviewing  the  poultry  situation,  we 
liud  further  confirmation  of  that  opinion. 
The  article  begins  by  giving  the  following 
table,  showing  the  receipts  of  dressed  poultry 
at  New  York  between  May  1  and  October  31, 
for  a  series  of  years : 

Receipts  qf  Dressed  Poultry  from 
May  1  to  Oct.  31. 

1892  103,867  packages. 

1893  105,602 

1894:  100,025 

1S95  110,337 

lS9(i  136,644 

1897  116,740 

1898  112,034 

1899  122,012 

The  writer  of  the  article  states  that  the 
receipts  given  do  not  include  the  large  and 
steadily  increasing  quantities  of  dressed  poul- 
try shipped  to  New  York  by  the  large  beef 
packers  in  their  own  refrigerator  cars,  receipts 
of  which  are  not  recorded.  As  recorded 
receipts  for  this  year  are  only  14,000  packages 
less  than  in  the  record  breaking  year,  1896,  it 
is  not  improbable  that  if  the  total  of  actual 
receipts  could  be  known  it  would  appear  that 
this  year's  crop  was  the  greatest  on  record. 
Arrivals  of  live  poultry  have  been  somewhat 
larger  than  last  year.  The  conclusion  reached 
by  the  writer  of  this  article  is  that  the  crop  of 
chickens  is  undoubtedly  larger  than  last  year, 
and  the  turkey  crop  considerably  heavier,  and 
that  ducks  and  geese  are  a  little  lighter. 

The  higher  prices  of  this  year  are  no  longer 
attributed  to  a  scarcity  of  poultry,  but  rather 
to  the  more  prosperous  condition  of  the 
country,  and  perhaps  a  little  is  due  to  the 
generally  higher  price  of  meats. 

H.  L.  Brown  &  Son,  the  pushing  poultry- 
men,  at  225  South  Water,  have  sent  out  their 
annual  circular  to  poultry  shippers.  This 
firm  is  perhaps  more  conservative  than  others 
who  expect  to  get  a  reputation  by  giving  out 
incorrect  figures.  Brown  &  Sons  have  reports 
from  3,000  different  points  contributary  to 
Chicago,  of  people  directly  interested  in  the 
poultry  business.  These  reports  show  that 
the  chickens  in  the  country  are  from  25  to  40 
per  cent  more  than  the  general  average  crop. 
Not  a  single  report  shows  a  product  of  less 
than  100  per  cent,  while  some  of  them  run  up 
to  140  per  cent.  This  contradicts  a  report 
sent  out  by  another  Chicago  commission  man, 
who  must  have  had  some  object  in  misrep- 
resenting the  condition  of  chickens.  The 
receipts  up  to  the  present  time  bear  out 
Brown's  statement.  —  National  Produce 
Revieiv,  (Chicago). 

As  we  go  to  press  the  market  for  dressed 
poultry  in  Boston  is  in  anything  but  a  satis- 
factory condition.  Receivers  of  poultry  are 
not  at  all  pleased  with  the  outlook  for  Thanks- 
giving week,  and  anything  but  hopeful  of 
getting  prices  which  w  ill  please  shippers.  A 
month  ago,  considering  advices  as  to  the  con- 
dition and  size  of  the  crop,  dealers  here  felt 
confident  that  with  weather  at  all  favorable 
for  the  ten  days  previous  to  Thanksgiving, 
good  turkeys  would  bring  good  prices.  Now 
the  most  sanguine  predict  uncommonly  low 
prices  for  all  but  the  choicest  nearby  stock. 


From 

-Bantams  Up 

any  kind  of  poultry  can  be  hatched  with  more  certain  results,  with 
less  trouble,  and  at  less  expense,  with  the  Prairie  State  Incubator, 
_  than  by  any  other  means.  No  other  incubator  is  so  completely  automatic 
in  its  regxdation  or  so  economical  in  its  operation  as  the 

PRAIRIE  STATE  Incubator 

The  various  sizes  and  its  many  improvements 
and  advantages  are  all  described  in  the  big 
Prairie  State  Incubator  Book.    128  pages 
of  pictures  and  interesting  reading  for 
poultry  raisers.    50  colored  plates. 
Write  for  it;  mailed  free. 


I  THE  PRAIRIE  STATE  INCUBATOR  CO.. 
Homer  City,  Pa. 


Prairie  State  Incubators. 


WRITE  TO 


Jos.  Bregk  &  Sons, 


47  to  54  N.  Market  St.,    Boston,  Macs. 

They  are  X,ew  England  selliug  agents,  sliow  a  lull  line 
of  the  I'l  aii  ie  State  IKCUBATOKS  and  BK001>- 
KKS,  uud  will  mail  catalogue  FKKl!:  and  quote 
factory  prices. 


LACE  CURTAINS 

These  beautiful  Royal  Lace  Parlor  Curtains  are  of  the  newest  Savoy 
desipTi,  three  yards  long,  30  inches  wide,  are  washable  and  will  last  a 
hfetime.  You  can  get  two  pairs  of  these  choice  curtains,  (same  desipn 


FREE 


as  in  cut\  and  four  beautiful  Sash  Curtains  tone  yard  square  each)  FREE  by  selling  our  GREAT 
COU)  REMEDY  and  HEADACHE  CURE.  Cures  Cold  in  One  Day!  Relieves  Headache  at  Once  I  We 
vnXX  give  the  curtains  absolutely  free  to  anyone  taking  advantage  of  the  great  offer  we  send  to 
every  person  selling  six  boxes  of  our  Tablets.  If  you  agree  to  sell  only  six  ooxes  at  25  cents  a  box, 
write  to-day  and  we  will  send  the  Tablets  bv  niail  postpaid.  When  sold,  send  us  the  money  and 
we  wiU  send  four  Sash  Curtains,  unhemmed,  so  they  may  be  made  to  tit  any  window,  together 
with  our  offer  of  two  complete  pairs  of  Royal  Lace  Parlor  Curtains,  enough  to  furnish  a  room, 
same  day  money  roceivfd.  This  is  a  grand  opportunity  for  ladies  to  beautify  their  homes  with 
lino  I-a'M'  (Sirtaiiis  of  ixiiuisito  design.    All  who  have  earned  them  are  delighted.  Address: 

NATIONAL  MEDICINE  CO.,  1 01 0 Chapel  St.,  New  HaveniConn.  Box  95  M 

Asbestos  Roofings 
Roof  Coatings, 
Roof  and  Barn  Paints. 

Send  for  our  catalogue  telling  how  to  stop  sweating  of  walls,  ceilings, 
etc.    Also  tells  how  to  keep  your  houses  WARM  IN  WINTER. 

THE   ASBESTOS   PAPER  COMPANY, 
Box  1851,        -        .       _       -       -       .       Boston,  Mass. 

Manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  ASBESTOS  PRODUCTS. 


ECCS  ALIVE 

WOULD  BE  ANOTHER  GOOD  NAME  FOR  FERTILE  EGGS. 


your 


If  you  are  not  getting  that  kind,  the  reason  is  that  yc 
hens  baveu  t  the  PROPER  FOOD  FOR  EEG  PRODUCTION. 


PIONEER 


Clover  Meal 

Makes  bens  lay  eggs  that  are  full  ef  vitality  and  which  are  sure  to  hatch  strong,  healthy 
and  vitorous  chicks.  It  makes  voung  chicks  grow  rapidly.  Wcndeiful  for 
broilers.  Makes  sweet,  tender,  high-flavored  flesh.  It  is  made  from  clean 
clover  hay,  cured  by  our  own  special  process  so  as  to  preserve  all  the 
bright  green  color  and  the  delicious  aroma  and  essential  oils.  It  is  ground 
into  the  finest  meal  by  our  powerful  and  .specially  designed  machinery.  No 
additions,  no  adulterations,  but  clean,  pure,  sweet  and  wholesrme  clover  hay. 
Then,  too,  it  is  quite  cheap— only  costs:  50  lbs.  81.00;  100  lbs,  S2.00.  Use 
it  this  winter  and  get  epgs  when  eggs  are  worth  money. 
Sample  and  editorial  endorsements  FREE. 


THE  BENNETT  S  MILLETT  CO.,  BOX  FP,  GOUVERNEUR,  N.,y 


ROUP 


CURE  GUARANTEED. 


ROUP 


CONKEY'S  ROUP  CURE  ^,\VS/?oTm1M';^a'^r,^°^.'^-^«e"•^^ 

drink.  Simply  put  tlie  cure  in  drinking  water,  and  the  fowl  will  take  its  own  medicine.  For  Canker  espe- 
cially in  pigeons,  tliis  remedy  excels  all  others.  One  50c.  package  makes  25  gallons  of  medicine.  Direoiions 
Willi  every  package.   If  this  fails  to  cure  we  refund  money.   Postpaid,  small  size.  5l)c. ;  large  size,  $1. 

PETALUMA  INCUBATOR  CO.,  Pctaluma,  Cal.,  Faciflc  Coast  Asrenls.  Menlimi  Farm-Poultry.  Don't 
send  stamps.  G.  E.  CONKEY  &  CO..  Cleveland,  Ohio. 


HENS  TEETH  ran 


One  Ton  jr.OO  (  THE  BEST  GRIT  KNOWN. 
Ilalf'lon  $4.00  )  It  does  not  crumble  or  go  to  dust. 
lOOIbs.(lbag)  .60)  li'sallgrlt.  Every  surface  cuts  and 
grinds.  Better  than  o.vster  shells:  will  go  three  times  as 
far.  Terms  cash.  No'losses  enables  us  to  sell  lower  than 
others.  Club  together  anU  get  wholesale  prices. 

ROCKY  HILL  GRIT  WORKS,  Milford,  Mass. 
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MARKET  REVIEWo 


BOSTON, 

Eggs. —  Receipts  moderate,  but  equal  to 
demaud  iu  all  grades,  but  lancy  fresh  prices 
slightly  higher  for  best  grades  of  Mich,  and 
lud.,  and  nearby  eggs.  Wholesale  prices  are, 
nearby  and  Cape  fancy  fresh,  30'f()o2c. ;  east- 
ern choice  fresh,  24c.;  eastern  fair  to  good, 
19®21c. ;  Mich,  and  Ind.  fancy  frosh,  2oc.; 
western  selected  fresh,  20c. ;  western  fair  to 
good,  IT^lOc. ;  refrigerator,  early  packed 
choice,  16c. ;  summer  held,  14'5)15^c.;  dirties, 
per  30  doz.  case,$3.T5i6)|4;  checks  and  cracks, 
per  30  doz.  case,  $2.50®|3. 

Dressed  Poultrj'. —  Demaud  slack,  with 
increased  receipts,  and  a  large  stock  of  west- 
era  is  accumulating.  Prices  generally  a  little 
lower,  and  no  indication  of  improvement. 
Most  sales  of  western  turkeys  are  made  at 
about  10c.  for  best;  only  the  choicest  bring 
that  figure.  Average  western  chickens  go  at 
9c.,  and  chickens  have  to  be  strictly  choice 
and  heavy  to  bring  quotations.  Northern  and 
eastern  turkeys  in  fair  supply,  with  best  sell- 
ing at  14®15c.  Choice  roasting  chickens, 
nearby,  13®14c. ;  broilers,  i2  lbs.  each,  12@13c. 
Spring  ducks,  ll®14c. ;  western  ducks,  TfSiSc. 

Live  Poultry.—  Receipts  moderate,  and 
choice  fowls  and  chickens  steady  at  9c. 


Ijive  Poultry.— Turlvcys,  9c. ;  fowls,  54c. ; 
springs,  6c.  Ducks,  7c.  Geese,  per  do/.cii, 
$.5ffl$5.75. 


NEW  YORK. 

Eggs. —  Receipts  continue  to  increase,  and 
the  market  is  very  irregular.  Prime  state 
and  Penna.,  28j®24c.;  best  western,  23c.; 
western,  fair  to  good,  21@22c. ;  fancy  refriger- 
ator, le-i^lTc. ;  average  refrigerator,  16c. ; 
western  limed,  15i'(iil6c. 

Dressed  Poultry. —  Market  again  in  a 
badly  demoralized  condition  for  turkeys, 
fowls  and  chickens.  Nearby  chickens  plenty 
and  dull  at  13@14c.  for  best,  and  9(g)llc.  for 
ordinary  grades ;  western  iced  chickens  oflered 
freely  at  SiffiSjc. ;  dry  packed,  4/a8c.  Spring 
turkeys  in  very  heavy  supply,  and  very  dull 
at  9ffl9Jc.  for  fair  to  good  grades;  occasional 
sales  as  high  as  lO.^c.  for  best,  and  much 
inferior  stock  going  at  6&8c.  Spring  ducks 
and  geese  are  in  light  supply,  and.  prices  firm 
at  9(S)10c.  for  choice. 

Live  Poultry,— Keceipts  of  live  poultry 
are  also  very  heavy,  with  prices  ruling  lower 
and  weak.  Average  prices  for  western  fowls, 
8c. ;  chickens,  7c. ;  old  roosters,  5c.  Turkeys, 
IfbSe.  Ducks,  40'g)60c.  a  pair.  Geese,  $1® 
$1.25  a  pair. 


PHILADELPHIA. 

Eggs. —  Fine  fresh  in  good  demand,  and 
limited  receipts  promptly  cleaned  un,  good 
grades  of  refrigerator  also  find  ready  sale ; 
other  qualities  dull  and  irregular.  Penn.  and 
nearby  fresh,  23c.;  western  fresh,  22'a)23c. ; 
southwestern,  21c. ;  southern,  20c. 

Dressed  Poultry. —  Supplies  liberal,  espe- 
csially  of  medium  and  low  grade  stocks.  Only 
strictly  fine  bring  best  quotations.  Fine  large 
well  fatted  turkeys  in  light  supply,  and 
would  bring  an  advance  over  best  quotations. 
Ducks  and  geese  in  moderate  supply,  and 
mostly  unattractive  quality.  Nearby  chick- 
ens, lOiSllc. ;  western  fowls,  choice,  9c. ; 
111.  chickens,  8@10c. ;  other  western  6®9jc. 
Western  turkeys,  best,  10c. ;  others,  6'a)9c. 
Western  ducks  and  and  geese,  7'S)8. 

Live  Poultry.  —  Supplies  large,  and 
demand  moderate.  Fowls,  SfffiS^c. ;  old  roost- 
ers, 64®7c. ;  spring  chickens,  7i'ffi8ic.  Ducks, 
8®9e.   Turkeys,  8®9c. 

Feathers.—  Geese,  prime  domestic,  46® 
4Tc. ;  duck,  prime  domestic,  18®25c. ;  chicken, 
Sc. ;  turkey,  3@4c. 

CHICAGO. 

Eggs. —  Strong  demand  for  choice  fresh, 
and  very  few  oftered.  Big  dealers  of  storage 
stock  holding  fancy  April  for  144c.  Fresh 
eggs  3c.  lower  than  this  time  last  year,  and 
receipts  double  whatthey  were  then.  Prices, 
fresh,  loss  off  cases  returned,  ISc. ;  country 
candled,  with  cas.es,  16®17c.  held  fresh,  14® 
16.ic. ;  cooler  stock,  April  and  May,  14®144c. ; 
summer  packed,  I3®13jc. 

Dressed  Poultry. — Receipts  not  so  heavy, 
and  prices  firmer.  Plump  fat  turkeys  scarce. 
There  is  much  speculation  as  to  what  prices 
for  Thanksgiving  will  be;  best  estimates,  10® 
He.  Fowls,  74®8c.;  chickens,  8c.  Ducks,  8 
®9c    Geese,  7®8c. 


KANSAS  CITY. 

Eggs. — Advices  are  that  much  more  of  the 
demand  is  being  supplied  by  fresh  eggs,  and 
unless  severe  weather  occurs  to  check  pro- 
duction, the  outlook  is  that  holders  of  storage 
stock  will  lose  on  it.  Firsts  are  bringing  15c. 
loss  off,  cases  returned. 

Live  I'oultry. —  Supply  moderate,  and 
prices  hold  well,  except  for  geese,  which  are 
slow  because  of  the  mild  weather.  Largs 
springs,  6c. ;  hens,  54c.;  roosters,  15®20c. 
each  ;  capons,  S®llc.  Turkey  hens  and  young 
gobblers,  l^c. ;  old  toras,  6jic.  Ducks.  6c. 
Geese,  5c. 

Dressed  Poultry  —  in  prime  condition 
brings  about  Ic.  per  pound  above  quotations 
for  live. 


ST.  LOUIS. 

Eggs. —  Prices  firm  at  164c.  for  best  fresh, 
and  14®144c.  for  storage. 

Live  Poultry,— Receipts  slightly  reduced, 
but  not  much  variation  in  prices.  Mixed 
chickens,  6c. ;  old  roosters,  3.  Ducks,  54® 
6.    Geese,  54c.    Turkeys,  74c. 


The  Food  Value  of  Bran. 

"  I  am  sometimes  led  to  question  the  econ- 
omy of  buying  shorts  or  bran.  They  tell  me 
it  is  good  to  reduce  the  feed  from  being  too 
rich,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  better  to 
feed  a  pint  of  Indian  meal  to  a  dozen  hens 
than  a  pint  of  meal  and  a  pint  of  bran  to  make 
up  a  quart  for  a  given  number  of  hens.  The 
bran  will  not  hurt  them,  to  be  sure,  but  why 
pay  a  cent  a  pound  simply  to  dilute  your 
food,  when  cabbage  or  grass  or  other  green 
stuff  would  do  it  at  less  cost,  and  not  injure 
the  hens?  The  question  is  wholly  on  whether 
the  price  of  bran  or  shorts  is  too  high,  con- 
sidering the  nutritive  value.  Am  I  wrong  on 
this  point?"  writes  a  member  of  our  experi- 
ment club,  who,  according  to  his  monthly 
statement,  is  not  using  either  bran  or  shorts, 
the  mash  fed  consisting  of  "  corn  meal,  bread , 
swill,  etc." 

He  is  very  much,  wrong  if  he  supposes  that 
bran  and  shorts  have  no  other  use  than  to 
reduce  the  quality  of  the  ration. 

Bran  of  ordinary  good  quality  contains  a 
larger  per  cent  of  protein  than  ^uy  of  the 
wholegrains  in  common  use  as  poultry  food, 
and  larger,  also,  than  most  of  the  mill  stuffs 
used.  It  is  the  structure,  not  the  weight,  of 
the  fibre  in  the  bran,  which  gives  it  bulk,  and 
makes  it  so  valuable  in  distending  a  ration, 
and  it  is  perhaps  because  shorts  or  middlings 
has  not  the  peculiar  fibrous  structure  of  bran, 
that  it  is  not  well  adapted  to  liberal  use  in  a 
ration.  Grass  and  cabbage  will  not  answer 
this  purpose  of  bran,  because  too  much  of 
their  bulk  is  water;  it  is  only  in  the  most 
extreme  warm  weather  that  fowls  can  be 
given  all  the  green  food  they  would  eat,  and 
still  give  the  best  results  in  growth  or  in  eggs. 


Blackhead  in  Turkeys. 

A  lady  in  Vermont  writes  to  ask  what  is 
the  trouble  with  her  turkeys.  Her  descrip- 
tion of  the  symptoms  shows  that  the  fowls 
have  "  blackhead."  Of  this  disease,  Cushman 
says : 

"  It  is  an  infectious  liver  disease,  similar  iu 
its  nature  to  human  dysentery.  The  disease 
takes  its  name  from  the  fact  that  turkeys  of  a 
certain  age,  when  affected,  look  shrunken, 
pinched,  and  purple  about  the  head.  Tur- 
keys having  the  disease  probably  affect  the 
land  they  run  upon.  The  organisms  are 
present  in  their  excrement,  and  if  taken  in 
with  food  or  water,  may  produce  the  disease 
in  other  turkeys.  Sick  birds  should  be  killed 
and  burned  or  buried  deeply.  Buildings, 
coops,  and  feeding  and  drinking  vessels  which 
they  may  have  contaminated,  should  be  disin- 
fected. Birds  once  having  this  trouble,  even 
if  they  have  apparently  recovered,  may  still 
not  be  free  from  it,  and  be  able  to  scatter 
infecting  material.  It  is,  therefore,  i^ot  best 
to  keep  specimens  that  have  ever  been  aftected . 
Take  great  pains  to  clear  out  the  sick  from 
both  young  and  old,  and  then  if  it  is  possible, 
change  the  well  ones  to  new  ground.  Some 
turkeys  resist  infection  where  others  succumb 
to  It,  Doubtless  some  have  such  vigor  and 


power  that  they  overcome  or  destroy  infection 
if- it  reaches  them. 

"  Little  turkeys  are  most  susceptible.  They 
are  infected  early  in  life,  and  the  disease 
develops  fast  or  slow,  according  to  how 
numerous  the  organisms  are,  or  to  the  strength 
of  the  turkey.  Wet  stormy  weather  aggra- 
vates the  disease.  The  feathers  look  rough, 
they  have  diarrhaia,  with  bright  yellow  excre- 
ment; and  they  weakly  drag  one  foot  after 
Ihe  other  for  some  time  before  they  die. 
Here  (in  Rhode  Island)  they  usually  die  in 
the  latter  part  of  July,  early  in  August,  and 
at  the  beginning  of  cold  weather.  In  some 
cases  both  caeca  arc  affected,  in  others  but 
one  or  a  part  of  one.  Those  having  but  a 
small  part  of  the  liver  invaded  may  live 
through  the  winter,  and  not  die  until  spring. 

"Prevention  is  possible,  but  cure  is  difficult. 
By  breeding  them  to  secure  great  vigor,  by 
feeding  to  counteract  any  tendency  to  diar- 
rhcca,  and  by  giving  preventive  treatment 
upon  the  slightest  symptoms  of  abnormal 
looseness,  much  may  be  done  to  help  them 
resist  the  disease  if  they  are  exposed  to  it.  A 
tonic  and  stimulant  for  the  liver  and  bowels 
will  help  prevent  the  disease;  confinement  and 
overfeeding  favor  it.  Pepper  and  ginger  and 
something  sour  are  indicated,  as  well  as  an 
astringent.  Sick  turkeys  sometimes  recover 
after  they  can  eat  all  the  acorns  they  want ; 
th'^y  administer  the  astringent  themselves. 
One  beginner,  after  losing  many  little  turkeys, 
reports  that  he  cured  a  lot  in  tv\'o  weeks  by 
giving  them  a  saturated  solution  of  epsom 
salts  in  milk  to  drink,  and  nothing  but  grass 
to  eat." 


This  Will  Interest  Many, 
F.  W.  Parkhurst,  the  Boston  publisher, 
says  that  if  anyone  afflicted  with  rheumatism 
in  any  form,  or  neuralgia,  will  send  their 
address  to  him  at  Box  1501,  Boston,  Mass.,  he 
will  direct  them  to  a  perfect  cure.  He  has 
nothing  to  sell  or  give,  only  tells  you  how  he 
was  cured.  Hundi-eds  have  tested  it  with 
success. 


CONSUMPTION  CURED. 

An  old  pliysiciau  retired  from  practice,  had  placed 
in  liis  liands  by  an  East  India  missionary  tlie  formula 
of  a  simple  vetcetable  remedy  for  the  speedy  and  per- 
manent cure  of  Consumption,  Bronchitis,  Catarrli, 
Asthma,  and  all  Throat  and  Lung  Affections ;  also  a 
positive  and  radical  cure  for  Nervous  Debility  and 
all  Nervous  Complaints.  Having  tested  its  wonder- 
ful curative  powers  in  thousands  of  cases,  and  desir- 
ing to  relieve  human  suffering,  I  will  send  free  of 
charge  to,  all  wlio  wish  it,  this  recipe,  in  German, 
French  or  English,  with  full  directions  for  prepar- 
ing and  using.  Sent  by  mail,  by  aiidressing,  with 
stamp,  naming  tjiis  paper,  W.  A.  NOYES,  820  Powers 
Block,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


A  $25  PRIZE  OFFER. 

For  the  best  genuine  egg  record  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1900,  we  offer  a 
prize  of  $25,  the  only  condition  being  that  the 
record  must  be  genuine,,  and  kept  on  one  of 
our  Egg  Records,  which  will  be  sent  free  to 
any  address.  Tack  it  up  in  some  convenient 
place,  and  keep  a  faithful  record  of  the  eggs 
your  hens  give  you.  It  may  be  worth  $25  to 
you.  We  do  not  insist  that  our  Animal  Meal 
be  used  ;  but  feel  very  certain  that  the  poul- 
trymen  who  do  use  it  will  get  more  eggs  than 
those  who  do  not.  Records  must  be  sent  iu 
promptly  before  January  10, 1901. 

The  Bowker  Company, 

41  Chatham  St.,  Boston. 

Prepare  Now. 

Have  you  purcliased  those  White  Wyandottes  that 
you  will  need  for  your  spring  makings?  If  not,  why 
delay  longer?  Remember  that  the  cockerels  and 
rullets  that  I  am  offering  for  sale  are  direct  from 
wiuuers  at  New  York  and  Boston.  There  is  no  better 
breed  than  this,  both  for  egg  as  well  as  flesh  produc- 
tion. Pullets  of  this  strain  commence  laying  when 
five  and  a  half  months  old.  They  are  the  only  breed 
on  the  farm.  Not  necessarily  the  cheapest,  but 
always  the  best,  is  what  I  offer  you.  For  Information, 
address,    C.  S.  WETMOKE,  Lockport,  N.  Y. 


Nothing  Under  the  Sun 

will  Make  Hens  Lay  and  keep  them  iu 
healthy  condition  all  the  year  round  like 

BANNER  EGG  FOOD 

and  Tonic 

Thousands  can  testify  toils  excellent  merits. 
A  trial  will  convince  you.  1  lb.  can  26c. ;  by 
mail  40c.;  5  cans  Sl.OO,  on  board  express  N.Y  . 
City.  If  you  wan  t  fresh  eggs , and  plenty  of 
them,  use  tliis  food  as  directed,  and  your 
hens  musilay.  OurlmmenseCataloguefree, 

Excelsior  Wire  and  Poultry  Supply  Go- 

28  Vesey  St.,  New  York  City. 
W.  V.  BUSS,  Propr, 

When  writing  kindly  mention  this  paper. 


Keep  yourselves  up  to 
concert  pStch  by  taking 

BEECHAM'S  PILLS! 

10  cents  and  25  cents,  at  aU  drug  stores. 


GEO.  Iu  GAINLEY,  -  Lynn,  Mass. 

•'  .spr::ciAiLisT" 

WHITE  WYftNDOTTES. 

THE  IMPROVED  yiQjgil 
NCUBATOR 

Hatches  Chickens  by  Steam 
'Absolutely  self-reguln  tins.. 
The  simplest,  most  reliable, 
and  cbf-Jtpf'Ht  hrst-clfiRfl Hatches 
in  the  market.  Cirfndars  free. 
GEO.  EUTEl,  CO..  Uuincy.III* 

TST 
PODLTDf  FEHCmii 

Is  practical ;  requires  few  posts,  no  top  or  bottom 
rail.  It  does  not  sag  or  bag,  is  easily  and  quickly 
erected.  It  leads  in  strengtli  and  economy. 

Don't  Take  Our  Word  For  It, 

But  send  for  illustrated  circulars  and  samples.  We 
pay  the  freight  to  nearly  all  railroad  stations  in  the 
U.S.  A.  You  cannot  afford  to  make  a  fence  of  old 
fashioned  netting,  even  if  it  be  donated. 

JAMES  S.  CASE,  Colchester,  Conn. 

Breeding  CockereSs. 

B.  P.  Rocks,  Black  Minorcas,  W.  Wvandottes,  Buft 
and  W.  Leghorns,  Lt,  Bralimas,  B.  Langshans,  Hou- 
dans,  $1.50  and  $2  each.  Y'our  money'*  worth  or  your 
money  back.         W,  W.  SHAMPANOKE, 

Little  Silver,  N.  J, 

R.  I.  REDS. 

If  ordered  immediately  I  will  sell  100  yearling  hens 
at  $1..50;  100  pullets,  S2  and  S2..50  each.  Many  pullets 
laying;  don't  delay.  TV,  J,  SWITF,  Jr,, 

Waouoit,  Mass, 

THREE  GENTS  EACH  for  NAMES 

.Send  ten  cents  and  the  names  of  five  neighlpoj-?  who 
raise  I'oultry,  and  we  will  send  you  our  uinnthly  20- 
page  paper  for  one  year.  Regular  price  2.5  cents  a 
year.  Sample  copy  free.  Mention  Farm-Poultry 
when  writing. 

INLAND  POULTRY  JOURNAL, 
Indianapolis,  Ind, 

Moodna  Valley  Farm, 

The  largest  breeders  of  land  and  water  fowl  in 
Orange  county  offer  300  choice  S.  C.  W .  Leghorn 
cock'ls  for  breeding  or  show  purposes  S2  to  S.'j  each. 

A.  H.  TOPPING, 
Moodna,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y. 

YOXJ  ^W-^3SrT 

Good  layers  in  your  pens ;  of  course  you  do.  There 
is  only  one  way  findiug  out  when  a  hen  is 

'^ooi\  layer,  and  tliat  is  by  usiug  a 

CUCKOO   NEST  BOX. 

Write  to  the 

DUNLAP  SUPPLY  CO.,  Yardley,  Pa., 

for  circular. 

SEE  THEM 

Light  Bralmias,  at  home.  White  WvandQttes  before 
buying.  2  males  at  $1;  4forS2:  10  at  $5.  '  White,  no 
black  ticks,  yellow  legs,  bav  eves,  from  good  layers. 
G.A.ED,  REYNOLDS,  Marlbpro,  Mass. 


POILTRY' 
SUPPLIES 

We  are  wholesale  Jobbers 
forallthebest  STANDARD 
POULTRY  SPECIAL. 
TIES,  andwanttoquoteyou 
on  large  or  small  amounts. 

VIGOR  PREPARED  MEAT 

(IS  UNEXCELLED) 

VIGOR  SCRATCH  FOOD 

(OUR  OWN  BRAND) 
CYPHER'S  INCUBATORS 
LEE'S  and  LAMBERT'S 
LICE  KILLERS 
CLOVER  MEAL 

anil  all  tbe  rest.    Don't  buy  any  of  these 
thint^s  unto  you  get  our  fine  illustrated 
italogue  o£  Poultry  Supplies,  and  if 
ranted  in  quantity,  our  special  prices  by 
letter. 

JOHNSON  &  STOKES, 
Seedsmen, 

il?-319  Market  St.  PIIILA.,Pa. 


Sanitary 
Poultry 
Drinkin?  i 
ftuntamj 
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As  to  Florida  Poultry. 


■Writin;:  of  the  general  condition  of  the 
poultry  industry  in  the  southern  states,  in  the 
iast  number  of  Farm-Poultry,  Dr.  S.  T. 
Lea  said,  speakinjij  of  Florida  : 

"  Florida,  where  winter  is  unknown,  has 
never  taken  any  interest  in  poultry  culture. 
One  would  think  that  this  state  would  be  the 
Mecca  of  poultrymen,  but,  strange  to  say,  if 
there  has  ever  been  a  poultry  show  held  in 
the  state,  no  one  has  ever  heard  of  it.  I  am 
safe  in  saying  that  there  are  not  one-half  a 
dozen  breeders  of  thoroughbred  stock  in 
Florida.  I  have  never  heard  of  any  county 
or  state  fair  being  held  in  that  state." 

Last  summer  Farm-Poultry  sent  inquiries 
to  a  number  of  points  in  Florida,  asking  for 
information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  poultry 
industry  at  various  points  throughout  the 
state.  Only  about  one  in  twelve  of  the  replies 
received  indicated  that  there  was  anywhere 
in  Florida  an  interest  in  poultry  culture 
greater  than  Dr.  Lea  assigned  to  the  state,  and 
only  two  replies  from  the  entire  state  gave 
information  which  would  lead  us  to  suppose 
that  it  might  be  possible  to  find  more  than  a 
half  dozen  breeders  of  thoroughbred  fowls  in 
the  state.  "We  refer  to  the  matter  again 
because  we  happen  to  have  obtained  infor- 
mation from  several  separate  sources  throw- 
ing more  light  on  the  question,  and  showing 
it  in  some  rather  interesting  aspects. 

A  correspondent  at  Fort  Ogden  writes  that 
some  time  ago  the  Florida  experiment  station 
made  an  experiment  with  chickens  "  to  deter- 
mine whether  fine  breeds,  or  any  breeds, 
could  be  raised  profitably  as  a  business  for 
n>arket  in  our  state."  "VTith  this  object  in 
view,  fowls  of  eleven  varieties  were  procured. 
The  station  employed  a  man  especially  (quali- 
fications not  stated,  but  easily  guessed  at  from 
results),  to  care  for  the  poultry;  subscribed 
for  all  poultry  papers,  bought  food  at  whole- 
sale prices,  and  having  demonstrated  to  their 
own  satisfaction  that  there  was  no  profit  in 
broilers,  "  the  station  staff"  delivered  itself  of 
the  opinioQ  that  profit  in  chickens  consisted 
in  each  farmer  having  from  twelve  to  thirty 
hens  hustling  for  themselves  on  the  farm.  It 
is  easy  to  believe  that  this  report  had  a  wet 
blanket  etTect  on  the  many  Floridans  who 
were  beginning  to  take  an  interest  in  poultry 
culture,  and  that  it  delayed  by  a  little  the 
onward  march  of  the  industry  in  that  state. 

As  to  what  may  be  done  there,  see  the  fol- 
lowing interesting  letter  from  F.  E.  &  W.  K. 
Peaslee,  of  Fernandina : 

'•  Mr.  Editor :  —  Perhaps  a  few  words  from 
the  state  of  Florida  would  not  be  amiss.  I 
was  raised  in  the  eastern  states,  but  have 
spent  about  fifteen  years  very  pleasantly  here 
in  the  land  of  flowers  (as  it  truly  is,  and  it 
not  only  is  good  for  flowers,  but  the  old  hen 
does  well  here,  too).  Ten  years  ago  we 
thought  that  we  could  do  something  by  rais- 
ing pure  bred  fowls,  as  no  one  within  miles  of 
us  kept  anything  but  the  old  fashioned  dung- 
hills. So  we  started  in,  and  now,  as  we  look 
around,  what  a  change  we  see.  "Where  there 
were  fifty  kept  then  there  are  hundreds  now. 
The  old  slat  house  is  gone,  and  a  good  com- 
fortable house  with  floor  up  otf  the  ground 
has  taken  its  place.  You  hardly  dared  enter 
the  old  one  lest  you  should  be  covered  with 
Jice,  or  fleas  and  jiggers.  The  new  one  is  kept 
sweet  and  clean  by  the  frequent  use  of  lime 
and  good  insect  powders  —  so  in  this  warm 
climate  fowls  can  be  kept  clean  and  healthy. 
But  one  cannot  lie  in  bed  until  the  sun  is  two 
hours  high  and  leave  the  care  and  feeding  of 
the  fowls  to  hired  help,  and  expect  success. 
For  the  last  five  years  the  demand  for  fowls 
and  eggs  has  been  greater  than  we  could 
supply. 

"  Now  just  a  word  about  shipping  eggs  over 
the  water.  Last  April  we  received  an  order 
lor  a  trio  of  "White  "Wyandottes  to  go  to  the 
Island  of  Martinique,  I.,  to  be  shipped  by 
sailing  vessel.  The  sailing  distance  from  this 
port  is  about  three  thousand  miles.  "We 
thought  we  would  try  sending  some  eggs.  So 
•we  packed  fifteen  Brown  Leghorn  eggs,  just 
as  we  pack  eggs  for  shipment  in  this  country, 
and  told  the  captain  of  the  vessel  to  give  them 
to  some  one  who  would  report  results  of  the 
hatch  to  us.  In  due  time  we  received  word 
that  eight  chicks  had  hatched  from  these  eggs, 
after  a  voyage  of  thirteen  and  a  half  days  — 
five  days  being  vecy  rough  weather. 


"  Many  say  that  you  can  get  no  price  for 
eggs  and  stock  here.  In  June  and  July  eggs 
were  retailing  at  25c. ;  generally  in  August  we 
get  30c. ;  and  in  winter  SSftUOc. ;  the  average 
for  the  year  is  about  25c.  Chickens  that  will 
weigh  a  pound  and  a  half  sell  for  30c. ;  two 
pounds,  35@40c.,  alive.  Grown  fowls  sell  at 
40ffi60c.  each.  Our  pure  bred  fowls,  of  course, 
sell  higher.  "We  know  they  pay,  for  we  keep 
a  strict  account  of  expenses  and  receipts,  and 
we  know  just  w^hat  hens  will  do  in  Florida." 

SHOW  AND  CLUB  NEWS. 

Proposed  Changes  in  the  Stand- 
ard of  Perfection. 

To  Members  of  the  Am.  Poultry  Association  : 

The  following  changes  in  the  Standard  are 
proposed,  and  will  be  acted  upon  at  the 
twenty-fourth  annual  session  to  be  held  in 
Ihe  city  of  Cedar  Eapids,  Iowa,  at  8  o'clock 
P.  M.,  Wednesday,  January  IT,  1900: 

Page  219  (of  the  Standard),  Article  V., 
strike  out  the  words,  "at  such  time,"  and 
insert  "  either  the  third  or  fourth  week  in 
January  each  year." 

Page  5,  cutting  for  frosty  edging  in  Silver 
and  Golden  "Wyandottes,  strike  out  the 
words,  "  not  less  than  1,"  and  insert J  to  1." 
Cutting  for  purple  barring,  insert  the  words, 
"  i  to,"  making  the  cuts  ^  to  1. 

Pages  •  93,  94,  96,  97,  in  describing  the 
spangles  of  Golden  and  Silver  Spangled  Ham- 
burgs,  change  the  Standard  in  its  description 
of  spangles  to  read:  "  The  spangle  to  follow 
the  web  of  feather,  and  meet  at  the  shaft." 

H.  A.  Bridge,  Sec'y  and  Treas'r. 

Allan  Bogue,  President. 


American    Rose    Comb  Brown 
Leghorn  Club  First  Annual 
Meeting. 

The  members  of  the  American  Rose  Comb 
Brown  Leghorn  Club  have  decided  to  hold 
their  first  annual  meeting  in  connection  with, 
and  during  the  next  annual  Chicago  show, 
and  have  selected  2  P.  M.,  Thursday,  Jan. 
25th,  1900,  as  the  meeting  hour. 

As  special  premiums,  the  National  Fanciers' 
Association,  of  Chicago,  have  offered  a  §25 
silver  cup,  and  SIO  in  gold,  for  the  1st  and  2d 
best  displays  of  Rose  Comb  Brown  Leghorns 
at  their  fourth  annual  exhibition,  Jan.  22-27, 
1900. 

Each  member  of  our  club  should  use  every 
effort  to  attend  the  meeting,  and  have  an 
exhibit  at  the  show.  If  inconvenient  to 
attend  personally,  members  should  send  their 
fowls  to  the  show  without  fail. 

Breeders  and  fanciers  of  Rose  Comb  Brown 
Leghorns,  who  are  •  non-members,  will  do 
well  to  join  the  club  at  once,  and  thereby 
share  the  benefits  of  full  membership.  Our 
club  has  been  very  successful  in  its  growth 
of  membership  and  the  promotion  of  the 
various  interests  of  its  members.  AVe  now 
have  over  fifty  members  in  good  standing, 
representing  some  nineteen  states  in  the  U. 
S.  and  Canada,  and  yet  the  club  was  organized 
less  than  six  months  ago.  Send  $1  now  to 
the  sec'y-treas.,  for  membership  card,  etc., 
and  help  swell  the  list.  Inquiries  cheerfully 
answered. 

Try  and  attend  the  Chicago  show  with  your 
exhibit;  if  impossible  to  do  this,  attend  some 
other  show.  Get  your  birds  into  the  show 
room  somewhere  —  it  will  surely  benefit  you. 

Charles  M.  Zisk,  Sec'y-Treas. 

New  Albany,  Ind. 


To  Members  and  Would=be  Mem= 
bers  of  the  American  Black 
Minorca  Club. 

All  parties  interested  in  Black  Minorcas 
should  join  the  club,  for  in  so  doing  they  will 
be  protecting  their  best  interest.  To  join,  is 
both  simple  and  inexpensive.  Send  two  dol- 
lars to  the  secretary,  with  your  business  card, 
and  your  application  will  be  referred  to  the 
executive  committee.  The  first  payment  of 
two  dollars  represents  one  dollar  for  initiation 
fee  and  one  dollar  for  annual  dues  for  the 
current  year.  The  year  begins  July  first,  and 
while  on  this  subject  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  members  in  arrears  who  have 
overlooked  the  small  matter  of  annual  dues, 
remit  as  promptly  as  possible.   Each  remit- 
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Continuous  Profits  in 
Poultry, 

Nothing  affects  the  profits  in  the  poultry- 
business  more  than  the  food.  Proper  food 
will  make  continuous  prohts.  It  is  contin- 
uous profits  that  pay  in  the  poultry  business. 

Chickens  must  be  kept  constantly 
growing  from  the  moment  they  leave  the 
shell;  this  enables  you  to  send  the  surplus 
cockerels  to  market  in  the  quickest  time 
possible,  and  bring  the  pullets  to  laying 
maturity  before  cold  weather  sets  in. 

American  Poultry  Food, 

A  MORNING  MASH. 

With  American  Poultry  Food  the  in- 
experienced as  well  as  the  experienced  per- 
son may  accomplish  the  above  results,  by 
following  the  directions  in  the  new  booklet 
entitled  "Practical  Poultry  Feeding,"  issued 
by  The  American  Cereal  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
111.,  and  we  would  advise  all  our  readers  to 
send  for  a  copy,  which  will  be  mailed  free 
on  application.  Address  The  American 
Cereal  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 

1355  rionadnock  BIdg. 
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PEKIN  DUCKS. 

High  Grade  Market .  Breeders. 


tance  is  in  itself  a  small  matter,  but  each  little 
helps,  and  the  total  foots  up  a  nice  little  sum, 
which  sum  is  greatly  needed  to  carry  on  the 
necessary  expenditures  of  the  club.  An  early 
remittance  will  have  the  double  advantage  of 
saving  the  secretary  the  trouble  and  expense 
of  writing  a  personal  letter,  and  of  avoiding 
the  dropping  from  the  membership  roll  of 
parties  who  really  desire  to  remain  members. 

It  is  opportune  to  call  your  attention  to  page 
ten  of  the  catalogue  :  —  "  Members  Hear  and 
Heed." 

I  hope  all  will  read  carefully  the  appeal 
referred  to,  and  note  the  difl'erent  ways  in 
which  it  is  proposed  to  benefit  the  club,  and 
thereby  the  members.  I  call  your  attention 
specially  to  the  following:  Club  emblem; 
Judging  stock;  Annual  dues;  Increase  of 
membership;  Specials  for  competition;  Club 
advertising;  Catalogue;  and  last,  but  by  no 
means  least,  the  Press.  The  press  is  our  l*st 
friend,  and  to  it  we  must  look  for  help  if  our 
ettbrts  are  to  be  crowned  with  success. 

Each  and  every  one  of  you  who  read  these 
lines,  please  step  to  the  front  and  do  the  need- 
ful. 

•  We  have  but  a  short  time  before  the  annual 
meeting,  and  I  urge  all  members  to  make  a 
special  effort  to  increase  the  membership,  and 
to  send  in  articles  and  advertisements. 
Yours  for  success, 

Row  LAXD  Story,  Sec'y-Treas. 
187  Arlington  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Tf^T^    PLOWS  S16..50.   Circulars  free. 

h.  pray,  No.  Clove,  N.  Y. 


>[arket  ducklings  averajre  over  IGi  pounds  per  pair. 
Yound  stock  for  sale  at  prices  according  to  (inulity, 
from  S1.50  to  55  each.   Good  drakes,  S3. 

A.  C.  LEWIS,  West  Kineston,  K.  I. 


W.  H.  RUDDi  SON  &  CO., 

Commission  itercliants  and  SVlioles.ile  Dealers  In 

40  North  Street,     -  BOSTON. 

Send  stamp  for  Market  Letter. 


EVERY  POSSIBLE  PRIZE 

Competed  for  at  tlie  New  Jersey  State  Fair  on 
niy  Turkeys.  Uuck  and  Geese.  17  entries,  12  firsts 
and  5  seconds.  Choice  stock  f..r  sale;  also  Wliite, 
Silver,  and  Golden  Wvandottes:  Barred  and 
White  P.  Rocks:  White,  Brown,  and  BufT  Le;;- 
horns:  Black  ^linorcas ;  Ind. Games  andGuiueas. 
Large  catalogue  free. 

EGGS  FOR  INCUBATORS. 

We  want  you  to  wrile  us  for  prices,  and  hear 
in  mind  we  sell  the  "  lialchablc  kind.  " 
«.  A.  MOUNT,  Box  F,  Jamesburg,  N.  J. 


BROILERS  FOR  PROFIT,  50  cents. 

Farm-Poultry  Doctor,  ."io  cents 

Profitable  Poultry  Farining,  25  cciiIk' 
4  I'oultry.  tr,  cents. 

.,,  ^  '*"wHen«   inonllily.oneyr.  25  cenfg. 

All  the  ahovc  for  8SI.00.  Addros 

MICHAEL  K.  P.OYEK.  llaniniouton,  N.  J. 
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The  Coming  Boston  Show. 

This  show  w  ill  lu  inj;  together  the  grandest 
display  of  hi>;ii  class  poultry  that  has  ever 
been  cooped  for  exhibition.  The  chances  are 
that  Mechanics  Hall  will  be  strained  to  its 
utmost  to  make  room  for  the  extended  classi- 
fication that  will  be  provided  for  all  kinds  of 
standard  bred  poultry,  pigeons,  pel  stock, 
cats,  and  cage  bii  ds.  Boston  is  the  Mecca  for 
the  fancier.  Here  can  be  sold  at  good  prices 
almi).-.t  any  kind  of  high  class  stock,  provided 
quality  is  right. 

The  unprecedented  value  in  casli  specials 
offered  by  the  Boston  management  will  bring 
to  their  exhibition  the  laigest  number  of 
exhibitors  and  the  most  extensive  display  of 
the  very  best  specimens  in  the  land.  Many 
of  the  reading  siiecialty  clubs  will  hold  their 
meetings  at  Boston,  and  the  greatest  gathei- 
ii;g  of  fancisrs  yet  held  is  looked  for  by  those 
best  informed  as  to  the  intention  of  breeders 
who  expect  to  go  to  the  Boston  meeting  this 
winter. 

The  show  will  be  penned  l)y  Spratts'  Patent, 
under  the  able  management  of  supt.  RacU- 
ham,  who  has  his  diagram  all  prepared  for  a 
most  beautiful  interior  picture  of  well  located 
coops,  so  that  each  individual  specimen  will 
have  advantage  of  most  perfect  light  and 
location.  The  extensive  space  of  the  building 
will  allow  placing  the  whole  display  upon  the 
main  floor,  including  all  hatching  and  other 
appliances,  also  poultry  supplies  and  pet 
stock,  with  a  neat  refrigerator  room  for 
dre-sid  poultry  and  eggs,  and  an  enclosed 
room  for  cats  ^.^d  cage  birds. 

The  premium  list  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
every  breeder  who  has  fine  poultry  and  an 
inclination  to  exhibit  same  where  the  greatest 
benefit  will  be  derived.  Your  name  in  the 
Boston  show  catalogue  will  bring  your  stock 
to  tlie  attention  of  many  thousand  persons. 

For  premium  list,  address 

A.  R.  Sharp,  Taunton,  Mass. 


American  White  Plymouth  Rock 
Club  Meetings. 

The  American  White  Plymouth  Rock  Club 
will  meet  this  season  in  the  following  places: 
Boston,  New  York,  Chicago;  Cedar  Rapids, 
la.;  Oakland,  Calif.;  Spol;aiie,  Wash.;  and 
Toronto,  Can.  These  meetings  will  be  of  the 
whole  club,  and  will  be  official  annua!  meet- 
ings. They  will  be  held  in  connection  with 
the  shows  at  the  above  mentioned  places. 
This  plan  of  holding  several  official  meetings 
has  been  deemed  advisable  for  the  reason  that 
on  account  of  the  very  large  membership  and 
the  territory  over  which  it  is  scattered,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  a  fair  proportion  of 
the  members  to  be  present  at  a  single  meet- 
ing, even  though  it  be  centrally  located. 

State  meetings  of  the  club  will  be  held  in 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Missouri,  Iowa, 
Nebraska,  Kansas,  California,  and  Washing- 
ton. At  these  seventeen  state  meetings  the 
club  will  offer  a  handsome  diploma  of  special 
design,  suitably  framed  and  delivered  to  the 
winners  free  of  all  cost.  The  diplomas  will 
be  awarded  for  the  best  pen  of  White  Ply- 
mouth Rocks,  and  can  only  be  competed  for 
by  the  members  in  the  states  where  they  are 
offered,  except  that  in  states  where  there  are 
no  meetings  the  membei's  have  the  privilege 
of  competing  at  the  state  meeting  nearest  to 
them.  All  White  Rock  breeders  who  wish  to 
compete  for  club  prizes  either  at  annual  or 
state  meetings,  must  be  members  of  the  club 
in  good  standing,  and  to  those  who  have  not 
yet  joined  the  club,  we  wish  to  say  that  it  will 
be  of  great  benefit  to  you  in  breeding  White 
Rocks  — and  in  order  to  get  all  the  benefits 
this  season,  you  should  join  at  once.  The 
membership  fee  is  $1,  and  should  be  sent  to 
the  undersigned.  Upon  receipt  of  your 
application,  membership  card  and  full  infor- 
mation regarding  the  affairsof  the  club  will 
be  sent  you.  Frank:  Heck, 

Sec'y  and  Treas.,  New  Albany,  Ind. 


I)arties  for  admission  into  the  club  will  please 
send  to  the  secretary  for  application  blanks 
as  soon  as  practicable.  The  oliject  of  the 
meeting  is  to  elect  as  many  members  already 
proposed  as  possible,  in  order  to  make  the 
late  winter  shows  —  Bostpn  and  New  York  — 
the  banner  shows  of  water  fowl  breeders. 

Brother  fanciers,  let  us  work  together  and 
make  our  club  what  it  ought  to  be,  the  law- 
giving body  for  the  web  footed  varieties. 

Address  all  communications  to  Theo.  F. 
Jager,  N.  Y.  sec'y,  211  R.  R.  Ave.,  Elmira. 


National    Wyandotte  Club 
Meeting. 

The  National  Wyandotte  Club  will  hold  its 
annual  meeting  in  connection  w  ith  the  Boston 
show.  The  hour  of  meeting  will  be  three 
o'clock,  Wednesday,  Jan.  18,  1900. 

Without  a  doubt  the  exhibit  of  Wyandottes 
at  the  Boston  show  will  be  the  largest  and 
best  ever  seen  in  America,  and  to  aid  in 
bringing  this  about,  as  well  as  to  carry  out 
the  principles  of  our  club,  we  have  offered 
$371  in  cash  as  special  prizes  on  the  several 
varieties  as  follows:  $100  on  Buffs,  $79  on 
White,  $69  on  Silvers,  $48  on  Goldens,  $15  on 
Blacks,  $35  on  Partridge,  $25  on  Biift'  and 
Wliite.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  regular  and 
special  prizes  offered  by  the  show  itself,  or 
those  that  may  be  offered  by  the  Buff'  or 
White  clubs.  A  full  list  of  all  the  specials 
will  be  found  in  the  Boston  show  premium 
list. 

It  will  readily  be  seen  that  our  club  is 
working  in  hai  mony  and  for  the  interest  of 
the  AVyandottes.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  add 
to  our  membership  those  who  appreciate 
what  has  been  done,  and  are  willing  to  help 
the  good  work  along  by  at  least  joining  our 
club. 

The  membership  fee,  including  this  year's 
dues  is  one  dollar,  which  should  be  sent  to 
our  sec'y  and  treas.,  C.  S.  Mattison,  South 
Shaftsbury,  Vermor.t. 


SHOW  DATES. 


[Secretaries  ot  Sliow  Associations  please  note 
errors  or  omissions,  and  forward  corrections.— Ed.J 


New  England  States. 

Dec.  ■')— 7.  Torrintrton,  l 't.   I''.  M.  I.eacli,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  .5— 8.  So.  Framiugliam,  Mass.  C.  H.  H.  Cliapin 
See"}'. ,  • 

Dcc.a-S.    Westerly.  R.  I.    H.  S.  Babcock,  Sec'y, 

I'roviiieuce,  R.  I. 
Dec. 5— 8.  Clinton,  Mass.  E.  G.  Burdett,  Sec'y. 
Dec. 5— 9.  New  Bedford,  Mass.  .J.  W.  Owen,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  7— 9.  Adams,  Mass.  B.  H.  Millinian,  Sec'y . 
Dec.  11— 16.  Worcester,  Mass.  J.  I.  Lawrence,  Sec'y . 
Dec.  12-14.  Milford,  Mass.    W.  H.  Pyne,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  12—15.  Haverhill,  Mass;  Geo.  I.  Davis,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  12-1.5.  AVakefield,  R.  I.  Geo.  H.  Slieldon,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  13—16.  Fall  River,  Mass.  John  Crowtlier,  Sec  y. 
Jan.  2— 5.   Mancliester,  N.  H. 
Jan.  2— 5.  Peabody,  Mass.  Arthur  Elliot,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  2— 5.    Woodstock,  Vt.  John  S.  Eaton,  Sec'y. 
Jan.. 3— 5.  Manchester,  Conn.   A.  L.  Brown,  Sec'y. 
Jan. 10— 13.  Lynn,  Mass.   Wm.  F.  Craig,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  15—20.   Boston,  Mass.   Artliur  R.  Sharp,  Sec'y, 
Taunton,  Mass. 

Middle  States. 

Dec.  4— 8.  Elmira,  N.Y.  Jndd  H.  Jolmson,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  6— 9.  Jolmstown,  N.  Y.   H.  J.  Quilhot,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  11— 15.   Fredonia,  N.  Y.  R.  R.  I$artrani ,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  12—17.     Pittsburg.  Pa.     Chris.  F.  Porteous, 
Swissvale,  Pa.,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  13—16.     West  Chester,  Pa.    Ed.  S.  Hickman, 
Clieyney,  Pa.,  Sec'y. 

Dec. 19-26.   Meadville,  Pa.  H.  L.  Lamb,  Cambridge 

Springs,  I'a.,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  22— 26.    Washington,  N".  J.   Chas.  Nixon,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  27—29.  Newburgli,  N.  Y.  Hector  MillsjiaHgh,  S'y. 
Jan.  4— 9.   Cortland,  N.  Y.  W.  J.  Greenman,  Sec'y. 
Jan. 4— 10.  Erie.Pa.  A.  E.  Blethen,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  5— 11.   Rocliester,  N.  Y.  John  Drechslcr,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  9— 13.   Warren,  Pa.  J.  H.  Bowden,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  17— 19.   Sharon,  Pa.    F.  H.  Alderman,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  2.3-26.  Troy,  N.Y.  W.  T.  Lord,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  30— Feb.  3.   New  York  City.   H.  V.  Crawford, 

Sec'y,  Cranlord,  N.J. 
Feb.  26— Mar.  3.  Pittsburg,  Pa.  James  A.  Moore,  S'y. 

Mid-West  States. 
Roaclidale,  Ind.  A.  M.  Owen,  Sec'y. 


Dec.  4-9. 

Dec.  4— 9.  Lansing,  Mich.  Jas.  C.  Welch,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  4— 9.  Miamisburg,  Ohio.  S.  B.  G  roby,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  5— 8.  Ellsworth,  Wis.   L.  A.  Brown,  Sec'y. 


Water   Fowl  Club  of  America.      BLACK  MINORCAS. 


A  special  meeting  is  hereby  called  for 
Wednesday, Dec. 6th,  to  be  held  in  connection 
wiih  the  Elniira  poultry  show  in  Elmira, 
N.  Y.  Time  of  meeting,  8  P.  M.  Meeeting 
place,  Stancliff  Hall. 

ilcmbers   deciding   to   recommend  new 


Monroe's  S.  C,  Black  Minorcas  are  Standard  bred 
for  heavy  layers.  Kurelta  Nest  Boxes  used  in  all 
pens.  Young  stock  lias  fn  e  range  over  6U-acre  farm, 
and  are  large,  healthy,  and  vigorous.  Have  bred 
Black  Minorcas  for  past  M)  years.  Introducing  new 
blood  from  best  domestic  and  imported  strains. 

Yearling  hens,  pulleti),  and  cockerels  for  breeding 
and  exhibllion. 

Mrs.  GEO.  E.  MONROE,  Dryden.  N.  X. 
Member  Am.  Black  Minorca  Club. 


Poultry  People 

know  that  cleanliness  an-l  comfort  in  the  lieu 
house  ai'e  esseutiul  to  success.  Care  costs  mon- 
ey, but  it  also  makes  money.    Believing  that 
poultry  men  and  women  will  appreciate  soiuetliiup; 
whiter,  "cleaner,  more  lasting  and  more  sanitary 
than  ordinary  wliite  wash  in  the  ben  house,  we 
recommend  for  such  use  our 

ASBESTINE 

WEATHESi  PROOF  COID  WATER  PAINT. 

Just  mix  the  powder  with  cold  water.  It  imnroves  the  appearance  and  adds  to 
the  durability  of  everything  to  which  it  is  applied.  It  won't  burn,  blister,  crack,  scale  or  wash 
off  by  action  of  the  weather.  It  is  of  special  value  in  painting  poultry  houses,  barns,  dairy  build- 
ings, cow  sheds,lawn  and  farm  fences,  etc.  Made  in  a,  non-fadins  white  and  sixteen  shades  of  color. 

Asbestine  Costs  75  per  cent  less  Than  Oil  Paints   '  '"^""^ "  * 


Send  tor  lu-ici'  list  L,  tint  card  and  booklet  "T'rntrrpssiou' 
of  the  largest  depot  in  tlie  world.    A  II  iiriiled  FK  KE. 


in  the  easy  reach  of  a  ll. 
iving  haiidsonie  picture  and  description 


JOSEPH  BRECK  &  SONS,  Dealers  in  all  kinds  of  Poultry  Supplies,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


BETTER  POULTRY! 

Quicker 
Growing 
Poultry 


iip  Better  id 

The  Best  Bird  Will  Not  Live  and  Pay  if 
Not  Hatched  and  Started  Right. 

UNIVERSAL  * 
*  INCUBATORS 

Produce  them  as  strong*  as  you  want  them  to 
be,  as  healthy  as  their  constitution  allows 
them  to  be. 

The  surplus  energy  imparted  by  the  machine 
means  profit  to  you,  be  they  broilers,  be  they 
laying"  hens. 

Illustrated  catalo,^'ue  for  a  stamp.   Address  ^ 

E.  W.  ANDREWS  INCUBATOR  CO,,  Box  4,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 


I  \£M    Mi   Mr   Mff   Mf   Mf  Mr    Mr   Mr   Mr  -v 


FOUR 


Poultry  Papers 
For  $1.15. 

None   Better;    None  as  Good  for 
Practical  Poultrymen. 

FARM-POULTRY,  semi-monthly,  Price  $1.00 
INTER-STATE  POULTRYMAN,  monthly,  .50 
POULTRY  KEEPER,  "  .50 

A  PEW  HENS,  "  .25 

You  Save  SI. 10  Cold  Cash,  and  get  the  Cream  of  Poultry  Knowledge. 

The  four  papers  one  year,  all  sent  to  one  address,  post-paid,  for 
$1.15.  Send  all  orders  to  us.  The  combination  cannot  be  changed 
or  filled  as  above,  unless  all  ordered  at  one  time. 

I.   S.   JOHNSON  &   CO.,  22  Custom   House   Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
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December  1 


Dec 
Dec- 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
■  Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec, 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec, 
Dec 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Jau. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jau. 
Jau. 
Jan, 
Jau. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

Jan. 
Jan 
Jau. 
Jan. 
Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 


5— S.  OTallon,  111.  Chas.  Tiedemann,  Sec'y. 

5—  ;!.   Gii'arU,  111.  S.  S.  Huber.  Sec'y. 

6—  9.   Petoskey,  MicU.   A.  M.  Cobuin,  Sec'y. 
11—14.  Jacksouville,  111. 

11—16.  luriianapolis,  Ind.  J.  C.  Tarkington.  S'y. 
11—16.  BloominfTton.  111.  F.  C.  LuetU.:;,  Sec'y. 
1'2— la.  Sycamore,  Ohio.  E.  A.  St.  John,  Sec'y. 
Battle  Creek,  Mich.  G.W.  Hainni,  Sec'y. 
Crestline,  Ohio.  E.  E.  Warden,  Sec'y. 
Nashville,  111.  A.  S.MuUer,  Sec'y. 
Owosso,  Mich.  CP.  Eeynolds,  Sec'y. 
Weuona,  111.  Otis  Montgomery,  Sec'y. 
Oakland  City,  Ind. 

Belding,  Mich.  Leonard  Smith,  Sec'y. 
Jackson,  Mich.   W.  H.  Eaton,  Sec'y . 
Mt.  Pulaski,  111.   W.  J.  Lincoln.  Sec'y. 
Tipton,  Ind.  J.M.  Hoover,  Sec'y. 
Ellwood,  Ind.  E.  R.  Williams,  Sec'y. 
Paxton,  111.  E.B.  Pitney,  Sec'y. 
St.  Clairsville,  O.    J.  W.  Riley  .Sec'y. 
Wayne,  Micli.  Geo.  W.  Brewer,  Sec'y. 
Milwaukee,  Wis.  Fred  Goetz,  Sec'y. 
Geneva,  Ohio.   Chas.  E.  Holt,  Sec'y. 
Fremont,  O.  C.  F.  Michael.  Sec'y. 
Elgin,  111.  W.J.  Turner,  Sec'y. 
Macomb,  111.  Miss  Marie  Eddy.  Sec'y. 
Waupaca,  Wis.  W.  H.  Laabs,  Sec'y. 
Portland.  Micli.  F.  C.  Hathaway,  Sec'y. 
Aurora,  111.   Walter  M.  Smith,  Sec'y. 
Bloomingburg,  O.   W.F.Jefferson,  S'y. 
Wooster,  Ohio.  Chas.  F.  Palmer,  Sec'y. 
Galena,  111.   F.  J.  Hoelting,  Sec'y. 
Danville,  111.  A.L.Rice, Sec'y. 
^S— Jan.  1.  Canton,  Ohio.  H  .1.  ;Mertz,  Sec'y. 
■2S.— Jan.3.   Bluffton,  Ohio.  D.  J.  Kol-li,  Sec  y. 

1—  6.  Lanark,  111.  E.  D.  Lelaud,  Sec'y 

2—  5.  Paiuesville,  O.   H.  Z.  Braiuard,  Sec'y. 
Akron,  Ohio.  J.  A.  Palmer.  Sec' i" 
Georgetown,  III.  D.  H.  Bowen,  tec'y. 
Gobhen,  lud.  J.  A.  Babcock,  Sec'y. 
Toledo,  Ohio.   Geo.  F.  Mueller.  Sec'y. 

Detroit,  Mich.  John  A.  Grover.  Sec'y. 
Youujfstowu,  O.    E.  M.  Simon,  Sec'y. 
New  Albany, Ind.   Frank  Heck,  Sec'y. 
Aurora,  111.  Aurora  Poultry  Ass'n. 
Dayton,  Ohio.  Tlieo.  Faulstich,  Sec'y.- 
Belvidere,  111.  Bert  R.Lucas,  Sec'y. 
Princeton,  111.  S.  L.  Smith,  Sec'y. 
Columbia  City,  Ind.  Philip  Anthes,  Jr., 


1-2-15. 
12—16. 
1-2—16. 
li-16. 
IS— -22 
1S--22. 
lS-22. 
lS-22. 

18-  -23. 
.  18-23. 

IS— '23. 

19-  22. 
19--23. 
19—23. 
-20--26. 
21— -26. 
'2-2— -26. 

25-  -2S. 
-25—30. 

.-25—31. 

26—  29. 
.26—2  9 

26—30. 

26—  30. 

27—  30. 

28—  31.. 


-2-5. 
■2-6. 
4-9. 


8-12. 
S-12. 
8-13. 
8-13. 
11—16. 
1.5-19. 
1.5—19. 
1-5—20. 
Sec'y. 
16— IS. 
16—20. 

16-  21. 

17-  -21. 

18-  -23. 


Port  Huron,  Mich.  H.  D.  Killts,  Sec'y. 
Cincinnati,  O.  A.  E.  Brooks,  Sec'y . 
Brodhead,  Wis.    W.  H.  Clark,  Sec'y. 
Kokomo,  lud.  E.  E.  Sanders,  Sec'y. 
Columbus.  O.  Ohio  State  Poultry  Ass  n. 
Chas.  McClave,  New  London,  O.,  Sec'y. 
'2-2- -27.   Chicaso.  111.    Fred  L.  Kimmev.  Sec'v, 
Morgan  Park,  III. 

24—27.  Fremont,  O.  C.  F.  Michael,  Sec'y. 

Central  West  States. 

Dec.4— S.  Kirksville.Mo.-  E.  M.  Durham,  Sec'y. 
Dec.4— S.  Macon,  Mo.  E.  M.  Durham,  Sec'y. 
Dec.4— 9.  Newton,  Kans.   R.  R.  Hobble,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  11— 14.   David  City,  Nebr. 
Dec.  11— 15.  Polo,  Mo.   R.  V.  Glenn,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  1-2— 15.  Mason  City,  Iowa.  J.  D.  Reeler,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  12—18.  Independence,  la.  Jno.  G.  Burk,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  IS— -23.  Iowa  Falls,  la.  Walter  Cuttinj;,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  19— -23.  Salina,  Kaus.  W.  C.  Sherrill,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  19—23.  Emporia,  Kaus.  H.  A.  Spencer,  Sec'y. 
Dec. -26— 28.  Superior,  Nebr.  J.  King,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  26— 29.   Marshalltown,  Iowa.  H.  C.  Hansen,  S'y. 
Dec. -26—  30.  Keota,  Iowa.  W.  L.  Holmes,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  26— 30.  Eldorado.  Kans.    C.  H.  Patterson,  S'y, 
Dec. -27-30.  Minneapolis.  Kansas    L.  A.  Henry.  S'y. 
Dec.  28— 30.  Delphos,  Kans.  T.  R.  Clendennin,  Sec  y 
Dec.  29— 30.  Lone  Pine,  Xebr.  B.  B.  Smith,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  1—6.  St.  Louis.  Mo.  John  A.  Francisco,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  2—6.  Leilars,  Iowa.   G.  A.  C.  Clark,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  2— 6.  Cedar  Falls.  Iowa.   H.  W.  Conrad.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  2— 6.  Beloit.  Kans.  A.  Whitney,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  2— 7.  Winona,  .Minn.  Henry  Hess,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  3— 6.  Crete,  Nebr. 

Jan. S— 13.  Topeka.  Kaus.  J.  W.  F.  Hughes,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  9— 11.   Red  Cloud,  Nebr.  L.  H.  Beck,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  1.5—17;   Great  Bend.  Kans.  T.  D.  Stradley.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  15— -20.   Friend.  Neln-.   Nebraska  State  Show,  E. 

A.  Pegler,  (Lincoln)  Sec'y. 
Jan.  1-5— 20.   Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  C.  H.  Playter,  S'y. 
Jan.  17— 20.  Pratt,  Kans.  Chas.  A.  Sloan,  Sec'y . 
Jau.  17— -2-2.  Kausas  City,  Mo.   R.  F.  Strain,  Sec'y. 
Jan. -23—  27,   Atchison.  Kans.   W.  A.  Jackson,  Sec'y. 
Jan. -29— Feb.  1.  Leavenworth,  Kans.  E.  S.  Singer.  S'y. 

Far  West  States. 

Dec.  5— 9.  Oakland,  Call  t.  F.  A.  Roswell,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  13— 15.  Riverside,  Calif.   A.  C.  Post,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  10—13.  Los  G-atos.  Calil.  C.  H.  Vodden.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  1-5— 21.   Pneblo,  Colo. 

Jan.  •2-2— -27.  Colfax,  Wash.   O.  L.  Kennedy,  Sec'y. 

Sonthern  States. 

Dec.  1—5.  Slielby,N.C.  R.  L.  Simmons,  Sec'y. 
Dec. 12— 15.   Dallas.  Tex.   H.  M.  Skeltou,  Sec'y. 
Dec.'12— 15.   Nicholasville,  Ky.   W.  S.  Hendren.  S'y. 
Dec.  12—15.   Austin.  Texas.   C.  S.  Brigance.  Se.c'y. 
Dec.  IS— 23.   Fort  Smith,  Ark.  H.  B.  Mizell,  Sec'v, 

Pine  Bluff,  Ark. 
Pec.  18— -23.   Memphis.  Tenn.   G.  A.  Seyforth,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  26— 30.  Oklahoma  City.  Okla.  L.  F.  Laverty,  S'y. 
Jan.  3— 5.   Enid,  Okla. 

Jan.  9— 13.  Kingflslier.  Okla.  H.  F.  Stephenson.  S'y. 
Jan.  10— 12.  Charlotte.  N.  C.  W.  .M.  Barringer.  Sec  y. 
Jan. 17— '20.  B  ackwell.  Okla.  Geo.  M.  (  arson,  Sec'y. 
Jan. -21— 23.  Fort  Worlh,  Te.x.as.  J.  E.  Randall,  S'y. 
Jan. -2-2— -27.  Louisville,  Ky.  Frank  G.  Hogan,  Sec'y. 

Canada. 

Dec.  6— 8.  Woodstock.  Ont. 

Dec. 13— 16.  Ingersoll.  Ont. 

Dec.  13— 16.   Hamilton.  Ont. 

Jan. 8-12.   Montreal,  P.  Q. 

Jan.  1.5— 22.  Stratford,  Out. 

Jan.  16— 19.  Owen  Sound.  Out. 

Feb.  7— 10.  Toronto,  Ont.  Dr.  A.  W.  Bell,  Sec'y. 


niXON^SsiucA  fiRAPBITE  PAINT 

FOR  ROOFS  ANJ  ALL  EXPOSED  SURFACES,     The  best  paint  for  covering  Neponset 

IT  IS  ABSOLUTELY  WITHOUT  AN  EQUAL.  f^^S^J^^lnO^^!"' 

JOSEPH  DIXOX  CRUCIBLE  CO.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


DECKEK'X  NOYELTT  LKG  BANDS, 

tor  poultry  and  pigeons.  l'erma» 
'ut  success;  live  years  in  use;  a 
■  beautiful  baud  for  the  show  room, 
.Marked  with  any  letters  or  num- 
f  bersyou  wish,  iorpedigiee  breed- 
ing we  make  sizes  to  carrj  chicks 
from  shell  to  maturiiy.  %\  hen 
ordering  pleasemention  breed. how 
many  for  niales,andii  forgrowiug 
chicks giveajre.  Price,  "25  cts.  per  doz. ;  4C cts.lor  two 
doz'.;$l.-25perl00.   Send  for  cir. 

W.J.  DECKER  ftco.  leoTiIa.N  J. 


Better  Than  Ever,  peep    day  poultry 


Our  1900  Model 


BLAIRSVILLE  MGF.  CO., 


HOMER  CITY 

EVCUBATOR  Am  BROODER, 

With  improved  Damper  Rod  Adjustinent.  Our  machine  is  the 
most  complete  and  convenient  on  the  market.  Send  for  catalogue 
and  prices. 


Blair sidlle,  Pa. 


SPECIALTIES. 

Portable  Poultry-House ;  a 

good  all-the-year-round  home  for 
a  dozen  hens.  Well-made  and 
painted.  Shipped  in  sections, 
easily  put  together.  Price,  812. 
1900  Jllustrated  Catalogue  of  PeepO' 
Dav  Speciallies  including  Treatise 
on  Chicl-eji-Roising,  sent  FREE. 

COCKEREI.S:— To  reduce  the 
surplus  we  w-ill  sell  a  few  Cockerels 
from  our  own  famous  flock  of  White 
Wuandolles.  Large  size,  fine  shape 
and  color,  carefully  bred  from 
■W^"  hardy,  extra  -  laying,  brown  -  egg 
•  ■  stock,  §2  eae*!   Order  immediately. 

E.  F.  HODGSON,  Pox  gR.'^OTCr,  Mass. 


iy|ONEY-IN-POULTI|Y  COI^TEST 


II 


I 


Instituted  by  the  American  Agri= 
culturist  to  Increase  the  Profit  and 
Lessen  the  Work  of  Poultry  Culture. 


$5,ooo  Worth  of  Hundreds  of  Prizes  the  Least  That  is  Expected. 

$500  in  Gold  for  Prizes  contributed  Tjy  the  American  Agriculturist  as  a  starter,  and  it  lias  also  set  aside 
S2,500  for  tlie  expenses  of  conducting  the  contest,  and  S200  in  Gold  for  prizes  contributed  hy 
I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co.,  Publishers  of  Farm=Poultry,  and  Manufacturers  of  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder. 

THE  PRIZE  LIST  IS  HEADED  BY  $500  IN  GOLD, 

Contributed  outright  by  Orange  Judd  Company,  piibli.«her.s  of  the  American  Agriculturist  Weelilies  —  Orange  Jiuld  Farmer,  of 
Chicago,  for  the  west;  American  Agriculturist,  of  New  York,  for  the  middle  and  southern  states;  the  New  England  Homestead,  of 
Springfield,  for  the  east  and  the  Provinces.  Assurances  already  received  indicate  that  many  other  prizes  will  be  offered — of  money, 
fowls,  incubators,  and  other  poultry  supplies,  exceeding  $5,000  in  value,  and  possildy  reaching  $10,000. 

SHERIDAN  S  CONDITION  POWDER  OFFER. 

I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co.,  sole  manufacturers  of  Sheridan's  Condilion  Powder,  "To  Make  Hens  Lay,"  will  add  8100  in  Gold  to  the 
Grand  Sweepstake  Prize,  if  it  is  taken  by  any  contestant  who  has  ordered  direct  of  tlieni,  and  used  within  the  record  year 
not  le.ss  than  §5  worth  of  Sheridan's  Powder.  In  addition  to  this,  I.  S.  Johnson  &  Co.  will  give  §100  to  be  apportioned  in 
the  prize  list  as  the  American  Agriculturist  editor  sees  fit,  provided  only  that  the  contestant  has  ordered  direct  of  1.  S.  Johnson 
&  Co.,  and  used  $1  worth  of  Sheridan's  Condition  Powder  within  the"  record  year.  The  combined  wisdom  of  the  poultry  world 
will  be  embodied  in  the  premium  list,  also  in  a  record  book,  that  will  make  it  easier  for  everyone  to  keep  the  simple  record  "needed. 
There  will  be  no  red  tape,  no  useless  restrictions,  nothing  formidable. 

The  contest  will  be  backed  by  all  the  resources  of  Orange  Judd  Company,  with  its  $500,000  of  capital,  its  nearly  sixty  years  of 
experience,  its  three  great  agricultural  weeklies,  the  hundreds  of  agi  icultural  books  it  publishes,  its  brilliant  corps  of  editors  and 
contributors,  and  its  nearly  200.000  subscriijers.  ^^ith  such  an  aggregation  supporting  and  directing  American  Agriculturist's 
Money-in-Poultry  Contest,  what  cannot  be  accomplished  for  the  poultry  industry  of  the  world? 

A  Great  Agricultural  and  Family  Journal. 

Tills  "  3Ioney-in-Poultry  "  Contest  will  be  confined  to  subscribers  of  American  Agriculturist.  This  is  the  oldest,  largest  and  best 
of  tbe  agricultural  press,  the  most  widely  circulated,  and  most  influential.  Its  various  editions  are  adapted  to  each  section  of  the 
country.  If  you  live  in  New  England,  you  get  its  eastern  edition.  The  Homestead;  if  in  the  mi<ldle  or  southern  slates,  the 
American  Agriculturist;  if  in  the  west,  its  western  edition.  Orange  Judd  Farmer,  of  Chicago.  You  thus  get  your  local  home  paper, 
with  all  the  agricultural  methods,  markets,  etc.,  of  your  own  state. 

The  poultry  department  of  these  papers  is  without  a  peer.  It  is  alone  worth  the  year's  subscription  of  $1.  The  news  and 
results  of  this  contest  will  make  the  poultry  columns  of  the  American  Agriculturist  doubly  interesting  to  readers,  and  of  triple 
Value  for  poultry  advertisers.   Specimen  copy  free. 


the:  <s-i=le:-a.te3st 


FARM-POULTRY,  one^year,       -  - 
American  Agriculturist,  three  months, 
Color  plate  edition  of  the  book,  Profits  in  Poultry, 
former  price,  (without  color  platen  , 

Total,         ~      -      2      -      -      -  - 


$1.00 
.25 


1.50 
2.75 


All  for  Only 

$1.00. 


■far'  — i> 


BASIS  OF  AWARDS. 

The  Precise  Object  Sought. 

The  first  prize  will  be  awarded  for  the  record 
that  shows  most  clearly  and  accurately  just  bow 
the  contestant  has  manafied  fowls  during  one 
year,  the  product  obtained  and  how  disposed  of. 
the  cost  of  marketiusr  and  making  such  product, 
and  the  resulting  profit  or  loss.  The  prize  is  not 
for  the  biggest  profit.  It  is  for  the  most  accurate 
record  of  methods  and  results.  A  report  that 
shows  a  loss  may  thus  win  over  a  less  carefully 
kept  one  that  shows  a  profit.  Jfo  incentive  to 
lie.  to  misrepresent,  or  to  be  careless  —  every 
iuoetitivetomake  your  report  atDsolutely  truthful 
aud  correct. 

Second  prize  for  second  best  report :  and  so  on 


This  offer  is  only  for  nevr  subscribers  to  American  Agriculturist  (or  to  its 
editiou  for  your  section  as  above  described).  The  American  Agriculturist  will 
not  permit  transfers  or  changes  of  old  subscriptions  under  this  offer.  Both  new 
or  old  subscribers  of  Farm-Poultry  may  take  advantage  of  this  ofler,  but  it  must 
be  by  remitting  direct  to  this  office' the  full  amount.  The  olic-r  is  net,  no  discount 
to  agents  or  others. 


"The  Best  Poultry  Book  on  the  Market." 

352  pages,  5  x  8  inches,  154  illustrations,  illuminated  cover,  and  18  color  plates 

w  of  Cochins,  Brahmas,  Malays,  White  and  Brown  Leghorns,  Pl\ mouth  Eocks, 

^  Leghorns;  Golden,  Black,  and  Silver   Hamburgs;   Rouen  and "  Pekln  Ducks; 

yj^  Toulouse  Geese;  Golden,  Spanish  and  Black  Polish;  Gray  Dorkings.  Red  Gumes, 

Vt/  and  White  Bantams.  By  James  Rankin,  P.  H.  Jacobs,  T.  M.  Ferris,  Burr  Knarp, 

\j>  W.  H.  Rudd,  and  others,  edited  by  the  poultry  editor  American  Agricultai  li-i. 

w  This  new,  revised,  and  enlarged  edition  of  what  has  always  been  recognised  as 

w  the  standard  work  on  poultry,  is  nearly  one-third  larger  than  anv  previous  edtlion, 

^  and  has  been  fully  brought  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  present  dav.    The  ways 

;^  and  means  by  which  eggs  or  poultrv  can  be  grown  at  a  profit  are  discussed  in 

xlJ.  great  detail.    The  chapter  on  artificial  incubation  alone  Is  worth  manv  times  the 


L'uting  S-5.CiOO  to  S  10,000  in  value.  It  is  estimated  >j< 
Ihat  the  prizes  will  pay  the  winners  from  SIO  J}^ 
down  to  $1  per  hour  for  the  time  spent  in  yj/ 
keeping  the  record.  The  record  to  begin  about  ^ 
April  1st  ne.-tt;  this  and  all  other  details  to  be  Vl/ 
perfected  and  announced  later  in  American  Agri- 
culturist 


are  a  special  feature  of  the  book.  Experience  of  breeders  ard  poultry 
i  irniers  has  been  drawn  upon  freely,  resulting  in  that  hreadih  nf  view  \\hich  can 
ue  obtained  only  by  comparison  of  successful  methods  in  actual 


prn^-tiee. 

BY  AN  ARRANGEMENT  OF  UNHEARD  LIBERALITY 

We  are  able  to  furnish  both  the  American  Agriculturist  and  Farm-Ponll rv.  wilh 
w  '^"  "E^'^""'  '^I'i'O"  this  great  standard  book  (paper  cover.)  SJJ.T.'i  in  valur, 
1//      \     ,  *1>  a'  ahoTe  stated,  if  the  order  is  sent  in  promptly.     Your  monev 

I'Pfiiiidpd  If  not  sati'ifactory.    Address  all  orders  to 
v>€-=$€=€$$€!€$«$!$;«€$*S««*€;€?€'^     FARM-POULTRY,    -     -     22  CuBtom  House  Street,  Boston,  Mass 


